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Group Sues Pa. Univ. Over 
'Speech Codes'

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Filed at 3:50 p.m. ET

PHILADELPHIA (AP) -- A civil liberties group has filed 
suit against Shippensburg University, saying the state 
school's policy on speech is among the most unconstitutionally restrictive in the nation.

The Foundation for Individual Rights in Education filed the lawsuit Tuesday in federal court, 
said Thor Halvorssen, the group's chief executive. The nonprofit group, which focuses on 
civil liberties issues on college campuses, said the suit was the first of many it would file 
across the country.

``Too many colleges and universities attempt to outlaw free speech and expression that does 
not conform to a specific orthodoxy,'' he said.

The complaint cites what it alleges is unconstitutionally vague or overly broad language in 
the schools' racism and cultural diversity policy, which cautions among other things against 
``unconscious attitudes toward individuals which surface through the use of discriminatory 
semantics.''

The policy also warns against use of ``presumptive statements'' and conduct or ``attitude'' 
that ``annoys'' another person or group.

The university said it encourages free speech, but discussions should be conducted 
appropriately.

``We do have expectations that our students will conduct themselves in a civil manner that 
allows them to express their opinions without interfering with the rights of others,'' the 
statement said.

The plaintiffs are political science majors and members of campus political organizations 
who feel the policies ``have a chilling effect on plaintiffs' rights to freely and openly engage 
in appropriate discussions of their theories, ideas and political and-or religious beliefs.''

http://www.thefire.org/offsite/data/nyt_042303.html (1 of 2) [7/22/2004 11:10:57 PM]

http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/aponline/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/ref/membercenter/help/siteindex.html
http://query.nytimes.com/search/advanced/
http://www.nytimes.com/membercenter/sitehelp.html
http://www.nytimes.com/mem/profile.html
http://www.nytimes.com/membercenter
http://www.nytimes.com/logout
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/aponline/national&pos=TopAd&camp=ondcp60-nyt1&ad=mm_bbs_glasses1.gif&goto=www%2Ebigbrothersbigsisters%2Eorg
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/national/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/aponline/national&pos=MiddleRight&camp=ondcp52-nyt1&ad=DrugsterrPAID_160x600_18k&goto=http://www.theantidrug.com/drugs_terror/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/aponline/national&pos=MiddleRight&camp=ondcp52-nyt1&ad=DrugsterrPAID_160x600_18k&goto=http://www.theantidrug.com/drugs_terror/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/aponline/national&pos=MiddleRight&camp=ondcp52-nyt1&ad=DrugsterrPAID_160x600_18k&goto=http://www.theantidrug.com/drugs_terror/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/aponline/national&pos=MiddleRight&camp=ondcp52-nyt1&ad=DrugsterrPAID_160x600_18k&goto=http://www.theantidrug.com/advice/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/aponline/national&pos=MiddleRight&camp=ondcp52-nyt1&ad=DrugsterrPAID_160x600_18k&goto=http://www.theantidrug.com/drug_info/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/aponline/national&pos=MiddleRight&camp=ondcp52-nyt1&ad=DrugsterrPAID_160x600_18k&goto=http://www.theantidrug.com/news/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/aponline/national&pos=MiddleRight&camp=ondcp52-nyt1&ad=DrugsterrPAID_160x600_18k&goto=http://www.theantidrug.com
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/aponline/national&pos=MiddleRight&camp=ondcp52-nyt1&ad=DrugsterrPAID_160x600_18k&goto=http://www.theantidrug.com
http://ea.nytimes.com/cgi-bin/email?REFURI=http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/national/AP-Campus-Speech.html&position=
http://ea.nytimes.com/cgi-bin/email?REFURI=http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/national/AP-Campus-Speech.html&position=
http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/national/AP-Campus-Speech.html?pagewanted=print&position=
http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/national/AP-Campus-Speech.html?pagewanted=print&position=
http://www.nytimes.com/gst/pop_top.html
http://www.nytimes.com/gst/pop_top.html
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/aponline/national&pos=Frame4&camp=starbucks21-nyt4&ad=starbucks_ad1.gif&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Estarbucks%2Ecom%2FDefault%2Easp%3Fci%3D692
http://www.nytimes.com/mem/tnt.html?module=call&alert_context=0&retA=Variables.retA&retT=Variables.Keywords
http://www.nytimes.com/mem/tnt.html?module=manage&retA=Variables.retA&retT=Variables.Keywords


Group Sues Pa. Univ. Over 'Speech Codes'

Photo: Shibe Park, 
Philadelphia, 1930. 
Price: $195. Learn 
More.

The plaintiffs want the court to render the speech code invalid and to reward unspecified 
damages.

^------

On the Net:

Foundation for Individual Rights in Education: http://www.thefire.org

Shippensburg: http://www.ship.edu
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