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 Christian Group Has Too Many 
Christians 

Banned by Rutgers Until They Allow 
Non-Christian Leadership 
In Defense of the Faith 
Friday, January 03, 2003 
Jack Kinsella - Omega Letter Editor 

 

Can an African-American organization restrict its 
membership to African-Americans only? If not, would it 
remain an African-American organization? What about a 
pregnant woman's group? Could it restrict its membership to 
pregnant women? If it were required to allow unmarried 
men, would it remain a pregnant woman's group? 

These may seem like stupid questions. I certainly think so. 
Let's try another stupid question. Can a Christian student 
organization require that its officers be Christians? 

Before you answer with the standard 'Is the Pope Catholic?' - 
don't. 

Somebody is liable to cry 'discrimination' because -- believe 
it or not -- every single Pope has been a Catholic. What 
about the Presbyterians? 

If it sounds like I abandoned my New Year's resolution to 
give up crack cocaine, read on anyway. 

I'm not making this up. 

New Jersey's state Rutger's University has banned the 
InterVarsity Multi-Ethnic Christian Fellowship from using 
campus facilities and has stripped the group of university 
funding because the IVMECF, (whose membership is open to 
all) reserves the right to choose leaders who agree with its 
religious mission. 
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Exodus - 16:1
And they took their journey 
from Elim, and all the 
congregation of the children of 
Israel came unto the wilderness 
of Sin, which is between Elim 
and Sinai, on the fifteenth day 
of the second month after their 
departing out of the land of 
Egypt.

  

  

In other words, the Rutgers Christian Fellowship has to allow 
non-Christians to become the leaders of their fellowship, if 
their fellowship is to survive. 

(See! Maybe the Pope ain't Catholic, after all). 

The matter has come to the attention of FIRE -- the 
Foundation for Individual Rights in Education -- a 
Philadelphia-based campus watchdog group "devoted to free 
speech, individual liberty, religious freedom, the rights of 
conscience, legal equality, due process, and academic 
freedom." 

With the support of the Alliance Defense Fund, a Phoenix-
based public interest law organization, FIRE Legal Network 
attorney David A. French filed a lawsuit against Rutgers 
Monday in the Federal District Court of New Jersey for 
violating the First Amendment rights of the IVMECF 
students. 

In September Rutgers Director of Student Involvement 
Lawanda D. Irving officially "derecognized" the IVMECF on 
the grounds that requiring a group's leaders to agree with its 
beliefs constituted impermissible discrimination. 

"Impermissible discrimination" means non-Christians must 
be permitted to lead a Christian fellowship, says Rutgers. 

Does that mean that Rutger's badminton players must be 
allowed to play varsity football? 

Is refusing to permit a student to study law because he can't 
read 'impermissible discrimination'? 

After all, having a lawyer who can't read makes as much 
sense as having officers in a Christian organization who don't 
know Christ. 

The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill passed a 
similar ruling earlier last month. 

That school's InterVarsity Christian Fellowship that the 
university had reviewed the group's constitution and 
objected to the provision that officers must subscribe to 
Christian doctrine. (Like the Rutger's group, IVCF 
membership is open to all.) 

Curtis instructed the student to "modify the wording of your 
charter" by Jan. 31 "or I will have no choice but to revoke 
your University recognition." 

He issued similar instructions to at least two other Christian 
organizations at UNC. No similar instructions were issued to 
other religious groups. 

UNC's Islamic student organizations are not required to allow 
Christians to take over their leadership positions. Neither are 
Rutgers's Islamic groups. 

The Islamic Society and Friends of Rutgers University's 
stated purpose is, "to bring together the Muslims at Rutgers 
and its surroundings in an Islamic brotherhood so that they 
could practice and promote their faith, preserve its 
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traditions, and help in better understanding of Islam among 
Muslims from various nationalities." 

Rutger's Islamic center, built using funds raised in America 
and abroad, sits on 6.4 acres in South Brunswick. A check of 
their membership rolls shows no Christian officers or 
membership. 

The top jobs in that organization are filled by Muhammed 
Ashraf, Magdy Hagag, Atiya Aftab, Abdel-Moniem Said and 
Sogra Saleem. 

This prompted Alan Charles Kors, the University of 
Pennsylvania History professor who co-founded FIRE, to say: 
"It is prohibited at this public university for a Christian 
organization to be Christian." Ultimately, the UNC Chapel Hill 
decision was reversed, but Rutgers intends to fight on. 

Rutgers University has religious fellowships for Islamic 
students, Ba'hai, Buddhists, Sikhs, Hindus . . . can you 
imagine if an Islamic group had to allow Christians and Jews 
into leadership positions? 

As Jesus explained, "Think not that I am come to send peace 
on earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword. For I am 
come to set a man at variance against his father, and the 
daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law 
against her mother in law." (Matthew 10:34-35) 

The Name of Jesus sends the world into a frenzy. 
Mohammed, Buddah, Brahma or Vishnu are welcome, but 
Jesus is not. Why is Jesus more of a threat than Mohammed 
or Vishnu? 

Well, simply stated, the rest of them are dead. Sorry. But 
Jesus is alive, and His Name is an affront to the world 
system. 

It has no problem with any of the rest of them, (the world 
loves its own) but Jesus is a different story. 

For, as Peter and John pointed out, "Neither is there 
salvation in any other: for there is none other name under 
heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved." 
(Acts 4:12) 

And that just scares the heaven out of the rest of them.
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Post your comments on this commentary:

1000 Character Max. for Non Members 

This commentary forum is controlled by the members. Any OL member 
can delete any unregistered post they find offensive. Anybody can post 
without registration but if you want to be read, manners are important. 
Posts deleted by members are not subject to review by OL staff. This is 
THEIR Omega Letter.

MEMBERS: Make sure you are logged in before posting your comments. 
We are opening the commentary forum to the general public. Unless you 
are logged in, your comments will be posted as "UnRegistered".
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To help us with this important work as the Lord leads you . . . Donate 

Jack Kinsella
Managing Editor
editor@omegaletter.com

© http://www.omegaletter.com

Mike Velemirovich
Webmaster

webmaster@omegaletter.com
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