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Students push for conservative club
BY CHARLES RABIN
crabin@herald.com

When it comes to free speech at the University of Miami, four 

UM students say it doesn't exist -- at least if it's a 

conservative voice trying to spread around campus.

The three freshmen and one sophomore say they have 

petitioned the university's Committee on Student 

Organizations three times since December to try and form a 

conservative club on the campus of the private Coral Gables 

university.

They were turned down every time, the students say.

UM administrators would say only that the students have 

submitted a fourth application that will probably be decided on 

during the fall semester.

But a letter dated Jan. 14 from COSO cochairman Valerie 

Figueredo to the students said the second application was 

denied because the group's constitution overlapped that of an 

existing club, the College Republicans. ''This is done to stop 

duplicate student groups from forming and to preserve the 

limited financial resources that student groups can draw 

from,'' Figueredo said in the letter, a copy of which was 

provided to The Herald by a civil rights advocacy group 

supporting the students.

The students' third attempt to gain recognition from the COSO 

board occurred last week.
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University recognition makes groups eligible to apply for 

school funding as well as a website and e-mail account, free 

access to university facilities and permission to bring speakers 

to campus.

There are currently 174 organizations on campus, according 

to a UM website. Groups listed under the Social Action/Political 

category generally would be considered left-leaning: Amnesty 

International, Earth Alert, Students for a Free Tibet, Surfrider 

Club, Young Democrats, and BAACHUS, a group that educates 

about drugs and alcohol.

Andrea Kiser, 19, copresident of the group seeking 

recognition, Advocates for Conservative Thought, said she's 

become ''frustrated'' with the UM committee's attempts to 

block the group. ACT, she added, is more interested in 

promoting positions, such as opposing abortion, than 

supporting Republican candidates.

''There are conservative students on campus, but no way to 

balance the liberal voices,'' Kiser said.

Kiser along with Sarah Canale, 19, Nathalia Gillot, 18, and 

Colleen Donovan, 19, first applied in early December. They 

tried again later that month. Both times, the students said, 

they were turned for the same reason: Their mission was too 

close to that of the College Republicans.

Early this year, they enlisted the aid of the Foundation for 

Individual Rights in Education, a Philadelphia-based group 

that has tangled with universities nationwide on free speech 

issues.

FIRE sent a letter last month to UM president Donna Shalala 

stating it was ``deeply concerned by the threat to freedom of 

association and expression posed by your institution's refusal 

to recognize the student group ACT.''

Cynthia Chapel, a COSO advisor, told the Philadelphia group 

that the students seeking recognition for their group and the 

university committee would meet to discuss the situation. On 

Thursday, FIRE issued a press release stating that UM had 

imposed ''awful'' restrictions on free speech.

http://www.thefire.org/offsite/data/miami_herald_050203-2.html (2 of 3) [7/22/2004 11:14:39 PM]

http://www.miami.com/mld/miamiherald/news/
http://www.miami.com/mld/miamiherald/news/weather/
http://www.miami.com/mld/miamiherald/sports/
http://www.miami.com/mld/miamiherald/business/
http://www.miami.com/mld/miamiherald/entertainment/
http://www.miami.com/mld/miamiherald/living/
http://www.miami.com/mld/miamiherald/living/home/
http://www.miami.com/mld/miamiherald/living/health/
http://www.miami.com/mld/miamiherald/living/travel/
http://www.miami.com/mld/miamiherald/news/politics/
http://www.miami.com/mld/miamiherald/living/education/
http://www.miami.com/mld/miamiherald/news/opinion/
http://www.miami.com/mld/miamiherald/news/columnists/
http://www.miami.com/mld/miamiherald/news/local/
http://www.miami.com/mld/miamiherald/news/local/states/florida/counties/broward_county/
http://www.miami.com/mld/miamiherald/classifieds/
http://www.miami.com/mld/miamiherald/news/weather/
http://www.miami.com/mld/miamiherald/entertainment/events/
http://yp.miami.com/bin/cgidir.dll?MEM=1217
http://forums.realcities.com/dir-app/nav/forumdirectory.aspx?webtag=kr-miamiheraldz&byName=y
http://maps.miami.com/jump.cgi/refsrc=KR.1217


The Miami Herald | 05/02/2003 | Students push for conservative club

''The group is being singled out for its political views,'' Alan 

Charles Kors, FIRE president and a history professor at the 

University of Pennsylvania, said in an interview.

Added Kiser: ``I just feel they're trying to put up any barrier 

they can to stop us.''
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