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Mar. 24--It's reassuring that transparency is high on Luis Proenza's agenda to get to the bottom of the Plinton case. The
University of Akron president announced on Wednesday that an independent commission of community and campus
leaders will review law-enforcement and student-disciplinary policies and procedures at the university. The panel will
be chaired by the Rev. Ronald J. Fowler, senior pastor of the Arlington Church of God. The move promptly follows
Proenza's promise last week to conduct a thorough investigation of a disciplinary process that has raised serious
questions of fairness.

A police informant accused Charles Plinton, then a graduate student, of drug trafficking. Plinton denied the charges,
was tried in criminal court and acquitted in 40 minutes. Still, a university disciplinary panel deemed him "responsible"
for dealing drugs and suspended him for a semester. Plinton on Dec. 12 took his life in Pennsylvania.

Details about the paid informant, Richard D. "Hulk" Harris, and the events that drove Plinton from the university raise
many troubling questions. Harris, 35, is a felon. His 15-years long record includes four felony convictions and a dozen
on misdemeanor charges. He avoided a prison term in 1998 by becoming a police informant. At UA, he was paid $50
for each alleged drug deal he struck with a student.

Somebody must have known all of this when the Summit County Drug Unit and the university endorsed a plan to place
a felon on campus, issuing Harris a fake student schedule and housing him in a residence hall where he shared a unit
with a law student. Concerned as parents and administrators are to shut down drug trafficking and abuse on campus,
parents don't send their children to the University of Akron anticipating they might have to share living quarters with
characters like "Hulk."

Can university officials justify a process that embeds a Harris in a dorm and gives a building manager leeway to grant
him access to a dorm security camera tape? Harris claims he used the tape to identify Plinton as the suspect in the drug
deals in the dorm parking lot. It's not inconceivable that nonstudents use UA parking lots as well.

The outrage over the Plinton case is not because he was a black student but because he suffered an injustice as a result
of the university's policies and proceedings. The anger transcends race. For transparency, Proenza has wisely chosen to
involve leaders from outside the university on the review panel. The last thing the university needs is to leave the
impression, by the composition of the panel, that this is a racial issue. In naming the rest of the members and defining
the panel's task, the UA president and board of trustees owe the public a responsibility: To recognize and represent the
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concern in the entire community that university policies and proceedings ensure fairness for every student.
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