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Terror Prof Defenders: Support Justified 
By JACOB GERSHMAN Staff Reporter of the Sun 

    Defenders of former University of South Florida professor Sami Al-Arian say their decision to stand up for the 
man now accused of leading a terrorist organization was justified. 

    The 50-count indictment last week of Mr. Al-Arian has put those who claimed that the USF violated his 
academic rights in a tricky position. They don’t want to abandon their freedom-of-speech principles but aim to 
distance themselves from the man accused of funding and organizing suicide bombings. 

    After USF President Judy Genshaft put Mr. Al-Arian on paid leave a year ago, the 1.2 million-member 
American Federation of Teachers became one of Mr. Al-Arian’s staunchest allies in his battle for his job. 

    In a July 2002 press release, the AFT called Mr. Al-Arian an "activist" and said the USF was threatening to 
fire the professor for his "political views." Mr. Al-Arian is charged with giving orders to Islamic Jihad, a group 
responsible for the murders of more than 100 people in Israel. 

    "There was a worry from an academic standpoint that the due process rights in that contract would be 
shortchanged," said Alex Wohl, director of public affairs for the AFT."We simply said, follow due process and 
follow the contract." 

    Mr. Wohl said the AFT stands by its July statement but realizes circumstances have changed. "You certainly 
take into account the amount of evidence they have to indict him," he said. "They have obviously gone further 
along in the legal process." 

    The Foundation for Individual Rights in Education [FIRE], another outspoken group that defended Mr. Al-
Arian’s right to teach, is also not backing away from its attack on USF, claiming it would have lost credibility as 
an academic rights organization had it not come to Mr. Al-Arian’s defense. 

    FIRE released a statement today, saying, "The University of South Florida is wholly within its rights to 
suspend Al-Arian, with pay, pending the adjudication of these grave charges, and to remove him for cause if he 
is found guilty." 

    Alan Charles Kors, the president of the group, wrote to Ms. Genshaft in January 2002 "to express our 
gravest concern about the threat to free speech and academic freedom posed by your intention to terminate 
Professor Sami Al-Arian." In the letter, he argued that Mr. Al-Arian shouldn’t be dismissed because of threats 
made by other people. 
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    New York Times columnist Nicholas Kristof, who had argued that firing Mr. Al-Arian was an attack on free 
speech, declined to speak to the Sun yesterday because he was on deadline, according to his assistant. 

    Others are not letting Mr. Al-Arian’s champions off the hook so easily. In an editorial yesterday, the 
Washington Post said the "indictment suggests that many people were too reflexive in their disbelief that an 
urbane, politically, active professor — one who had been to the White House and who regularly talked to 
journalists — could be a genuine terrorist." 
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