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The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do nothing -- Edmund Burke
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"If mankind minus one, were of one opinion, and only one person were of the contrary opinion, 
mankind would be no more justified in silencing that one person, than he, if he had the power, would 
be justified in silencing mankind." (from "On Liberty")
-- John Stuart Mill (1806-1873), philosopher, economist and author of "On Liberty"
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The social Taliban are alive and well at Shaw University in North Carolina.  
Masquerading as the President of this university, Talbert O. Shaw 
summarily dismissed long-time Professor Gale Isaacs for expressing her 
views on both Shaw and the Board of Trustees.

Professor Isaacs could have lied when asked if she had been party to 
authoring an unflattering resolution dealing with him and the Board of 
Trustees.  She chose the high road, the "freedom of speech road", if you 
will.  President Shaw could handle neither of these.  He accused her of 
"faithlessness (and) disloyalty"!

Then carrying on in full dictator style, Shaw summoned graduating senior 
Shaniqua Bizzell to his office for the purpose of expelling her from the 
university and evicting her from campus housing.  Ms. Bizzell's "crime"?  
She dared to read this resolution out loud, on campus.

Four days after her expulsion, Ms. Bizzell received a letter from Vaughn 
Witten, Vice President.  He rescinded her expulsion, but kept in place her 
eviction from university housing.  This action is called "the bully backstep".

Professor Isaacs had been teaching at the University for nineteen years.  
She was Chair of the Allied Health Department at the time of her dismissal.

Isaacs helped to author an anonymous resolution in October, 2002, the 
sum and substance of which reads:

RESOLUTION:  CALLING FOR AN ASSESSMENT OF BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES PERFORMANCE BEFORE COMPLETION OF THE 
PRESIDENTIAL SEARCH AND CALLING FOR DR. TALBERT O. SHAW'S 
TENURE AS PRESIDENT TO END DECEMBER 31, 2002.

The full text of this resolution and related correspondence can be read on:  
www.thefire.org.  It is straightforward reading material.

The battle over this particular situation is being fought in both the court of 
public opinion and in the judicial system.  Talbert Shaw may have a few 
lessons himself to learn before he does resign.  While the university and he 
share a name, there is no actual relationship between the two.

This type of high-handed terrorism on the part of many university 
administrations keeps surfacing.  It keeps trying to destroy fundamental 
rights in this nation.  Worse then destroying rights, these types of actions 
attempt to control both minds and mouths through intimidation.  This 
terrorism is real.

This nation owes a debt of gratitude to its fellow Americans who recognize 
the significance of these dictator agendas and set about solving the 
problem.  Defensive barriers to this social terrorism take such forms as the 
Foundation for Individual Rights in Education (FIRE).
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Serving as more than just watchdogs, these folks use the court of public 
opinion and the judicial system to expose and repel these agendas.  
Without such organizations, many victims of this social terrorism would go 
undefended and fade away.  Many would have had their careers destroyed 
simply for saying what they think.

Universities love to tout words such as openness, diversity, academic 
freedom.  There is a litany reflecting self-absorption and self-
congratulation that defines academic life in many instances.

For those universities that understand the true meaning of these words, 
intellectual health and vigor abound.  Universities with presidents such as 
Talbert O. Shaw, experience a different fate:  the fate of silence through 
intimidation.  They become places where intellectual discourse and 
sophistication are defined by ego.

Apparently there were others at Shaw University who helped to write this 
hard-hitting, but articulate, resolution.  Signatures of staff and faculty were 
on the petition.  What their fate will be, we do not know.  What we do know 
is that they had the courage to put their name on the dotted line.

The Internet is playing a very helpful role in helping many who are being 
bullied and intimidated at various institutions of learning.  Web sites have 
started to appear that allow people to express their opinions of various 
schools, policies and professors in either an anonymous or identified 
fashion.

Even there, however, the long arm of intimidation attempts to silence those 
who make others uncomfortable.  The FIRE website carries interesting 
coverage of the cyberspace battle between free speech and intimidation.

With organizations such as FIRE at their side and in the forefront of 
freedom's defense, social terrorists' victims will emerge as stronger 
Americans.

Such organizations will always prevail over the bullies in the school yard!

 
Copyright © 2001, 2002, 2003 by Kathleen Jachowski & America's Voices, Inc.  All rights reserved.
Kathleen Jachowski is a free lance writer and public speaker on natural resource and cultural issues.  She 
writes the weekly column "Reconnecting America" for America's Voices, a conservative political 
opinion and educational website.  Her work also appears on other popular Internet opinion sites.  View 
opinions & other information on her personal website at jachowskispeaks.com.  E-mail Kathleen at 
kjachowski@americasvoices.org.
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