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Mission Statement
THE COUNTERWEIGHT is a non-partisan publication dedicated to 
promoting the free exchange of ideas in an environment where 
meaningful debate and ideological diversity are often lacking. 
We, its staff, seek to serve the Bucknell community by infusing 

it with the ingredients necessary for a balanced educational 
experience. These ingredients include conservative, libertarian, 

and classical liberal thought. We aim to find and describe 
logical solutions to issues big and small, while adhering to the 

Constitution of the United States and all its amendments. 
We believe that peace is best achieved through strength, that 

utopia is nowhere, and that true equality is blind to race, creed, 
sex, and sexuality. We take it as our mission to expose the 

inadequacies of the leftist ideas that dominate this University 
and to articulate an alternative viewpoint. We strive to inform, 
engage, and perhaps even amuse our readers in doing so. We 
invite the active participation of any student who shares our 

vision and would like to join our crusade.

Disclaimer
The views expressed in the articles herein are solely those of each 
respective author. They do not necessarily reflect the opinions of 
any other club members, the Conservatives Club at large, BSG, 

or Bucknell University. Especially Bucknell University.

Submissions Policy
THE COUNTERWEIGHT wholeheartedly welcomes letters to the editor, 

letters to writers, or guest columns. They can be mailed to the 
club post office box or e-mailed to the individual writers or to

cw@bucknellconservatives.org. Prospective writers are advised 
that all correspondence with COUNTERWEIGHT staff about the 

publication is liable for publication unless specified otherwise.
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from thestaff
Power to the People

 The Bucknell University Conserva-
tives Club is pleased with the student reaction 
to its affirmative action bake sale and Star Park-
er speech.  Whether they are for or against ra-
cial preferences, students have responded to the 
BUCC with events of their own.  There is noth-
ing like the individual exercise of free speech to 
instill its importance, and now more than ever 
students are exercising their right to think and 
speak freely.
 If the Administration had its way, of 
course, this dialogue would not exist.  Besides 
their cheap use of a technicality – one dollar dif-
ference between doughnut prices listed and pric-
es sold – the Administration has now refused 
the BUCC a chance to reorganize the bake sale.  
If college is a marketplace of ideas, it should be 
a free market, and not one regulated by political 
correctness and the fictitious “right to not be of-
fended.”
 Without the Administration’s rude in-
terruptions in this debate, the BUCC would be 
able to better communicate its opposition to the 
institutional barriers hurting the welfare of ra-
cial minorities.  Conservatives believe “the sys-
tem” oppresses minorities too.  The system, 
however, is not free-market capitalism, but over 
four decades of failed government social and 
economic policy.  The speaker for which the 

bake sale advertised – Star Parker – explained 
how government failure disproportionately 
hurts minorities.
 If the Administration were not inter-
fering with free speech rights, perhaps campus 
conservatives could have discussed these is-
sues with curious students, continuing the de-
bate sparked by first bake sale.  For example, 
at a discussion on affirmative action and white 
privilege, conservatives explained how affirma-
tive action reinforces racial divisions, and how 
other government policies disadvantage minori-
ties.
 Unfortunately, the Administration’s 
meddling has distorted the Bucknell communi-
ty’s perception of the bake sale.  Few students 
and professors actually witnessed the event, 
but nevertheless salacious rumors and specula-
tion have caught like wildfire.  Conservatives 
are not only defending their free speech rights, 
but also responding to baseless accusations of 
students and faculty.  The public suppression of 
a legitimate event has created hostile environ-
ment for and negative perception of the BUCC.

Instead of letting free speech work, the Ad-
ministration is working hard to end the conver-
sation.  Progress and mutual understanding on 
race at Bucknell will now be lost in the absence 
of free speech.
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