
Boston Globe Online / Metro | Region / US review finds no bias in Harvard's revised policy on sex assault

'); //-->  
 

Archives
Buy photos
Contact the Globe
Globe services
Search the Globe
Send us feedback

Electronic edition
Headlines e-mail
Low-graphics version
Most e-mailed articles
Front page [JPG] [PDF] 
Today's paper A to Z 

  Death notices
  Lottery
  Politics

  Brian McGrory
  Eileen McNamara
  Spiritual Life
  Adrian Walker

  Peaks & Valleys
     BJ Roche
  Starts & Stops
     Mac Daniel
  The Observer
     Sam Allis

 

Afghan photo journal
Beyond the Big Dig
Big Dig cost overruns
Blizzard of '78
Confronting Iraq
Global health crisis
New Big Dig tunnel
Space shuttle disaster
Traffic ticket disparities
More special reports 

Spotlight investigations
    Scandal in the church 

Health | Science (Tue)
    Judy Foreman
    Chet Raymo
Food (Wed)
    Recipes
Calendar (Thur)
Life at Home (Thur) 

City Weekly

 

[ Send this story to a friend | Easy-print version | Search archives ] 
 

US review finds no bias in Harvard's revised 
policy on sex assault 

By Jenna Russell, Globe Staff, 4/2/2003 

n eight-month investigation by the US Department of Education concluded 
yesterday that Harvard College is not violating the rights of students by requiring 

them to provide ''corroborating information'' before it will investigate their complaints of 
sexual assault. 

 

The attorney who asked for the investigation on behalf of Harvard students said she was 
satisfied with the outcome, and credited the federal inquiry with forcing Harvard to 
make key changes in its policy.

The Education Department's Office for Civil Rights notified Boston attorney Wendy J. 
Murphy in a letter that it would close its investigation yesterday, after finding no 
violation of Title IX, the law that bars discrimination in education on the basis of gender.

''As currently described by the College, these [policy] changes do not deny a student 
with a complaint of sexual assault access to a prompt and equitable process for resolving 
the complaint,'' office director Thomas J. Hibino wrote.

Murphy, who complained to the civil rights office in June, argued that the policy, revised 
last spring and enacted last fall, was biased against women and placed unfair burdens on 
sexual assault victims. Yesterday, she said most of her concerns have been addressed.

''If the Office of Civil Rights undertakes an investigation, that's the victory, because it 
signals they see a problem and they're going to monitor it, by telling the university 
what's troublesome, and giving them a chance to fix it,'' she said. ''That's why we filed a 
complaint so quickly -- we wanted them to be cleaning up shop immediately.''

 

http://www.thefire.org/offsite/data/bostonglobe_040203.html (1 of 3) [7/22/2004 11:42:24 PM]

http://travel.boston.com/
http://digitalmass.boston.com/
http://www.boston.com/sports/
http://realestate.boston.com/
http://www.bostonworks.com/
http://www.boston.com/cars
http://www.boston.com/globe/
http://ae.boston.com/
http://www.boston.com/index.shtml
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_nx.ads/www.boston.com/news/globe/metro/1167113130@CENTRAL,MISC5,POPUP,POPUN,LOGO1,FEATURE!LOGO1?
http://www.boston.com/globe/search/
http://www.merlin-net.com/default.asp?CategoryName=BOSGLOBE
http://www.boston.com/help/contact_manager.shtml
https://bostonglobe.com/services/index.stm
http://www.boston.com/dailyglobe2/092/metro/US_review_finds_no_bias_in_Harvard_s_revised_policy_on_sex_assault+.shtml#search
http://www.boston.com/globe/feedback/
https://bostonglobe.com/subscriber/subscribe/eedition.stm
http://www.boston.com/newsletters/headlines/
http://www.boston.com/globe/lowgraphics/
http://tools.boston.com/pass-it-on/popular/
http://www.boston.com/globe/globefrontpage.shtml
http://www.boston.com/globe/acrobat/today.pdf
http://www.boston.com/globe/contents/
http://www.boston.com/globe
http://www.boston.com/globe/nation
http://www.boston.com/globe/metro
http://www.legacy.com/bostonglobe/LegacyHome.asp
http://www.boston.com/globe/numbers/
http://www.boston.com/politics
http://www.boston.com/globe/columns/mcgrory/
http://www.boston.com/globe/columns/mcnamara/
http://www.boston.com/globe/columns/spiritual_life/
http://www.boston.com/globe/columns/walker/
http://www.boston.com/globe/columns/roche/
http://www.boston.com/globe/metro/startsandstops/
http://www.boston.com/globe/columns/allis/
http://www.boston.com/globe/business
http://www.boston.com/globe/sports
http://www.boston.com/globe/living
http://www.boston.com/globe/editorials
http://www.boston.com/globe/special_sections.htm
javascript:MM_openBrWindow('/photo_essays/afghanistan_wiggs/html/intro.htm','Jonathan_Wiggs_Afghanistan_Photo_Essay','toolbar=no,location=no,status=no,menubar=no,scrollbars=no,resizable=no,width=700,height=505')
http://www.boston.com/beyond_bigdig/
http://www.boston.com/globe/metro/packages/bechtel/
http://www.boston.com/globe/metro/packages/blizzard_78/
http://www.boston.com/news/packages/iraq
http://www.boston.com/globe/nation/packages/lives_lost/
http://www.boston.com/traffic/bigdig
http://www.boston.com/news/packages/shuttle/
http://www.boston.com/globe/metro/packages/traffic/
http://www.boston.com/globe/special_sections.htm
http://www.boston.com/globe/spotlight/abuse/
http://www.boston.com/globe/healthscience/
http://www.boston.com/globe/columns/foreman/
http://www.boston.com/globe/columns/raymo/
http://www.boston.com/globe/living/food/
http://ae.boston.com/dining/recipes/
http://www.boston.com/globe/calendar/
http://www.boston.com/globe/living/at_home/
http://www.boston.com/globe/weeklies/city/
http://www.boston.com/globe
http://www.boston.com/
http://www.boston.com/globe/metro
http://tools.boston.com/pass-it-on?story_url=%2F%64%61%69%6C%79%67%6C%6F%62%65%32%2F%30%39%32%2F%6D%65%74%72%6F%2F%55%53%5F%72%65%76%69%65%77%5F%66%69%6E%64%73%5F%6E%6F%5F%62%69%61%73%5F%69%6E%5F%48%61%72%76%61%72%64%5F%73%5F%72%65%76%69%73%65%64%5F%70%6F%6C%69%63%79%5F%6F%6E%5F%73%65%78%5F%61%73%73%61%75%6C%74%2B%2E%73%68%74%6D%6C
http://www.boston.com/dailyglobe2/092/metro/US_review_finds_no_bias_in_Harvard_s_revised_policy_on_sex_assaultP.shtml
http://www.boston.com/globe/search/
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_nx.ads/www.boston.com/news/globe/metro/1167113130@CENTRAL,MISC5,POPUP,POPUN,LOGO1,FEATURE!CENTRAL?


Boston Globe Online / Metro | Region / US review finds no bias in Harvard's revised policy on sex assault

Globe South
Globe West
Globe North
Globe NorthWest

Automotive
Books
Education
Ideas
Magazine
Real Estate
Travel 

Chat
Columns
Comics
Crossword
Events Tickets
Horoscopes
Death Notices
Lottery
Obituaries
Personals
Traffic
TV listings
Weather 

Cars, trucks, SUVs
Jobs (BostonWorks)
MarketBasket
Real Estate

Harry Lewis, dean of Harvard College, released a brief statement: ''We are pleased to 
learn that the Office of Civil Rights has determined, as the university always believed, 
that Harvard College's disciplinary procedures do not violate the requirements of Title 
IX.'' A spokesman declined to comment on Murphy's assertion that the federal 
investigation prompted policy revisions by administrators.

As first revised almost a year ago, Harvard's policy required students who accuse 
classmates of rape or sexual misconduct to provide ''sufficient independent 
corroboration'' of their claims, such as physical evidence or eyewitnesses, before a full 
investigation would be launched. The revisions, the university said, would prevent 
lengthy ''he said-she said'' disputes with minimal evidence and few prospects for 
resolution.

Outraged students staged a protest against the changes at the time, and alumni launched 
a letter-writing campaign. Some professors complained they weren't fully informed 
about the new rule before they were asked to vote on it. Concern grew that the policy 
would be used as a model by other US colleges, prompting Murphy's complaint to the 
federal Education Department on behalf of Harvard's Coalition Against Sexual Violence, 
a student group.

Last summer, after the complaint was filed, the wording of the policy shifted, Hibino 
noted in his summary of the federal investigation. In September, when the rule was 
published in Harvard's administrative handbook for students, ''corroborating 
information'' was required, instead of the ''sufficient independent corroboration'' 
previously described. An amendment to the college website explained that the 
information could be diary entries or conversations with roommates -- ''virtually 
anything that helps to corroborate a student's account.''

''A year ago, if a student had supporting evidence but Harvard thought it wasn't sufficient 
or independent enough, they could choose to ignore it,'' Murphy said.

Murphy said she is also pleased that complaints of harassment based on race or religion 
will be held to the same standards, and that Harvard's Administrative Board will review 
all sexual assault complaints in the preliminary phase, even those without supporting 
information. Every complaint will be submitted to a national database that tracks the 
number of sexual assaults reported on campuses. ''Every case gets counted,'' she said. 
''They can't use the policy to convince the public that rape doesn't happen at Harvard.''

The investigation, and resulting media attention, ''forced Harvard to really pay attention 
to what it was doing, and how it would affect the campus,'' said Alisha Johnson, a 
Harvard junior and a member of the board of directors for the Coalition Against Sexual 
Violence.

She said students are still wary of the policy's impact, and concerned that it may have a 
chilling effect, because many students still don't understand what information they're 
required to provide.

''Changing words doesn't mean it will change the effect,'' Johnson said. ''We're hoping it 
means Harvard will investigate every case of sexual assault someone brings forward, 
because that's how you achieve a really safe campus.''

Jenna Russell can be reached at jrussell@globe.com. 

This story ran on page B6 of the Boston Globe on 4/2/2003.
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