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Letter critical of Shaw actions 

January 18, 2003

By Cindy George, Staff Writer 

RALEIGH -- A second national civil liberties group has rebuked 
Shaw University for the termination of a longtime professor. 

The Foundation for Individual Rights in Education sent a 
letter to President Talbert O. Shaw this week on behalf of Gale 
J. Isaacs, former chairwoman of the allied health department. She 
was fired in November in connection with an anonymous letter 
critical of the president, other university administrators and 
trustees. Last month, the American Association of University Professors 
sent Talbert Shaw a letter, also on Isaacs' behalf, urging him to 
reinstate her. Robert Kreiser, associate secretary of the 
Washington-based organization, said he had not received a 
response. 

The foundation, a Philadelphia-based nonprofit group dedicated 
to issues of free speech and academic freedom on U.S. campuses, 
sent a three-page letter criticizing the president's actions and 
his comments to the media after Isaacs was fired. 

"Terminating a professor for such criticism shows utter 
contempt for the foundational principles of democracy and 
transforms a university into something more resembling a 
dictatorship than a place of learning in a free society," Greg 
Lukianoff, the foundation's legal director, wrote to Talbert 
Shaw. 

The foundation letter said Isaacs should be reinstated "to 
reassure your faculty and students that freedom of speech is not 
a joke at Shaw University and that criticizing the administration 
is not treated as if it were treason." 
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Lukianoff said late Friday that he had not received a 
response. 

"Our primary weapons are public awareness, and we'll be 
launching a national campaign to shed light on what has happened 
at Shaw University," Lukianoff said. "You can't run a university 
in the atmosphere of tyranny." 

Isaacs admitted she was one of the authors of an unsigned 
letter accusing Shaw's president and trustees of fostering an 
"atmosphere of contention and distrust [among] the faculty and 
staff (all low-wage earners)." In Isaacs' termination letter, 
Talbert Shaw said she was fired for showing "faithlessness and 
disloyalty to the university." Shaw and Isaacs could not be 
reached for comment. 

The foundation has intervened in a number of free-speech 
issues on U.S. campuses recently. After receiving public 
criticism from the group in December, UNC-Chapel Hill Chancellor 
James Moeser pledged that the university would not follow through 
on a threat to revoke official recognition of a student group, 
the InterVarsity Christian Fellowship, on grounds that it 
unfairly required its leaders to subscribe to Christian beliefs. 

The foundation also supported a federal lawsuit filed by 
InterVarsity, over the same issue, against Rutgers University in 
New Jersey. 

Alan Charles Kors, president of the foundation and a 
University of Pennsylvania history professor, is scheduled to 
appear in the Triangle next week for a lecture at Duke 
University. Young America's Foundation is sponsoring a lecture by 
Kors at 4 p.m. Tuesday in Duke's Social Sciences Building. 
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