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Free speech
by the
decibel?

CITRUS College's new
free speech policy may
be light years from its
original that restricted
political speech, rallies,
etc. to specific areas of
campus, but it's still not
the free speech we're
guaranteed in the

Constitution and will likely
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be challenged if not in the - If tribes want to play politics, they must pay

courts, then by those

students seeking to make

a statement.

The new "Expressive
Activities Policy and
Regulation' was spurred
by a lawsuit filed by
student Chris Stevens
over the old policy that

designated certain "free-

speech areas' at the
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12,000-student college in - Voters may tire of initiative process but don't count on it

Glendora.

While we support the
college's ability to

maintain civil order in the

midst of civil
disobedience if property
or people are
endangered, testing the
decibel range of
demonstrations is not
only ludicrous but the
level set to test whether
the demonstration is
"disruptive' isn't that the
point? is 60 decibels
(dbA). That's not even a
decent yell.
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Consider that
conversation is a paltry
55 dbA and you get an
idea of just how quietly - Bush ups ante on gay marriage
the college wants those - |nternational force can secure Haiti
assemblages to be.
Mimes holding placards,
perhaps?

- Nader should hang up torch, join fight for democracy

- California held back without investment in education resources

- Voters need to beware of misleading ads

- Measure G funding

- Bush worst of candidates in assault on medical research

Certainly 60 dbA, which - Haiti bordering on chaos, but U.S. intervention unlikely
the college will monitor

with a decibel meter,
would preclude using a - Tax hike wont engender legislators' concern

- 'Action’ in voters' hands

microphone or bullhorn. - schwarzenegger plan a good- faith effort to fulfill campaign pledges

- Ring those bells
- A (family) tree grows in the 58th

With most household
noise sans blenders (80
dbA) or vacuums (70
dbA) hitting 50 dbA, it
seems the college has
gone a bit overboard.
And if 61 dbA constitutes - Dogmatic notions aside, not all human performances are equal
a disturbance at the
college, what about leaf

blowers (65 dbA) and
power mowers (90 dbA)? - Betty Sandford, and Karen Taylor-Straley

- Canning Spam not so simple

- They're off! And Republicans are already crying foul

- It's time to discuss foreign-born president

- Shoe's on the other foot; now all see Prop.56 is bad policy

- Against Kerry, Bush, Edwards shines like a brand new penny

- Church's apologies just aren't enough
Seems to us the 60 dbA - pream team dupes of Chalabi's incestuous amplification
cap is a case of
appearing to allow free
speech while actually
keeping a lid on any
demonstration that might
actually be a call to action
such as marching on the - Yote yes on Measure CC
administration bU|Id|ng, - Put brakes on spending
say, to protest the new
speech policy.

- Dean's not a kingmaker, but he could be front-runner-maker

- Bush's numbers could be worse considering January coverage

- Assembly seat
- Get busy, stop polluted plume

- Pols mustn't derail regional health care for partisan politics

- 'Totalizing' Mexico no reason to scapegoat immigrants

You'd think exercising - Drop American objections to therapeutic cloning

free speech would be par
for the political science,
debate and government courses. Isn't that part of higher learning? Critical thinking?

Clearly, Stevens got some folks' attention far beyond the San Gabriel Valley. The nonprofit
FIRE (Foundation for Individual Rights in Education), out of that freedom-loving city,
Philadelphia, took particular note of the Citrus lawsuit and its outcome. The group has
drafted a resolution that states, "policies, rules and procedures that are vague and
overbroad in limiting student expression are unconstitutional." While there's no mention of
decibel level, we'd say Citrus' decibel metering is as limiting as stand-here- to-say-that
rules and designed to have a chilling effect on free speech.

Well, there's always the written word quiet, compelling and easily disseminated throughout
a campus by pamphlets thousands and thousands of them.

We can be grateful the British are no longer coming as other than tourists, anyway. At
least not via Citrus College. Otherwise, who would know?
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