Judge says CSU speech policies raise serious ediustal concerns
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Judge says CSU speech policies raise serious tditstal concerns
Ordersinjunction against code while lawsuit proceeds
Christian Examiner staff report

OAKLAND — A federal judge has ordered that the sgepolicies for all 28 schools in the Californiaatet
University system be suspended or limited whilératiAmendment challenge works its way through the
courts.

U.S. Magistrate Judge Wayne Brazil issued the pielry injunction Oct. 31, saying that the poligntains
serious constitutional problems. A written ordertb@ matter was still pending at press time.

“The university is supposed to be the ‘marketplaicieleas,’ but these speech codes, with few exoegtiare
selectively applied against Christian and consargatudents,” said David Hacker, staff counsel&biance
Defense Fund, which brought the suit on behalleotsal students. “Knocking those codes down, howeve
benefits everyone who cherishes their First Amemdmrights. Today thousands of students throughwat t
California State University system are more fresgeak without fear of punishment by agents of the
government.”

ADF attorneys filed the lawsuit, College Republisat San Francisco State University v. Reed, inkise
District Court for the Northern District of Califoia, Oakland Division last year, in conjunction lwihe
Foundation for Individual Rights in Education.

Administrators at SFSU investigated several membktise College Republicans after they stomped on
replica Hamas and Hezbollah flags during an amteétesm rally on campus. Some of the replicas, {ggiron
butcher paper, contained the name “Allah.” The stisl maintain they were just copying Arabic scnpen
they made the flags and did not know the letteedlasg Allah. A student complaint of intimidationdn
incivility led to the investigation although campaféicials declined to take action against memimdrthe
Republican club.

In addition to the San Francisco case, ADF is hiigmting cases of what it is calling “discrimiroay
non-discrimination policies” at San Diego State \dmsity and California State University, Long Beach

According to ADF the universities’ “nondiscriminati” policies force Christian groups to abandonrthei
Christian beliefs as a condition to gain accesbedenefits recognized student groups enjoy, dicly
meeting on campus, receiving university fundingl ancessing the primary channels for communicdtieg
message on campus.

In the discrimination cases, ADF is representingrig\WNation Campus Ministries, the fraternity Alpha
Gamma Omega and the sorority Alpha Delta Chi ati@ago State University and the Every Nation chapte
at CSU Long Beach. All four of the groups requhattofficers profess a faith in Jesus Christ. Iditah,

three of the groups extend the same requiremadts teembership. Existing campus policy would reguire
groups to admit anyone who was interested, regssdi€their faith or spiritual beliefs.

“ADF has challenged unconstitutional speech cotlesiaersities across the nation, and the Cal State
universities seem more interested in enforcingdaology than protecting students’ First Amendmagtits,”
Hacker said.

For more information, visitvww.telladf.org
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