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California university sued for
punishing student posting flier

ROBERT JABLON, Associated Press Writer

Thursday, September 25, 2003

AP Breaking News

(09-25) 16:47 PDT LOS ANGELES (AP) --

A student sued the president and other officers of
California Polytechnic State University, San Luis
Obispo, in federal court Thursday, claiming his free-
speech rights were violated when he was punished
for trying to post a flier promoting a conservative
author.

The suit was filed with support from several
nonprofit groups who have backed similar legal
actions challenging speech codes at campuses
around the nation.

Last November, Steve Hinkle went to the campus
multicultural center to post a flier advertising a
speech by Mason Weaver, a black conservative who
argues that reliance on government aid enslaves
blacks.

Hinkle, who is white and an officer of the campus
Republican club, was confronted by some black
students in the lounge who said they found the flier
offensive. One student threatened to call campus
police, according to the suit.

Hinkle left without posting it but police later arrived
and took a report that stated they had been called
"to investigate a suspicious white male passing out
literature of an offensive racial nature,” the suit said.

In March, the school's Judicial Affairs Office ruled
that Hinkle violated a state regulation that bars
"obstruction or disruption" of campus functions --
specifically, a Bible study that the students
contended they were preparing to hold.

Hinkle was ordered to write letters of apology to the
students and warned that he could face stiffer
penalties or even potential expulsion if he refused,
according to the lawsuit.

Hinkle refused.

"l didn't do anything wrong. | was exercising my free-
speech rights to advertise for an event for my club,"

-Printer-friendly version
-Email this article to a friend

Chronicle. obs
TOP JOBS

» REAL

ESTATE STAFF
APPRAISER TransUnion
Se

» CUSTOMER
SERV. MGR. for our
growing South SF

k SALES
Licensed poster &
calendar products

Trends International

F MANAGEMENT
CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
AUTO-CHLOR

F ADMISSIONS

Admissions Coordinator
Processing of

» MEDICAL

Bay Valley Medical
Group, Hayward, a

F PSYCHIATRIC TECH
CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
DEPT OF CORRECTIONS

# CONSTRUCTION

MGR KAISER
PERMANENTE'S
Construction

» ACCOUNTING
Full Time East Bay

k SALES
GREAT OPPORTUNITIES
HOMECOMINGS

http://www.thefire.org/offsite.php?page=sf_chronicle_092503 (1 of 3) [10/12/2004 9:58:06 AM]



http://www.thefire.org/
javascript:parent.window.close();
http://www.thefire.org/offsite/topbar.html#
http://www.thefire.org/offsite/topbar.html#
https://app.etapestry.com/hosted/FoundationforIndividualRigh/cases.html
http://www.thefire.org/contact.php
http://www.thefire.org/support/
http://www.sfgate.com/
http://sfgate.com/
http://sfgate.com/
http://www.sfgate.com/chronicle/
http://www.sfgate.com/chronicle/
http://www.sfgate.com/sports/
http://www.sfgate.com/sports/
http://www.sfgate.com/eguide/
http://www.sfgate.com/eguide/
http://www.sfgate.com/business/
http://www.sfgate.com/business/
http://www.sfgate.com/opinion/
http://www.sfgate.com/opinion/
http://www.sfgate.com/politics/
http://www.sfgate.com/politics/
http://www.sfgate.com/technology/
http://www.sfgate.com/technology/
http://www.sfgate.com/news/crime/
http://www.sfgate.com/news/crime/
http://www.sfgate.com/science/
http://www.sfgate.com/science/
http://www.sfgate.com/news/bondage/
http://www.sfgate.com/news/bondage/
http://www.sfgate.com/polls/
http://www.sfgate.com/polls/
http://www.sfgate.com/gallery/
http://www.sfgate.com/gallery/
http://www.sfgate.com/columnists/
http://www.sfgate.com/columnists/
http://www.sfgate.com/travel/
http://www.sfgate.com/travel/
http://www.sfgate.com/news/lottery/
http://www.sfgate.com/news/lottery/
http://www.sfgate.com/chronicle/obituaries/
http://www.sfgate.com/chronicle/obituaries/
http://personalshopper.sfgate.com/
http://personalshopper.sfgate.com/
http://www.sfgate.com/classifieds/
http://www.sfgate.com/classifieds/
http://www.sfgate.com/jobs/
http://www.sfgate.com/jobs/
http://personals.sfgate.com/
http://personals.sfgate.com/
http://www.sfgate.com/homes/
http://www.sfgate.com/homes/
http://www.sfgate.com/rentals/
http://www.sfgate.com/rentals/
http://www.sfgate.com/vehicles/
http://www.sfgate.com/vehicles/
http://www.sfgate.com/webads/
http://www.sfgate.com/webads/
http://www.sfgate.com/traffic/
http://www.sfgate.com/traffic/
http://www.sfgate.com/weather/
http://www.sfgate.com/weather/
http://www.sfgate.com/liveviews/
http://www.sfgate.com/liveviews/
http://www.sfgate.com/maps/
http://www.sfgate.com/maps/
http://www.sfgate.com/traveler/
http://www.sfgate.com/traveler/
http://www.sfgate.com/wine/
http://www.sfgate.com/wine/
http://www.sfgate.com/traveler/guide/renotahoe/
http://www.sfgate.com/traveler/guide/renotahoe/
http://www.sfgate.com/sports/skiing/
http://www.sfgate.com/sports/skiing/
http://www.sfgate.com/sports/outdoors/
http://www.sfgate.com/sports/outdoors/
http://www.sfgate.com/earthquakes/
http://www.sfgate.com/earthquakes/
http://sfgate.greatschools.net/modperl/go/CA?ref=real_estate
http://sfgate.greatschools.net/modperl/go/CA?ref=real_estate
http://www.sfgate.com/eguide/
http://www.sfgate.com/eguide/
http://www.sfgate.com/eguide/food/
http://www.sfgate.com/eguide/food/
http://www.sfgate.com/wine/
http://www.sfgate.com/wine/
http://www.sfgate.com/eguide/movies/
http://www.sfgate.com/eguide/movies/
http://www.sfgate.com/eguide/music/
http://www.sfgate.com/eguide/music/
http://www.sfgate.com/eguide/events/
http://www.sfgate.com/eguide/events/
http://ad.doubleclick.net/jump/sf.gate/news;abr=!ie;sect=news__art_topban;zip=;kw=SOI;width=468;height=60;sz=468x60;ord=92731?
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?file=/news/archive/2003/09/25/state1947EDT0214.DTL&type=printable
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?file=/news/archive/2003/09/25/state1947EDT0214.DTL&type=friend&emailcolor=%233F044C&origin=http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi%3Ffile%3D%2Fnews%2Farchive%2F2003%2F09%2F25%2Fstate1947EDT0214.DTL
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/classifieds/adjacency/X/adebIesWT4.xml&type=adjacencyfullad
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/classifieds/adjacency/X/adebIesWT4.xml&type=adjacencyfullad
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/classifieds/adjacency/X/adhhtWGxMq.xml&type=adjacencyfullad
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/classifieds/adjacency/X/adhhtWGxMq.xml&type=adjacencyfullad
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/classifieds/adjacency/X/adkDHwv8RG.xml&type=adjacencyfullad
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/classifieds/adjacency/X/adkDHwv8RG.xml&type=adjacencyfullad
http://www.trendsinternational.com/
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/classifieds/adjacency/X/adkJY5T6t7.xml&type=adjacencyfullad
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/classifieds/adjacency/X/adkJY5T6t7.xml&type=adjacencyfullad
http://www.autochlorsystem.com/
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/classifieds/adjacency/X/adlIQr6cYx.xml&type=adjacencyfullad
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/classifieds/adjacency/X/adlIQr6cYx.xml&type=adjacencyfullad
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/classifieds/adjacency/X/adlc7rB682.xml&type=adjacencyfullad
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/classifieds/adjacency/X/adlc7rB682.xml&type=adjacencyfullad
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/classifieds/adjacency/X/adnXQq5alo.xml&type=adjacencyfullad
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/classifieds/adjacency/X/adnXQq5alo.xml&type=adjacencyfullad
http://www.corr.ca.gov/
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/classifieds/adjacency/X/adnlj7tZUE.xml&type=adjacencyfullad
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/classifieds/adjacency/X/adnlj7tZUE.xml&type=adjacencyfullad
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/classifieds/adjacency/X/adnx6jDhJ4.xml&type=adjacencyfullad
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/classifieds/adjacency/X/adnx6jDhJ4.xml&type=adjacencyfullad
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/classifieds/adjacency/X/adoD2AGR4s.xml&type=adjacencyfullad
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/classifieds/adjacency/X/adoD2AGR4s.xml&type=adjacencyfullad
http://www.hfwholesale.com/
http://www.bmwconcord.com/

The Foundation for Individual Rightsin Education, Inc.

*Performance
*Art

rBooks

FComics

*TV & Radio
»Search Listings

Living
*Health
*Home & Garden

rGay & Lesbian
*Horoscope

Resources
kSearch & Archives

*Feedback/Contacts
»Corrections
rNewsletters
FPromotions

*Site Index

Subscriber Service

*Missed Delivery
*Vacation Hold

* Subscribe
rContact

Advertising
r Advertise Online

kPlace Print Ad
*Media Kit

Hinkle, 23, said in a telephone interview Thursday.
"If there was any disruption, it was from the reaction
of these students. They reacted on the content of
the flier.... They're punishing me for my beliefs.”

The college had not seen the suit and could not
immediately comment, and privacy laws prevent it
from discussing student disciplinary action,
university spokeswoman Leah Kolt said.

But in a July message sent to alumni and others,
Cornel Morton, vice president of student affairs, said
the case involves "student conduct, not speech
conduct.”

"Cal Poly supports and upholds freedom of speech
as a constitutional right,” he wrote.

"This campus does not practice censorship of
thought or word, or impose bans on speech or
expression."

The lawsuit argues that the case involves
"application of a vague, overbroad, and content-
based regulation to punish core political speech
because government officials and listeners oppose
the speech as 'offensive.""

It asks the federal court to overturn the punishment,
clear Hinkle's record and rule that the university's
interpretation of disrupting campus functions is
unconstitutional. It also seeks unspecified damages
and a temporary restraining order to bar Cal Poly
from unlawfully trying to suppress similar speech.

Earlier this month, a federal judge in Philadelphia
issued an injunction barring Shippensburg University
from enforcing parts of a conduct code that
prohibited "acts of intolerance," including racist,
sexist and homophobic speech.

Last month, Citrus College in Glendora, Calif., agreed
to change a policy that confined free speech to
certain areas of campus.

On the Web:

Foundation for Individual Rights in Education:
www.thefire.org

Center for Individual Rights: www.cir-usa.org
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