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Rutgers to Christians: You Don't Gotta Have 
Faith 

In late December, Rutgers University kicked the Rutgers InterVarsity Multi-
ethnic Christian Fellowship off campus. The Christian group required that 
its leaders be Christians, which struck administrators at the New 
Brunswick, New Jersey-school as somehow audacious. 

The group no longer has the right to operate or meet on campus. The 
$1,200 the group was to receive has been denied as well. 

Rutgers' ejection of the Christian student group is an assault on freedom. 
First, freedom of religion is curtailed. Since religious followers by definition 
follow those of the same religion, Rutgers is issuing a de facto ban on any 
religious organization. Why should Jews be forced to follow Catholics in 
religious matters or Zoroastrians be forced to follow Methodists? Second, 
Rutgers has discarded freedom of association. Should a group determine 
its own composition, leadership, and rules, or should outsiders make 
these determinations? Our Constitution says groups should make these 
determinations. Tax-funded Rutgers says the Constitution is wrong. 

There is something inconsistent with a Christian group having non-
Christian leaders. By forcing a group that calls itself "Christian" to open up 
leadership spots to non-Christians, isn't Rutgers really forcing the student 
organization to perpetrate a fraud? Really: a group can't be rightly called 
"Christian" if it is run by Buddhists, Muslims, Jews, atheists, and other non-
Christians. What Rutgers is really doing is banning any truly Christian 
organization. 

There is also a glaring double-standard at work at Rutgers University. 
Should a black student union, for instance, be forced to admit members of 
the Ku Klux Klan? The answer is no. In fact, the same administrators who 
are forcing the Christian group to allow non-Christians to potentially run 
their group would scream bloody murder if the black student union had to 
even admit whites to its leadership, let alone racists. Rutgers is only 
willing to tinker with the internal policies of some groups and not all. Why? 
Because left-wing administrators have contempt for religion, particularly 
Christianity. 

Thankfully, the Rutgers InterVarsity Multi-Ethnic Christian Fellowship, with 
the aid of the Alliance Defense Fund and the Foundation for Individual 
Rights in Education, is suing the school. The Christians will likely win back 
their freedoms on campus. Rutgers will certainly win only ridicule. 
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