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Bates College Statement of Community Values

“Membership in the Bates community requires that individuals

hold themselves and others responsible for honorable conduct at

all times. Together we create the educational and social setting that

makes Bates College unique, with an atmosphere characterized by

trust and mutual concern. Our actions must support our ability to

work, study, live and learn together productively and safely. We are

dedicated as a community to intellectual honesty and to the protec-

tion of academic freedom. These values are fundamental to scholar-

ship, teaching and learning. We expect each other to maintain the

highest integrity in all of our academic and social undertakings.”
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W E L C O M E

If you are new to Bates College, we offer you on behalf of the entire faculty and staff a warm 

welcome to the campus and to the student community with whom you will live, study and 

interact during your college years.

If you are a returning student, then we welcome you back to Bates and hope that this marks the 

beginning of a year even better and more exciting than the last.

You’ll notice that the Student Handbook’s organization reflects the various dimensions of your 

life at Bates. First there is the section Who’s Who and What We Do, about the deans and other 

administrators. Academic Life is followed by Student Life (with subsections of Cocurricular, Resi-

dential and Extracurricular). Next comes the Offices, Services and Resources section, arranged 

alphabetically, providing information and contacts for sites and people across the campus. The 

section on College Codes and Guidelines contains the Code of Student Conduct, the Sexual Ha-

rassment Policy and other important material.

As you use this book, I encourage you to keep track of any additions that you feel would be use-

ful in future editions. Write them down and one day when you happen to be in Lane Hall, drop 

by Room 103 and share your ideas with me. The Dean of Students Office wants this handbook to 

be something that constantly evolves to meet your needs.

Enjoy the handbook, use it well and often and please accept our best wishes for an exciting and 

intellectually rich year at Bates.

Roland Davis ’92

Assistant Dean of Students

Lane Hall 103

Bates College
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Who’s Who and What We Do

Starting early in your college career you will 

meet, get to know and work with faculty 

members. These relationships will grow and 

strengthen throughout your time at Bates. 

But there are many other people who work 

to make your Bates experience the best it can 

be. You’ll want to get to know many of these 

deans and other administrators who work 

closely with students.

College President

Elaine Tuttle Hansen, President 
President Hansen is Bates’ seventh president and 
the College’s first woman president. Her office is on 
the second floor of Lane Hall. You will likely see her 
at lectures, concerts, games, meetings and other 
events around campus. 

Office of the Vice President for Academic 
Affairs and Dean of the Faculty

Vice President for Academic Affairs 
and Dean of the Faculty
Jill N. Reich, 120 Lane Hall
The chief academic officer of the College, the vice 
president for academic affairs and dean of the 
faculty is responsible for policies, procedures and 
administration of academic programs, the faculty 
and related academic units.

Vice President for Information and Library Services 
and College Librarian
Eugene Wiemers, Ladd Library

Associate Dean of the Faculty
Margaret Maurer-Fazio, 120 Lane Hall
Margaret Maurer-Fazio’s areas of primary responsibility 
are in the social sciences and interdisciplinary studies.

Assistant Dean of the Faculty
Kerry A. O’Brien, 121 Lane Hall
Kerry O’Brien’s areas of primary responsibility are in 
grant development and student research.

Office of the Dean of Students

The deans of students are primarily responsible for 
the welfare of the student body and the provision of 
a wide range of student services. They are charged 
with the administration of the faculty advisory 
system for entering students, academic policies 
and procedures, health services, security, housing, 
residential and extracurricular matters, new-student 
orientation and the Multicultural Center.

Dean of Students
Tedd R. Goundie, 102 Lane Hall
Dean of Students Tedd Goundie oversees all 
aspects of the Dean of Students Office and is the 
principal contact for students seeking assistance in 
meeting academic rules and regulations promul-
gated by the faculty. 

Associate Dean of Students
Director, Off-Campus Study Programs
Stephen W. Sawyer, 110E Lane Hall
Dean Sawyer takes primary responsibility for off-
campus study programs including college exchange, 
national off-campus study and international study 
programs. (See Off-Campus Study Programs, p. 16, 
in the Academic Life section for more information.)

Associate Dean of Students
James L. Reese, 101 Lane Hall
In addition to general advising, Dean Reese takes 
primary responsibility for working with international 
students.

Associate Dean of Students
Holly L. Gurney, 103 Lane Hall
Dean Gurney takes primary responsibility for working 
with first-year students, and works with Dean Foster 
Zsiga in the areas of residence life and education.

Assistant Dean of Students
Roland S. Davis ’92, 103 Lane Hall
Dean Davis takes primary responsibility for judicial 
affairs and working with sophomores. If you have 
an opportunity, drop by and ask Dean Davis about 
his years as a Bates student. 
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Assistant Dean of Students
Keith M. Tannenbaum, Student Activities Office, 
Chase Hall 
Dean Tannenbaum is responsible for student activi-
ties and organizations.

Student Activities Assistant
Jessica Mellen 
Jessica Mellen works closely with Dean Tannen-
baum on all matters related to student activities and 
student organizations. She also serves as a resource 
to the Junior Advisors and Residence Coordinators 
and meets with them regularly. 

Assistant Dean of Students
Erin Foster Zsiga, Housing Office, Chase Hall
Dean Foster Zsiga is responsible for all housing issues 
and works with Dean Gurney in the areas of residence 
life and education. She also serves as the College’s 
Alcohol, Tobacco and Other Drug (ATOD) educator.

Residence Life Assistant 
Kacey Houston 
Kacey Houston works closely with Dean Foster 
Zsiga on all matters related to residence life and 
housing. She also serves as a resource to the Junior 
Advisors and Residence Coordinators and meets 
with them regularly.

Members of the Dean of Students 
Office may be consulted about:

• Academic policies, regulations and require-
ments and petitions for exceptions to them;

• General counseling on academic and 
personal matters;

• Multicultural- and international-student advis-
ing; immigration and naturalization services 
and documents;

• Changes in courses, majors, advisors or basic 
educational plans;

• Leaves of absence, and withdrawals 
and transfers;

• Transfer credits;

• Disciplinary actions;

• Off-campus study programs;

• Interdisciplinary majors;

• Residence life and housing;

• Any other question or concern that you have.

Director of Multicultural Affairs
Czerny Brasuell, Multicultural Center
Czerny Brasuell is responsible for planning, orga-
nizing and implementing programs, receptions, 
exhibits, lectures and readings for the Multicultural 
Center. (Please see description on p. 43 in Offices, 
Services and Resources section.)

Director of the Office of the Multifaith Chaplain
Rev. William Blaine-Wallace, 161 Wood St.
In addition to coordinating campus religious organi-
zations, the Rev. William Blaine-Wallace is available 
for personal counseling. Bates students are also 
served by a Roman Catholic chaplain and a Jewish 
chaplain. All the chaplains keep regular office hours. 
Representatives of other religious traditions may be 
contacted through the Multifaith Chaplain’s Office.

Assistant to the Chaplain, Center for Service-Learning
and Volunteer Projects
Martha Deschaines ’75, 163 Wood St.

Other Administrative Offices

Dean of Admissions
Wylie L. Mitchell, Lindholm House, 23 Campus Ave.
The Admissions Office is responsible for the coun-
seling and selection of new students.

Vice President for College Advancement
Victoria M. Devlin, 312 Lane Hall
Vice President Devlin manages the efforts of the 
Alumni and Parent Programs Department, the Of-
fice of Communications and Media Relations, and 
the College Development Program, including lead-
ership and principal gifts, planned giving, the Bates 
Fund, and corporate and foundation relations.

Vice President for External Relations
William C. Hiss ’66, 314A Lane Hall
Vice President Hiss works with the president on 
alumni and parent communications, key media-
relations efforts and government relations. He also 
oversees the Office of Career Services.

Office of Career Services
Charles Kovacs, Director, 31 Frye St.
The Office of Career Services provides students with 
programs that address all aspects of career prepara-
tion, procurement and development. This office also 
assists students seeking internships, connections 
with Bates alumni and other experiences to enhance 
their college and future professional careers. (See 
the description of the Office of Career Services p. 37,
in the Offices, Services and Resources section for
more information.)

Office of Affirmative Action and Institutional 
Diversity
201 Lane Hall
The Office of Affirmative Action oversees the 
implementation of the College’s affirmative action 
plan and monitors the College’s compliance with 
that plan, as well as with governmental regulations 
and requirements. The director also works with 
departments to develop and implement program 
goals, timetables and procedures in the recruitment, 
advancement and encouragement of people of 
color; and helps to educate the community about 
the principles of affirmative action.
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Vice President for Finance and Administration and 
Treasurer
Terry J. Beckmann, 221 Lane Hall
The vice president oversees the financial affairs and 
endowment of the College.

Interim Director of Student Financial Services 
Catherine D. Ganung, Libbey Forum, 44 Mountain Ave.
Sharing Libbey Forum with the Office of the Registrar 
and Academic Systems, Student Financial Services (SFS) 
administers the College’s need-based aid program, 
coordinating the distribution of financial aid from gov-
ernment and private sources. SFS also handles student 
accounts and accounts receivable, and offers financial 
aid counseling, information about loans and payment 
plans, and account balances. Please visit the Web site 
(www.bates.edu/sfs) for details.

Registrar and Director of Academic Systems
Meredith Braz, Libbey Forum, 44 Mountain Ave.
Located in Libbey Forum along with the Student 
Financial Services Office, the Office of the Registrar 
and Academic Systems provides comprehensive 
support for the academic progress of the student 
through Bates. The department maintains the Garnet 
Gateway, a secure online records system where 
students can view academic information, request 
enrollment verifications and transcripts, and register 
for courses. Please visit the Web site (www.bates.
edu/registrar) for details.

Office of Communications and Media Relations
Bryan McNulty, Director, 141 Nichols St.
The Office of Communications and Media Relations 
is responsible for publications, the College’s Web 

presence and the distribution of news involving the 
College, including student accomplishments and 
awards. News releases to hometown newspapers are 
coordinated through this office. College publications 
that the office manages include Bates Magazine and
the monthly events calendar sent to the community. 
Students may contact this office to plan and coordi-
nate off-campus publicity for events.

Harward Center For Community Partnerships
David Scobey, Director and Professor of Community 
Partnerships, 161, 163 Wood St.
The Harward Center For Community Partner-
ships embodies Bates’ commitment to placing civic 
and social responsibility at the heart of the Bates 
education. The Center’s mission is to integrate com-
munity engagement and service with student life 
and learning. The Center coordinates Bates’ many 
programs for service-learning, community-based 
research and volunteer service, and oversees the 
Bates–Morse Mountain Conservation Area. It also 
oversees a number of grant programs and coordi-
nates volunteer opportunities in Lewiston-Auburn. 

Student Employment Office
220 College St.
Part of the Human Resources Office and run by 
students, the Student Employment Office provides 
listings and descriptions for on- and off-campus 
openings. We help students with the job applica-
tion process and employer-student grievances, and 
generally facilitate communication among student 
employees, their supervisors and the Human Re-
sources and Payroll offices.
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Academic Life

Academic and intellectual engagement form 

the foundation of student life at Bates. You 

should always remember that the faculty is 

happy to assist students in their studies — both 

in and out of class. But wait, there’s more . . . 

Because you belong to the Bates College community, 
you also have a number of deans, administrators and 
staff members to whom you may turn for guidance. 
We’ll help you with answers about the general ins 
and outs, rules and regulations of the College, as well 
as with any problems you might have. Take advan-
tage of this easy access: The only foolish question is 
the one not asked, especially when it comes to the 
College’s general requirements, how you declare a 
major or what you must do to graduate.

Faculty, deans and others are happy to provide 
information, support and assistance all the way 
through the process. But you need to initiate that 
relationship by making an appointment and walking 
through their doors.

At Bates, students are ultimately responsible for 
meeting all requirements for the baccalaureate 
degree at the appropriate time.

Insiders’ Tip: 
The sooner you begin getting to know your advi-
sors, your professors and the deans, the better off 
you will be. These people can help you. Moreover, 
the better they know you, the easier it will be for 
them to write complete, detailed and effective let-
ters of recommendation, and to provide support in 
times of need.

Another issue of great importance to the academic 
and overall life at Bates has to do with freedom of 
expression. Here is Bates’ statement about freedom 
of expression and the implications for all commu-
nity members:

Freedom of expression is one of the fundamental 
academic freedoms, and Bates College strongly 
believes that all members of the College should be 
free to express themselves on all issues. The fun-
damental right of freedom of speech is one that is 
guaranteed and cannot be abridged arbitrarily at the 
whim of either a minority or a majority. Therefore, 
the College will not condone behavior designed to 
prevent, obstruct or interfere with the activities and 
programs of the institution or its members.

All right, now that some of the overarching points 
have been made, let’s turn our attention to the nuts 
and bolts of academic life at Bates. You don’t need 
to commit this information to memory, but knowing 

where to find it and reviewing it often will help you 
stay on top and in control of your academic prog-
ress throughout your four years on campus.

First of all you’ll need an . . . 

Academic Advisor
Academic advisors at Bates are generally members of 
the College faculty. You will have one advisor assigned 
to you upon entering the College, and another advisor 
within your major when you declare it. Here’s the 
general advising “path” for your time at Bates:

First Year: Often, your advisor will also be the profes-
sor who teaches the first-year seminar that you take 
in the Fall or Winter semester. You will stay with this 
academic advisor until you declare your major. You 
can also ask your Junior Advisor (JA) general aca-
demic questions. And you can always go to the Dean 
of Students Office and meet with a dean.

Second Year: All students must declare a major by the 
end of their sophomore year. To declare your major, 
you fill out a “Major Declaration Form.” You can 
get this form in the Registrar and Academic Systems 
Office, in Libbey Forum. To complete the form you 
need to meet with the chair of the department in 
which you wish to major. During that meeting the 
two of you will discuss who your academic advisor 
within your major will be. You will work with this 
advisor through the remainder of your time at Bates.

Insiders’ Tip: 
You may want to get to know different faculty 
members in your anticipated department. That way 
you can find the faculty member who would be the 
best fit for you to work with. Then ask that person if 
she or he would be willing to be your advisor.

A good relationship with your advisor is important. 
These faculty (and sometimes staff) members are 
there to help you design an academic program 
that is balanced and meets your needs. They are 
also available to you as a resource as you begin 
to explore new intellectual ideas, cocurricular and 
extracurricular possibilities. Finally, they are there to 
listen, to mentor and to help when they can. 
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Note: You must have your advisor approve your 
course selections and release your pre-registration 
hold before you will be able to register — every 
semester. Your advisor is a very important person in 
your academic life. Get to know her or him.

Finally, as part of the advising system, students who 
are not performing well in courses are sent aca-
demic-deficiency letters by the deans of students 
when faculty members notify the deans. This usually 
happens around mid-term. If you get one of these 
letters, you should immediately talk to your instruc-
tor, your faculty advisor or a dean.

Now, as you get ready to meet with your advisor for 
the first, second or 34th time, you will undoubtedly 
find it helpful to know the basics regarding what it 
takes to graduate from Bates and what these General 
Education requirements are all about. And so, with-
out further ado . . .

Requirements for a Bates Degree

In order to walk down that center aisle and graduate 
from Bates, you need to complete a number of spe-
cific requirements.* While some of the basics are in-
cluded in this section of the handbook, you will need 
to read each section of the Bates College Catalog for 
the detailed information. Here are a couple areas of 
the Bates Catalog that you should not miss:

• The General Education Requirements and Degree
Requirements on pp. 19–26 of the catalog. These 
will detail all the requirements you must meet in 
order to graduate from Bates.

• The section(s) in the catalog describing your depart-
ment or program. Requirements for each major are 
presented in each department and program section.

• The General Education section in each department 
or program. This section lists the courses from 
that department that can be applied toward the 
College’s various General Education requirements. 
While most program courses, unless cross-listed 
with a department, do not count toward General 
Education, there are a few exceptions.

General Education Requirements

The chart opposite provides a clear general overview 
of the General Education requirements that you 
must complete. Use this as a starting point, then go 
to the Bates College Catalog for complete details 
and explanation.

Courses that meet the various requirements come from 
different departments and programs. Check in the Gen-
eral Education section of each department or program 
in your Bates Catalog to find the appropriate courses. 

Final Warnings and Suggestions

You should read and reread the material above 
and the sections of the Bates Catalog to which we 
referred you to see how they apply to you. Depend-
ing on hearsay or a friend’s understanding of these 
requirements can be dangerous. If you have a 
question, ask your advisor, a member of the Dean 
of Students Office or the registrar.

The keys to the successful (and enjoyable) comple-
tion of all this can be summed up in the following 
checklist of insider advice.

• Work with your advisor. Plan ahead, but don’t 
obsess over the process.

• By the end of the sophomore year you must have 
declared a major and developed a four-year plan 
with your major advisor.

• Make every effort to complete your physical edu-
cation (PE) activity requirements in your first year. 
PE requirements should be finished by the end of 
your sophomore year.

• Take a variety of course types (not all large intro-
ductory-level courses).

• Get to know members of the faculty.

*NOTE: The Bates faculty has designed and ratified new legislation for graduation requirements that will take effect starting with students enter-
ing the College in September 2007. The new requirements for the Bates Education are outlined online at www.bates.edu/academics.xml. 
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Course Registration Procedures

Except for incoming first-year students, who register 
over the summer, course registration for each se-
mester takes place at an announced time during the 
preceding semester. 

Here is a checklist to help you through the registra-
tion process:

• Consult with your faculty advisor before register-
ing. (Your advisor must remove the “hold” on the 
Garnet Gateway in order for you to register.)

Insiders’ Registration Tip No. 1: Before you go to this 
meeting, write down a selection of courses that you 
would like to take. This will provide material for you 

and your advisor to focus on and talk about. It will also 
help you do the necessary thinking and planning.

Insiders’ Registration Tip No. 2: Meet with your ad-
visor as quickly as possible after courses appear on 
the Web. Many students get into trouble because 
they wait until the last afternoon before registration 
begins — and then can’t find their faculty advisor. 
No hold removal means no registration.

Insiders’ Registration Tip No. 3: If your faculty advi-
sor is away from campus for some reason, come to 
the Dean of Students Office, in Lane Hall. One of 
the deans will meet with you and advise you in your 
course selection. If your advisor is away on leave, 
sabbatical or other extended absence, the dean of 
students will remove the hold so you can register.

Natural Sciences** Three courses/units Two courses, or one course 
and a designated unit, 
must complete a set.* 
One course/unit must be 
outside your major. Some 
units may serve to com-
plete a set or may serve as 
the third required course. 

Biology, Chemistry, 
Geology or Physics and 
Astronomy 

Quantitative Course** One course Many areas of study 
(Refer to General 
Education requirement 
descriptions in each 
major/program) 

Every student must complete two 10-week Physical Education activity courses to be eligible to graduate. 

*A “set” is a two-course combination defined by an academic department. The best way to be sure is to check each department 
program’s material in your Bates Catalog. Turn to the department program you are interested in. Find the heading “General Education.” 
This will give you each department program’s rules and policies.

**Some first-year seminars may count toward General Education requirements if designated in the catalog. 

***Courses/units in programs typically do not count toward General Education unless cross-listed with a department.

Number of 
Courses/Units
Required

General Education 
Requirement

Additional
Requirements

Areas of Study***

Social Sciences** Three courses/units Two courses must com-
plete a set.* One course 
must be outside your 
major. Some units may 
serve to complete a set 
or may serve as the third 
required course.

Anthropology, Economics, 
Education, Politics, 
Psychology or Sociology 

Humanities** Five courses/units Five courses must be 
from at least three dif-
ferent areas. One desig-
nated unit may serve as 
a humanities course. 

Art, Classical and 
Medieval Studies, 
English, foreign languages 
and literatures, Music, 
Philosophy, Religion, 
Theater and Rhetoric, 
History
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• After you meet with your advisor and finalize your 
courses for the next semester, watch for the opening 
of registration (you will probably receive an e-mail 
reminder; it will also be listed in The Bates Daily,
your Student Handbook calendar and the catalog).

• When registration opens, go to the Garnet Gate-
way and select your preferred courses. The Web 
address is www.bates.edu/garnet-gateway. 

Remember:This is the first step only. The fact that 
you have entered your choices does not mean that 
you will be enrolled in all of those courses. 

Randomization and Petitioning

If more students register for a particular course than 
there are allotted spaces, the computer randomly 
selects students from those who registered to enroll 
in the course. The computer also leaves 10 percent 
of the available spaces open for petitions.

If you are not selected through randomization, you 
may petition the instructor for one of the petition 
spaces. You must fill out a course petition form 
(available on the Web and from the registrar’s of-
fice) and submit it to the faculty member who will 
teach the course. You can check the status of your 
registration online to determine whether your peti-
tion has been approved.

Insiders’ Registration Tip No. 4: If you don’t suc-
ceed in enrolling in a particular class but still wish 
to take it, try registering for that same class in the 

future. If you request the same course a second 
time, your second request will rank higher in the 
randomization process.

If you don’t get into all of the courses you wished 
to take, all is not lost. You may return to the Garnet 
Gateway and select different courses, on a space-
available basis, any time between the end of the pe-
titioning process and the last day to add courses (in 
the next semester). The Garnet Gateway is available 
24–7 except for a brief period each day around 10 
p.m. when it goes down for backup. (Registration 
is closed to upperclass students for about six weeks 
during July and August so that entering students 
may be registered).

Insiders’ Registration Tip No. 5: If you did not 
succeed in gaining entry into a course that you 
really wanted, keep checking. There is a great deal 
of movement and change in course enrollment. 
You may find that a seat in that course opens up 
after petitioning ends or even after the beginning 
of the semester. 

Important Registration Reminders

Failure to register during the appointed periods re-
sults in a late fee. Exceptions are made for students 
on leaves of absence or enrolled in off-campus 
study programs.

Registration for a new course will not be accepted after 
the deadlines: Sept. 19 for the Fall semester, Jan. 20 for 
the Winter semester, and April 25 for Short Term. 
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No withdrawals from courses are permitted after the 
deadlines of Nov. 3 for the Fall semester, March 2 
for the Winter semester and April 27 for Short Term. 
Exceptions to these deadlines are rarely granted. 
Students should consult with the offices of the Dean 
of Students or the registrar if they have questions.

Auditing a course or unit does not require registration 
and is not recorded on the academic transcript. You 
must get the approval of the instructor and consult 
with the Registrar and Academic Systems Office. 

Last But Certainly Not Least

Some pieces of academic and course informa-
tion don’t fit neatly into any section. But don’t 
be deceived — these are very important points of 
information that you may need to know and use 
during your four years. 

Pass/Fail, Short Term and Ongoing Grades
• Pass/Fail Option: You may take a maximum of 

two Bates courses (but not Short Term units) on 
a pass/fail basis, with a maximum of one in any 
single semester.

• You can choose this grading option until the last 
day to register for classes each semester. Your 
choice cannot be changed after that deadline. 

• The fact that you are taking a course pass/fail 
will not be noted on the course roster. Unless you 
choose to tell someone, only you and the registrar 
will know about the pass/fail status.

• Departments and programs may have certain 
rules about which courses can be taken pass/fail 
and still fulfill requirements for majors or second-
ary concentrations. Be sure to check your Bates
Catalog for more information.

• Courses taken on a pass/fail basis may not be 
used to satisfy General Education requirements.

• Short Term unit grades appear on the transcript, 
but do not contribute to either your GPA or 
quality points. While many Short Term units are 
graded, professors may decide to use grades of 
S (satisfactory) and U (unsatisfactory). How a 
course will be graded (i.e., letter grade or S/U) is 
published in the Short Term schedule.

• If you are completing a senior thesis program that 
extends over two semesters, the first semester’s 
work is designated as “in progress” until the 
completion of the thesis. At this point the final 
grade will computed twice in your GPA.

Insiders’ Tip: 
It is important to remember that when you have 
course obligations (attendance, test, paper, etc.), 
personal travel arrangements will not merit a dean’s 
excuse — not even flight tickets.

Class Attendance
Attendance in class is expected. According to the 
current registration policy, you must attend the first 
day of class or risk being dropped from the course 
by the instructor. It is the instructor’s responsibility 
to inform students of the policy on attendance in 
the class. It is the student’s responsibility to meet all 
course obligations (including course evaluation at 
the end of the semester).

Dean’s Excuses
Absences due to serious illness or official College 
representation (e.g., athletic contests, debates, class 
field trips) are excused. All excuses from course ob-
ligations, including those for personal emergencies, 
must be obtained from the Dean of Students Office. 
Excuses for illness require substantiation by a physi-
cian or the College Health Center. Personal travel 
arrangements are an insufficient reason for excuses.

Examinations
The College observes a number of guidelines 
regarding exams: 

• According to faculty policy, instructors are re-
quired to give their students one full week’s notice 
prior to an hour-long written examination. 

• Hour examinations or quizzes should not be given 
on the first day after a vacation period. 

• No course quizzes, hour examinations or final 
examinations should be given during the last 
five class days of a regular semester or on Rosh 
Hashana or Yom Kippur. (This provision does not 
apply to practical examinations given in laboratory 
work or to Short Term courses.) 



BATES STUDENT HANDBOOK 2006–0716

• Students who miss hour examinations because 
of excused illness, personal emergency or official 
College representation are permitted to make 
them up at the mutual convenience of the instruc-
tor and student.

• Final examinations are given in courses unless 
otherwise announced by the instructor and noted 
in the course schedule. 

• Students who miss a final examination for any 
reason must immediately contact the Dean of 
Students Office.

Off-Campus Study Programs 

One of the most exciting things about a Bates edu-
cation is the opportunity to enrich your experience 
with study at a different U.S. college, in the center 
of London, in the Amazon region or in the shadow 
of the Himalayas.

There are exciting options for students at all stages 
in their Bates careers.

For a Year, Semester or Short Term
Each year, Bates faculty members present one or 
more Fall Semester Abroad programs. These pro-
grams and off-campus Short Term units, also led by 
Bates faculty, are open to students in all classes. 

Other programs are aimed at students in their junior 
year. These include the Junior Semester and Junior 
Year Abroad programs; and consortium programs 

such as the ISLE program in Sri Lanka, SITA program 
in India and the Associated Kyoto program in Japan. 

Opportunities exist for study elsewhere in the 
United States through the Washington Semester 
program; exchange programs with Morehouse and 
Spelman colleges in Atlanta; Washington and Lee 
University in Virginia; and the Research Internship 
Programs at Jackson Laboratory in Bar Harbor, 
Maine, and Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Cen-
ter in New York City. 

Want to Know More?
Detailed information about these opportunities and 
College requirements for participation is available in 
the Bates College Catalog, at the Off-Campus Study 
Office in Lane Hall and on the Off-Campus Study 
Web page: www.bates.edu/acad/offcampusstudy.

Transferring Coursework to Bates

Some students choose to expand upon their Bates 
experience by attending classes at other institu-
tions in the United States, from which they may 
receive transfer credit for completed courses. There 
are a number of guidelines for transferring credit 
to Bates from other institutions. These are outlined 
in detail in the catalog and on the Transfer Credit 
Application, available at the Registrar and Academic 
Systems Office in Libbey Forum or on the Web. 
Complete a transfer credit application form and 
submit it to the registrar to receive pre-approval for 
transfer course work.
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Taking Time Away from Bates College

You should enjoy your college life. However, know 
that sometimes it becomes necessary, for a variety of 
reasons, to spend time away from the Bates campus 
or even higher education in general. There are several 
different means of taking time away, or taking a 
leave of absence, from the College.

Insiders’ Tip:
If you ever begin to consider whether or not to 
take a leave of absence, you should immediately 
talk to your faculty advisor and a dean of students. 
Both your advisor and the deans will be happy to 
talk things through with you and help you consider 
all of our options.

Personal Leave
In some circumstances, students may need to inter-
rupt their study at the College for health or personal 
reasons. In addition, students may take a personal 
leave of absence to pursue an internship or another 
nonacademic experience. Accordingly, the College 
permits students in good standing to apply to the 
Dean of Students Office for a personal leave of ab-
sence. Here are two important points to be aware of:

• You must complete a leave-of-absence form and 
have it approved by a dean and signed by officers 
from the Office of the Registrar and Academic 
Systems and the Student Financial Services Office. 
(Some education loan repayments may begin if 
the leave is a personal leave.)

• Students on a personal leave may take up to two 
courses elsewhere for Bates credit, subject to the 
Bates transfer policies. 

Sometimes a student takes a leave of absence for 
medical and/or psychiatric reasons. Students hospi-
talized or incapacitated for such reasons who wish 
thereafter to continue in college must demonstrate 
that their capacities have not been impaired to such 
an extent that they would be unable to function 
at Bates. Such decisions are made by the Dean of 
Students Office and are based on reports from the 
College physician or, when appropriate, psychiatric 
affiliates, and on discussions with the student. 

Withdrawal, Dismissal and Reinstatement
You may withdraw voluntarily from the College at 
any time by informing the Dean of Students Office. 
If possible, you should also meet with someone in 
the Office of the Registrar and Academic Systems 
and in the Student Financial Services Office. Failure 
to inform the Dean of Students Office will result in 
an automatic F in all courses. Since the deans are 
often responsible for providing letters of recommen-
dation for purposes of transfer and job applications, 
a conference with them at the time of withdrawal is 
in your best interest.

Reinstatement after Withdrawal or Dismissal
The rules for reinstatement to Bates after withdraw-
ing vary according to the circumstances surrounding 
the withdrawal. Here are basic guidelines that are 
used for students who wish to rejoin the College:

• A student in good academic standing who with-
draws from the College may be reinstated at the 
discretion of the Dean of Students Office, if the re-
instatement is within two years of the withdrawal. 

• A student in good standing withdrawn for more than 
two years, a student not in good standing or a stu-
dent who has been dismissed from the College must 
apply for readmission to the Committee on Academic 
Standing through the Dean of Students Office. 

• Students not in good standing or dismissed must 
be separated from the College for at least one full 
semester, and must provide evidence of serious pur-
pose and of academic or professional involvement. 

Candidates for readmission for the Fall semester 
must submit their credentials by May 1. Those 
seeking readmission for the Winter semester must 
submit their credentials by Nov. 1.

Matriculation after readmission by the Committee 
on Academic Standing depends on the availability 
of space in the College. Students who are twice dis-
missed for academic deficiency normally may not ap-
ply for readmission. Academic standing is determined 
by regulations in effect at the time of withdrawal.
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Refund Policy
Sometimes you, or your parents/guarantors, will be 
eligible for a refund if you take a leave of absence or 
withdraw from the College. There are guidelines that 
determine whether you can receive a refund and, if 
so, how much. 

Refunds are issued by request to the Student Finan-
cial Services Office after a leave or withdrawal has 
been granted. 

Students withdrawing on or before the 50th day of a 
full semester receive a prorated refund of the annual 
charge as follows: 

• 100 percent: On or before the first day of semester; 

• 90 percent: 2–10 days after the first day of semester;

• 75 percent: 11–20 days after the first day of semester; 

• 50 percent: 21–30 days after the first day of semester; 

• 25 percent: 31–50 days after the first day of semester. 

• No refund after 50 days. 

Students who do not attend, or who withdraw from, 
Short Term are not entitled to a refund.

All off-campus, extra-cost Short Term units have 
an additional, nonrefundable $500 deposit due if a 
student registers for a unit. Additional charges are 
applied when a student registers and then drops the 
unit, depending upon costs incurred by the College 
on behalf of the student.

In accordance with federal regulations, the first day 
of the leave or withdrawal is the date indicated by 
the student on the leave-of-absence or withdrawal 

form. If no date is stipulated by the student, the first 
day of the leave or withdrawal is defined as the last 
day the student attended any class.

If you receive federal financial aid, you need to 
consult the financial aid policies in the Catalog
and meet with a financial aid officer in the Student 
Financial Services Office.

Student Transcripts and Records

During your Bates career you may find that you need 
a copy of your academic transcript. There are two 
types of transcripts: official and unofficial. You can 
obtain an unofficial transcript at any time by logging 
onto the Garnet Gateway and printing a copy.

However, you may need an official transcript to 
submit with an application for an internship, off-
campus study opportunity or a job. To request an 
official transcript, log into the Garnet Gateway 
and select “Request Official Transcript” from the 
“Student Records” menu. Official transcripts issued 
to students are stamped “Issued to Student.” There 
is no charge for normal quantities, and transcripts 
are generally mailed within 3–5 business days. The 
College reserves the right to withhold transcripts of 
students with outstanding financial obligations.

Insiders’ Tip: 
If you receive an official transcript in a sealed en-
velope (for delivery to a school, place of business, 
etc.), do not open the envelope. Once you open the 
envelope, the office to which you are submitting the 
transcript may not accept it as an official document.
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Confidentiality of Education Records

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act 

(FERPA) affords students certain rights with respect 

to their education records.

1. FERPA affords the right to inspect and review 

the student’s education records within 45 days of 

the day the College receives a request for access. 

Students should submit to the registrar, dean of stu-

dents, chair of the academic department or program, 

or other appropriate official written requests that 

identify the records they wish to inspect. The College 

official makes arrangements for access and notifies 

the student of the time and place where the records 

may be inspected. If the records are not maintained 

by the College official to whom the request is sub-

mitted, the official advises the student of the correct 

official to whom the request should be addressed.

2. FERPA affords the right to request the amendment 

of the student’s education records that the student 

believes are inaccurate or misleading. A student may 

ask the College to amend a record that he or she be-

lieves is inaccurate or misleading. The student should 

write the College official responsible for the record, 

clearly identify the part of the record he or she wants 

changed, and specify why it is inaccurate or mislead-

ing. If the College decides not to amend the record 

as requested by the student, the College notifies the 

student of the decision and advises the student of 

his or her right to a hearing regarding the request for 

amendment. Additional information regarding the 

hearing procedures is provided to the student when 

notified of the right to a hearing.

3. FERPA affords the right to consent to disclosures 

of personally identifiable information contained 

in the student’s education records, except to the 

extent that FERPA authorizes disclosure without 

consent. One exception that permits disclosure 

without consent is disclosure to College officials, or 

officials of institutions with which the College has 

consortial agreements, with legitimate educational 

interests. A College official is a person employed by 

Bates in an administrative, supervisory, academic or 

support-staff position (including Security and Health 

Center staff); a person or company with whom the 

College has contracted (such as an attorney, auditor 

or collection agent); a person serving on the Board 

of Trustees; or a student serving on an official com-

mittee, such as the Committee on Student Conduct, 

or assisting another College official in performing 

his or her tasks. A College official has a legitimate 

educational interest if the official needs to review 

an education record in order to fulfill his or her 

professional responsibility.

4. FERPA affords the right to file a complaint with 

the U.S. Department of Education concerning 

alleged failures by the College to comply with the 

requirements of FERPA. The name and address of 

the office that administers FERPA is Family Policy 

Compliance Office, U.S. Department of Educa-

tion, 400 Maryland Avenue SW, Washington, DC 

20202-5901.

Bates College reserves the right to refuse to permit 

a student to inspect those records excluded from 

the FERPA definition of education records and to 

deny transcripts or copies of records not required to 

be made available by FERPA if the student has an 

unpaid financial obligation to the College or if there 

is an unresolved disciplinary action against him or 

her. Fees are not assessed for search and retrieval of 

the records, but there may be a charge for copying 

and postage.

The Office of the Registrar and Academic Systems 

makes available copies of the federal regulations 

and the institutional policy on educational records 

as well as additional information about the Family 

Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974.

Directory Information. Bates identifies the following 

as directory information: name; identification (ID) 

number; class; address (campus, home and e-mail); 

telephone listings; major and secondary-concen-

tration fields of study; participation in officially recog-

nized sports, extracurricular activities and off-campus 

study programs; dates of attendance; degrees, 

honors and awards received from the College; and 

individually identifiable photographs and electronic 

images of the student solicited or maintained directly 

by Bates as part of the educational record.
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Student Life

During your years at Bates you will be able to 

explore student life to the fullest degree. Indeed, 

most of you will make creative contributions 

to the development and improvement of the 

community in some way. This handbook looks 

at three primary areas of student life: cocurricu-

lar, residential and extracurricular. Whether you 

want to learn more about how the housing lot-

tery works; explore volunteer service or intern-

ship options, or apply for fellowships; or throw 

a party for your residence hall, you will find the 

basic information you need to know in the next 

three sections of this handbook.

You are encouraged to develop a rich, diverse 

and creative life as a member of the Bates 

community.

Cocurricular

Bates students have a long tradition of linking their 
studies and intellectual interests to work, play and 
exploration in areas on and off campus. In recent 
years a group of College administrators, faculty and 
staff have created a more unified system of cocur-
ricular work called “connected learning.”

Connected learning challenges you to extend cur-
ricular connections to other learning activities. In 
doing this you can take more creative control over 
developing and shaping your learning experience. 
You will also meet people, gain opportunities and 
generate ideas and actions that supplement and 
enrich the learning that you do in the classroom.

There are many different ways to connect your 
learning from class to class and between the class-
room and the “real world.” Here are just some of 
the experiences you can use to extend and connect 
your learning:

• Internships

• Service-learning

• Off-campus study 

• Summer or academic-year employment

• Research

• Independent study

• Special fellowships

• Volunteer work

• Senior thesis /honors thesis

The key idea here is that you work with advisors, 
faculty and administrators to create the learning 
experience that you want. This enables you to tailor 
your activities and learning at Bates from your first 
year right through to your final semester. The goal 
of connected learning is to create a learning experi-
ence of considerable power, one whose whole is 
more than the sum of its parts. The ability to make 
this happen is in your hands.

How to Learn More About Connected Learning
There are faculty, staff and administrators all over 
campus who will be eager to talk with you about 
engaging in connected learning in your own indi-
vidual manner. Here are a few of the places where 
you might find people to discuss this dimension of 
your college life with:

• Your academic advisor’s office

• Off-Campus Study Office

• Dean of Students Office

• Harward Center for Community Partnerships

• Dean of Faculty’s Office

• Summer Research Program (Dean of the 
Faculty’s Office)

• Office of Career Services

Residential Life

A fair amount of your life at Bates will be spent 
in your residence sleeping, studying, talking with 
friends, watching TV or just hanging out. Residential 
life is an important component in any student’s col-
lege experience. In this section you’ll learn where to 
find information on the various residential halls and 
houses at Bates. You will be introduced to individu-
als who are crucial to maintaining the quality of 
residential life, your JAs (Junior Advisors) and RCs 
(Residence Coordinators). You’ll also hear about 
some of the less appealing dimensions of residential 
life as you read about the College’s position on, and 
procedures for handling, dorm damage. This section 
will conclude with a topic near and dear to many 
hearts: your motor vehicle.

Smoking Policy
Use of any tobacco product is prohibited 
in all campus buildings, including resi-
dence halls. Smoking is also prohibited 
within 50 feet of all campus buildings, 

including residence halls. See the Smoking and 
Tobacco Policy on p. 52 for more details.
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E-Access and Room Keys
Every student is issued a program-

mable BatesCard, an ID card that 
activates keyless entry to the 

student’s residence hall 24 hours a 
day and to all other residences during 

specific hours. Most academic and athletic 
buildings may also be accessed with the card. In 
addition, the card is used for identification in the 
Ladd Library and Memorial Commons, and may be 
programmed for use as an ATM card for students 
with accounts at branches of TD Banknorth.

Keys: In addition to the BatesCard that provides 
access to a student’s residential building, one key 
is provided to each student. No deposit is required; 
however, a per-key charge is billed to the student’s 
account if the key is lost or not returned prior to 
leaving campus on the final day of residence, as 
outlined in the College housing contract.

Housing
Bates offers a wide range of housing options. Some 
residences are known for their social atmosphere; 
others are considered quiet. Some living arrange-
ments promote a sense of community within a room, 
a quad, a floor or a whole building. Sometimes, 
a residence or house will gain a reputation for a 
particular living style and people who want that will 
migrate there. Other times, students will completely 
challenge the “norm” and create their own unique 
ambience. Either way, on-campus living at Bates is 
a great social opportunity! You can find information 
about each campus residence, including photos of 
many of them, at www.bates.edu/housing.

As you get ready to move to campus, it’s important 
to remember that you have agreed to live by certain 
regulations. Remember the Residence Hall and Din-
ing Services Regulations Contract that you signed? If 
you don’t remember this document, you can go to 
p. 74 in this handbook to review its terms. Even 
if you don’t commit this admittedly long text to 
memory, it will be a valuable reference. When you 
wonder whether you can do or add something to 
your room, you should first check the regulations. All 
students are required to abide by the principles and 
guidelines listed in the regulations.

Housing/Roommate Issues
We hope that you’re thoroughly pleased with your 
residences, and that you and your roommate(s) 
become best friends, share a room through your 
years at Bates and then continue a lifelong friend-
ship . . . and now, back to the real world. Hope-
fully, that happy scenario will come true for some 
of you. Others may find that the “fit” with your 
roommate(s) just isn’t all you had hoped for. Or you 
may dislike your room and building intensely. While 
it can’t be guaranteed that these situations can be 
fixed, there are steps that can be taken to explore 
your options, resolve difficult situations and work 
to make your residential situation happier. Here are 
some beginning suggestions:

• Stick with the situation for a little while. You may 
find that you actually do like that roommate. 
Perhaps you’ll decide that your room really isn’t 
SO bad. It takes a little time to get used to sharing 
space with someone new. 

• If you’re still unhappy with your situation, talk to 
your roommate(s). You owe it to them, and to 
yourself, to attempt to resolve difficult situations. 
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Sometimes it is difficult to open these conver-
sations, but almost always both you and your 
roommate(s) will come away from the conversa-
tion with either a resolution to the problem or a 
clearer understanding of what must be tried next.

• Talk to your JA and/or RC. These folks are trained 
to help in situations just like yours. This is part 
of their job and one of the dimensions of being 
residential staff that they like the most. 

• Try mediation. The JAs and RCs are qualified to 
serve as mediators. In addition, Dean Erin Foster 
Zsiga is an excellent mediator and will serve as 
such for you and your roommate(s) (assuming 
you’ve tried the above possibilities).

If None of These Attempts Works
If there are still unsolved problems, go to the Hous-
ing Office, in Chase Hall. Just remember that there 
are only 375 singles on campus. Despite the ever-
present challenge of a full campus, we will try hard 
to find a solution for truly irreconcilable differences 
and housing distress. Dean Foster Zsiga is very good 
at helping people think through all their options.

The Housing Lottery
In March, rooms for the following year are selected 
by students through a lottery. Each student’s name is 
printed out by class, and each is assigned a random 
number that determines the order in which students 
in each class will pick a room. These lists are posted 
outside the Housing Office the week of your respec-
tive lottery night. Rising seniors pick the first night, 
then so on down to the rising sophomores. Room 
diagrams for each residence are posted in Chase Hall 
Gallery a week before the lottery. 

Usually not all rising sophomores are able to pick 
rooms for the following year. Don’t panic! You can 
sign up for summer placement and get a room during 
the summer. The summer placement form gives you 
the opportunity to list priorities for building and room 
type. And don’t worry if it’s the middle of the sum-
mer and you still don’t know where you will live next 
year, as placements are done in mid-August. This is 
when we have the most desirable spaces available.

Residence Coordinators/Junior Advisors
The residential life program at Bates rests upon 
a close working relationship between the RC or 
JA and the area dean affiliated with a particular 
building. These individuals work together to help 
advisees and residents. 

The roles played by RCs and JAs are many and var-
ied. The list below might give you an idea of how 
your RC and/or JA can work best with you to make 
the most of your time here at Bates.

Peer Advisor/Mentor: All conversations with your 
RC or JA are confidential. Many times an RC/JA 
can help with a particular issue — talking over a 

personal problem, an academic dilemma or a room-
mate situation might evoke new ideas for handling 
it. Your RC/JA is there for you.

Supplemental Academic Advisor: As part of their 
training, an RC/JA becomes aware of all kinds of 
academic programs and schedules. Often they can 
share their first-hand experience with particular 
professors, classes or majors; sometimes they can 
point you to someone who can better help you. Ei-
ther way, an RC/JA is a valuable resource, especially 
when your faculty advisor is hard to find.

Residential Life Resource and Programmer: Many
RC/JAs will provide information about upcoming 
activities around the College and community, as well 
as plan dorm activities. If you have any fun ideas, 
drop by their room and talk to them! 

College Liaison: Your RC/JA has weekly meetings 
with the Dean of Students Office and serves as a 
residential liaison between the faculty/administration 
and the students. If you have particular concerns you 
would like addressed, this is one avenue to try. 

Information Central: RC/JAs go through an 
intensive training program at the beginning of the 
academic year that acquaints them with the many 
services Bates provides. If your RC/JA doesn’t know 
the answer to a particular question, more often than 
not he or she knows someone who can help. 

Friend, Advocate and Ally: One of the most impor-
tant roles of the RC/JA is to represent and support 
you and your residence-mates in a safe, comfortable 
and encouraging environment.
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Get to know your JA and/or RC. These individuals 
have been chosen by the Dean of Students Office 
and the College as resources and a support network 
for all students living in College residences. Aside 
from that, you can always count on them to know 
about activities, organizations and fun things to do 
on and off campus. They are here to share their 
expertise with you. 

What’s the difference between a JA 
and an RC?

While there are many overlaps in the roles and respon-
sibilities of JAs (Junior Advisors) and RCs (Residence 
Coordinators), there are distinct differences, too.

JAs are juniors, sometimes seniors, who serve as 
guides, resources and role models to first-year stu-
dents. Each JA is attached to a first-year center (i.e., 
six to 15 first-year students residing in the same 
floor or section of a residence hall or house). 

RCs are juniors or seniors who serve as building 
coordinators and organizers in residences containing 
upper-class students or students from all class years. 
There is one RC per building in the larger residence 
halls. A single RC may be responsible for several of 
the smaller residential houses. RCs also play lead 
roles in working with Physical Plant to accurately 
attribute dorm damage fees.

Residential Living and Dorm Damage
The vast majority of Bates community members 
work hard to keep the campus and residential build-
ings in top shape. But there are individuals who will, 
on occasion, intentionally damage residences. The 
College absolutely deplores this type of intentional 
destruction for its structural impact, and even more 
for the demoralizing effects that it has upon the 
residential community.

Campus dormitory damage procedures are outlined 
below. A full description of the procedures and the 
accompanying standardized damage costs and defini-
tions can be found on pp. 54–56 in this handbook.

All students living on campus are challenged to 
work together to end dorm damage. All campus 
residents are also encouraged to think about the im-
pact of such damage — not just upon themselves, 
but also on their peers, the custodial staff and the 
beauty and reputation of the campus.

Dormitory Damage Procedures 
Summary

Dormitory damage is defined as damage that ex-
ceeds a physical condition that would be expected 
due to normal wear and tear. There are several 
steps in handling dormitory damage:

• Discovering the damage

• Recording the damage

• Creating a work order 

• Creating a bill

• Scheduling corrective work

• Performing corrective work

Below are examples of typical dorm damage items 
and the costs they incur. For a complete copy of the 
dorm damage procedures and item costs, please 
refer to pp. 54–56 in this handbook.

Dormitory Damage: Standard Charges

Item Charges Fine Total
Baluster $87.45  $87.45
Door, interior $529.84  $529.84
Smoke detector $297.38 $75.00 $372.38
Wall damage, $181.01  $181.01
medium

Cars on Campus
Cars on campus and parking permits are hot topics 
at Bates. These topics are in the Residential Life sec-
tion of this handbook because, for many students, a 
car is an important part of residential life. Although 
this is true, Bates believes that you can obtain a 
college degree without maintaining a car on or near 
campus. Also parking is limited on campus.

Through either your experiences at Bates already or 
the first-year student materials sent to you during 
the summer, you know that parking permits are dis-
tributed through a lottery system, followed by an 
appeal and review process. This entire procedure is 
run by the Bates College Student Government.

Insiders’ Tip:
If you don’t receive a parking permit but still need 
to have your car at Bates, contact the Campus 
Security Office for information about individuals or 
businesses near campus willing to rent a parking 
space to students.
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Please don’t think that because you don’t have a 
car, you are tied to campus. The Student Activities 
Office runs a weekend shuttle that stops at many 
spots in town (grocery store, pharmacy, restaurants, 
cinema complex). This office also offers several trips 
each month to points of interest in Maine and nearby 
states. Destinations have included the Maine Mall, 
the Old Port in Portland, downtown Boston, Red Sox 
games, ski resorts and whitewater rafting.

Parking Regulations
To make this very important information as clear 
as possible, it is set up in the form of questions and 
answers. If you don’t see your question, contact 
Security — they will probably know the answer.

Who needs a parking permit on the Bates campus?
Owners of any vehicle parked on campus (including 
motorcycles, mopeds and vehicles belonging to stu-
dents who live off campus) must have a valid parking 
permit. Vehicles must be registered with Security. 

If there are limited spaces, who decides which 
students get permits?
Distribution of permits is determined through a stu-
dent lottery conducted by the student government.

How much do permits cost? And if I am granted a 
permit, where can I pick it up?
Permits are $75 and are billed directly to student 
accounts. Parking permits and decals are distributed 
by Security.

Where do I display the parking decal on my car?
The parking decal must be properly affixed to the 
left rear window. Improper placement constitutes 
a violation of the parking policy. If there’s a ques-
tion about the placement of a parking decal, call 

Security. Any vehicle with an altered parking decal 
is in violation of College policy and the vehicle 
owner is subject to being fined and/or having the 
vehicle towed from campus property.

What happens if I lose my permit or it gets stolen? 
Lost or stolen permits must be reported to Security 
immediately. 

What should I do with the permit if I sell my car 
and get a new one?
If a vehicle is sold or involved in an accident that will 
prevent its return to campus, the permit must be re-
moved and returned to Security for a replacement.

Who qualifies as a visitor?
A visitor is any person not employed by or enrolled 
at Bates College who has business or another reason 
to be on campus. Students living off campus are not 
considered visitors and are required to have valid 
parking permits. Visitors who receive five parking 
tickets will lose their parking privileges and may be 
towed without warning.

If a friend of mine drives to Bates to visit, what do 
we do about the car?
All visitors desiring to park vehicles on Bates College 
property must register them with the Security Office 
upon arrival. A temporary parking permit will be 
issued to the visitor at no cost. Visitors must comply, 
however, with College parking regulations. For this 
reason it is the responsibility of any member of the 
Bates community who has invited visitors to the 
campus to inform them of the parking regulations.

What if I need to bring a different car to campus?
If, and only if, you already have a parking permit, 
you will be issued a temporary permit for this ve-
hicle. Go to Security where they will verify that you 
have a valid permit and will issue the temporary one.

Will the College warn me if my unregistered car is 
found on campus?
No. Any unpermitted vehicle found parked on cam-
pus is subject to being fined and/or towed and stored 
at the owner’s expense, without warning. If for some 
reason, you cannot properly register your vehicle or 
the vehicle of a visitor, contact the Security Office 
immediately. 

Can a permit be transferred?
Parking privileges cannot be transferred and may be 
revoked in the event of any application, permit or 
vehicle misrepresentation.

Who enforces parking regulations?
Bates College Security is responsible for enforc-
ing these regulations. Security officers may require 
identification of any person on campus. Refusal to 
comply may result in the issuance of a citation as well 
as notification of the appropriate municipal police de-
partment. Parking regulations are in effect 24 hours a 
day, 365 days a year, and are constantly enforced.
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Vehicles parked on campus outside of designated 
spaces or their allotted group location (e.g., fac-
ulty/staff parking, student parking, etc.) will receive 
a parking ticket. In addition, parking is prohibited 
(whether it is posted or not) in driveways, walk-
ways, building exits, fire lanes, on the grass or any 
place that would inhibit the access of emergency 
vehicles. In such cases, the vehicle will be towed 
and stored at the owner’s expense.

Parking Fines
• Parking fines range from $10 to $75 depending 

upon the violation. 

• Owners of unpermitted motor vehicles found 
on campus will be fined $20, which includes an 
additional administrative fee.

How can I find out where to park?
It is the responsibility of each student, faculty and 
staff member of Bates College who desires to park 
on campus to obtain a copy of a campus park-
ing map and parking regulations. The map clearly 
designates where faculty, staff, students and visitors 
may park, and each person is responsible for being 
familiar with the map and the locations on campus 
where parking is permitted.

If I live off campus, should I still get a permit?
Commuter permits are available to seniors who 
reside off campus at a cost of $60.

What should I do if I believe I’ve received a parking 
ticket in error?
An individual who wishes to appeal a parking 
enforcement action should pick up a Parking Ap-
peals form at the Security Office. The completed 
form must be submitted within seven calendar days 
of the enforcement action to the Parking Appeals 
Board at the Security Office. (Appeals received after 
seven calendar days will not be heard.) 

The appellant is notified of the board’s decision 
following the next meeting. The decision of the 
Parking Appeals Board is final. The fact that there 

was no sign indicating you could not park in a par-
ticular location is not a valid excuse and will not be 
accepted by the Parking Appeals Board.

What happens if my parking permit is revoked?
Upon accrual of five parking tickets, parking 
privileges will be revoked for the remainder of 
the school year, and the vehicle may no longer be 
parked on campus at any time. Banned vehicles will 
be issued a ticket carrying a $75 fine each time they 
are found parked on campus. 

How do I find parking information?
General parking announcements are e-mailed to 
particular campus groups such as faculty, staff and 
students. Parking announcements will be titled 
“Parking Notice” or “Urgent Parking Notice.” All 
persons with vehicles or plans to have a vehicle on 
campus are responsible for all information in parking 
e-mails. E-mail should be checked daily.

I need to drop things off at a friend’s dorm. Will I 
be ticketed?
Vehicles may be parked temporarily in driveways 
close to buildings for up to 15 minutes for loading 
or unloading, provided that the emergency flashers 
are activated and the driver is available to move 
the vehicle. Vehicles parked for more than 15 
minutes will be ticketed and/or towed. 

Keep in mind that the driveways are fire lanes and 
must be kept open at all times for emergency/res-
cue vehicles. 

My friend borrowed my car and got a ticket. Am I 
responsible for it?
Yes. You are responsible for your vehicle at all times. 
If your friend wishes to pay for the ticket, this is 
possible; however, the violation will remain on your 
vehicle’s record.

May I park my car in faculty/staff areas during non-
business hours?
Parking in faculty/staff parking areas is open to 
students with permits from 5 p.m. to 1 a.m. week-
days and from 5 p.m. Friday to 1 a.m. Monday, 
weather permitting.

Students may park in the Nichols Street lot from 5 
p.m. weekdays and Sundays to 7 o’clock the follow-
ing morning, weather permitting.

Parking on Bardwell Street, for vehicles with permits 
only, is available to students, faculty, staff and visi-
tors, but is prohibited on Bardwell Street and in the 
Olin Arts Center lot between midnight and 7 a.m., 
weekends included. 

May I leave my car on campus during breaks?
Merrill Lot will be used for parking during College 
breaks. 
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Students who wish to leave their vehicles on 
campus over any break must contact Security with 
information about their vehicles, as well as where 
they may be contacted in case of an emergency. 

Students who stay on campus during break may 
park in other designated spaces on campus during 
the day (weather permitting) but must park their 
vehicles in Merrill Lot at night. Vehicles left in 
any other lots on campus at night will be ticketed 
and/or towed.

It snowed last night! Do I have to move my car?!
Any person using campus parking areas must co-
operate during periods of snow removal or required 
maintenance by moving his or her vehicle promptly 
when required.

Notices will be placed in all dorms and in The Bates 
Daily stating the dates and times of snow removal 
or required maintenance. Any vehicle impeding 
these operations will be towed and the owner will 
be responsible for all related expenses.

Insiders’ Tip:
Parking decals are not transferable from one student 
vehicle to another. Violations will result in a student 
conduct report to the Dean of Students Office, 
which may result in a loss of parking privileges.

When in doubt, call Bates Security at ext. 6254 or 
use a security phone and check before you park!

Extracurricular Life

Student Activities
All students are encouraged to participate in the 
many opportunities that extracurricular life at Bates 
offers. There is such a variety of activities and student 
organizations on campus that, regardless of your 
interests, you will almost certainly find something in 
which to get involved. These activities and organiza-
tions have many benefits. You have a chance for 
engagement, social interaction, leadership develop-
ment, learning new skills and having a good time. All 
you need to do to find out which opportunities you 
may wish to explore is to . . . keep reading.

But first, it’s important that you clearly understand 
what the College expects from you as a participant 
in campus activities.

General Conduct Guidelines
Bates College takes pride in the responsible attitude 
of its students and the social and educational atmo-
sphere of its campus.

Bates students are held responsible for their conduct 
at all times. Any student who becomes disorderly, is 
involved in a disturbance, interferes with the rights of 
others, damages property, brings the name of the Col-
lege into disrepute, or is individually or as a member of 
a group involved in unacceptable social behavior on or 
off campus shall be subject to disciplinary action by the 
Student Conduct Committee (SCC).



BATES STUDENT HANDBOOK 2006–0728

Student Activities Office 
The Student Activities Office, in Chase Hall, coordi-
nates extracurricular scheduling at Bates. There are 
many things that you can take care of with a visit to 
Claire Lavallee at the Student Activities Office. Here 
are a few:

• Reserve one of the College’s vans, or learn more 
about using the online Events at Bates system to 
reserve a room on campus;

• Make photocopies (if you have the organization 
number of your club or group);

• Sign up for one of the College’s free bus trips 
(trips take place each month);

• Find information you need to start a new club or 
organization. 

Introducing ‘Events at Bates’
New for the 2006–07 academic year, Events at 
Bates is the system Bates people use to schedule 
meetings and plan events on campus. This central-
ized, Web-based tool makes it easier to organize 
gatherings: It provides a shared online calendar to 
simplify event planning and allows you to arrange
appropriate equipment or services for an event, 
such as furniture, refreshments, audio-visual equip-
ment. All members of the Bates community may 
view the Events at Bates calendar (events.bates.edu)
and use the online request form to book meetings 
and events. (See pp. 28–31 for policies pertaining 
to scheduling events.)

Tuesday evenings are reserved for class meet-
ings; therefore, no extracurricular events may be 
scheduled then.

Student Organizations 2006–07
There are numerous student organizations that plan 
to be active during the 2006–07 academic year. You 
can find a complete listing and brief description of all 
current student organizations at www.bates.edu/stu-
dent-org-list.xml.

How to Start a New Student Organization

The Extracurricular Activities and Residential Life 
(EARL) Committee is a student-faculty committee 
responsible for basic policies regarding extracur-
ricular life. These include the requirement that 
all student organizations be open to all Bates 
students. The College does not permit fraternities, 
sororities or closed societies.

The EARL Committee is responsible for the ap-
proval of constitutions of student organizations. 
This official recognition allows groups to use the 

name and facilities of Bates College. A constitu-
tion is a prerequisite for funding through the Bates 
College Student Government. Requests or ques-
tions regarding constitutions or budget allocations 
should be directed to the EARL Committee through 
the Student Activities Office. Please consult the 
Bates College Catalog or the Web site indicated 
above for descriptions of clubs and organizations. 
Feel free to bring any questions to the Student 
Activities Office.

The Student Government budget committee 
reviews the financial needs of all campus organi-
zations each year. The College makes an annual 
allocation for the budget committee to disburse to 
all student clubs and organizations.

Scheduling Events 

To use a common room or space on campus, an 
organization must reserve it through the new Events 
at Bates online scheduling system (events.bates.edu).

Events at Bates allows you to book a space and also 
publishes an online calendar of everything happen-
ing at Bates. There are two views of the calendar. 
One, visible to the world at large, lists only those 
events open to the general public. The other is vis-
ible only to members of the Bates community and 
lists all meetings, courses and events on campus.

This is a new way of working at Bates. Unlike the 
previous “blue-slip” process where you needed to 
know whom and when to call, you now use the 
on-line form for all requests for space. Simply login 
using your Bates user name and password, complete 
the on-line request form, submit it and you will 
receive a confirmation within 48 hours that the 
space has been reserved. Because the campus-wide 
calendar is now viewable online, it’s easy to see 
what space is available and to avoid conflicts with 
other scheduled events. 

If your gathering has catering, audio-visual or 
custodial needs, the form allows you to indicate 
those needs. It’s likely that you will be contacted by 
someone in one of the appropriate departments for 
follow-up details. 

Also new in 2006 is the Little Room, downstairs 
in Chase Hall. Named not because of its size (it’s 
actually quite spacious) but for Trustee William E. 
Little Jr., this is a fun social space, complete with a 
DJ sound system, dance floor, projection TV and 
a capacity of 125. Unlike other all-campus social 
spaces, it’s not necessary to hire a licensed caterer 
to host events with alcohol here. For more informa-
tion, visit the Student Activities Office.
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More information about the new scheduling 
process, including answers to frequently asked 
questions, appears at www.bates.edu/x115416.xml .
If you have additional questions, please contact 
Dean Tannenbaum or Claire Lavallee in the Student 
Activities Office.

What you won’t see in the Events at Bates system is 
a provision for providing alcohol at events. For that, 
if you are of legal drinking age, you need to visit the 
Student Activities Office and “blue-slip” your event. 
(“Blue slips,” so named because they once were 
printed on blue paper, are forms you must fill out in 
the process of arranging a gathering that includes 
alcohol.) Here, it’s crucial to know the appropriate 
procedures and policies. These are explained below. 

Organizing Alcohol-Free Events
Individual students may not reserve a space. Their 
events must be sponsored by or must represent a 
student organization or house council.

Use Events at Bates to find out if the room or space 
you wish to use is available. If it is, use the online 
form to book the event, including as much informa-
tion as possible. 

Spaces that must be reserved include residence hall 
lounges and other spaces on campus where groups 
gather. It is possible to book the central area of the 
main Quadrangle (“Historic Quad”), bordered by 
the Chapel, Parker-Hathorn-Dana, Coram-Carnegie 
and the walk along Campus Avenue. The hallway 
outside the Student Activities Office may be booked 
for exhibitions. Films may be shown in many reserv-
able locations, but not in Memorial Commons.

Posters and other event notices are limited to 
bulletin boards and other designated areas inside 
buildings. No posting is allowed in any windows or 
on the outside of any building. 

Campus Ban on Hard Liquor
In keeping with the recommendation of the 2000–01 
Alcohol Task Force, hard liquor is not allowed on 
campus. Please refer to the College Alcohol and Drug 
Policy (pp. 51–52) for detailed information. If you 
have questions about the definition of hard liquor, 
please contact Dean Keith Tannenbaum or the Alco-
hol, Tobacco and Other Drug (ATOD) Educator, Erin 
Foster Zsiga, in the Student Activities Office. 

‘Blue-Slipping’ Events Including Alcohol
The College maintains guidelines that must be ob-
served by people holding events that include alco-
hol. It is VERY important for you to read this section 
carefully and often if you want to host private or 
campuswide parties that involve alcohol.

Here are a few key guidelines that you should know 
about before you read the particulars:

• Events taking place on campus must be registered 
in the Student Activities Office.

• Hard liquor is barred (see sidebar above).

• A dean of students or the assistant coordinator of 
student activities will meet with you prior to host-
ing an event with alcohol. They will explain your 
responsibility as a social host under Maine law and 
the Bates College Alcohol Policy. 

• Students hosting or attending parties are respon-
sible for their own conduct, including following 
and understanding these guidelines.

We encourage you to take the time 
NOW to go to the College Codes and 
Guidelines section of this handbook 
and read the complete Bates College 
Alcohol and Drug Policy (pp. 51–52).

Following are the mandatory guidelines for blue-
slipped events involving alcohol. They are divided into 
three sections: private parties, campuswide parties and 
guidelines that apply to all events involving alcohol.

Private Parties With Alcohol
• Parties for more than 10 people are not permitted 

in individuals’ rooms. 

• Private parties must be held in reserved spaces. 

• Private parties may be held only in designated resi-
dential lounges and attendance cannot exceed 50. 

• Private parties are limited to a total of four hours.

• Kegs and other common-source containers of 
alcohol are allowed only in reserved spaces. 

Bates Security will confiscate kegs that have not 
been blue-slipped, and the incident will be referred 
to the Dean of Students Office for disciplinary ac-
tion. Taps found on unregistered kegs will also be 
taken. Neither the keg nor the tap will be returned. 


