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Dear Intimidated Christian:

I want to thank you for coming by the office last week to vent your
frustrations over the anti-Christian remarks your professor has been
making in the classroom. First of all, your professor was right when
he said that it would be stupid for him to expect a pay-raise next year.
But he was wrong to say that expecting a pay-raise would make him
“as stupid as those Christians who still think that Christ is returning
after 2000 years.” In addition to being a bigot, this guy doesn’t appear
to be very intelligent. Isn’t he the same professor who told your class
“l want to save the rain forests because they’re pretty and I like
monkeys?”

My main reason for writing you today is to convince you to change
your mind about letting this incident go without making a complaint.
You admitted in my office that you would not even consider going to
his class wearing a cross around your neck because you would be
afraid of flunking the course. If you were serious, that means that you
and your husband have just paid tuition to the State of North Carolina
to have one of its employees insult your religion (or, as you said, your
personal Savior) and to infringe upon your constitutional right to
freely exercise your religion.

In recent years, our university has increased its funding for a
diversity movement that has tried to promote the idea of
compatibility between Christianity and various “alternative lifestyles.”
As aggressive and one-sided as that movement has become, it poses
less of a threat to religious liberty than the incident you reported to
me. Anti-Christian remarks in the classroom are more serious
because, short of dropping the class, you can’t escape from them. And
these remarks are made in the classroom all too often at this
university. Just last semester, another student reported to me that his
professor told him that anyone who believed in God was “stupid.” He
handled the situation the same way you did. He did nothing.

I’m not sure why the other student decided to let the matter go, but I
do understand why you are reluctant to do anything. While you were
in my office, you told me that it was easy for me to recommend action
because | am a tenured professor and you are only a student. |
understand your apprehensions, but I disagree with your ultimate
decision.
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First of all, my tenure has nothing to do with the situation. But the
fact that your professor does not have the protection of tenure is
relevant. And, of course, | would argue that you really do have tenure
because you are a Christian. Speaking up for what is right will only
cause temporary problems. You can be confident that you will be
rewarded in the end.

If I were in your situation, | would go to class with a t-shirt that says
“Christian, American, Heterosexual, Pro-Gun, Conservative. Any
questions?” in order to provoke the professor. But that’s just me. Of
course, that really won’t be necessary because your professor’s
arrogance is sure to produce another anti-Christian remark before
long. When that happens, | want you to demand an apology from him
for calling you stupid previously and for whatever remark he makes
on that occasion. You should also insist upon an in-class apology, so
that he will no longer intimidate other Christians.

If he refuses to apologize, ask to speak with his department chair. If
the chair refuses to help, ask to speak to the Dean. If the Dean refuses
to help, go to the Provost. If the Provost fails to remedy the situation,
go to the Chancellor. If that doesn’'t work go to the press. | know at
least one columnist who would love to cover this one.

If you get your apology, you will have made your point
and the professor will likely think twice before again
spewing his anti-Christian remarks in the classroom. If, on
the other hand, you experience retaliation, | will make
certain that you get a lawyer, free of charge. | will also urge
you to contact the Foundation for Individual Rights in Education (
http://www.thefire.org/ ).

Townhall

Of course, there is a distinct possibility that you will get neither an
apology nor experience any retaliation. Perhaps you will just be
smugly dismissed by academics using the First Amendment to defend
your professor’s remarks. If the university takes that approach, you
can really have fun with this one by turning the First Amendment on
your adversaries.

If the professor wants to stand by his remarks you can help him to do
so by printing his name and his exact quotation in a letter recounting
your experience in his classroom. The letter could be sent to donors,
the alumni association, and to local churches telling them the truth
about the institution that relies so heavily upon their donations.

Remember that you are angry with your professor because you believe
that he is wrong and you are right. If you are right, you will be taking
a very powerful ally into this battle. On the other hand, your professor
wants to save the rain forests because they’re pretty and he likes
monkeys. You aren’t really afraid of this guy, are you?

Mike S. Adams (adams_mike@hotmail.com) is a professor at UNC-
Wilmington. He’s never seen a rain forest and has no strong opinion
on monkeys.
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From Laura Ingraham, one of our talk
radio favorites!
Shut Up and Sing: How Elites from
@] Hollywood, Politics, and the UN are
gl Subverting America
Meet the elites. They think patriotism is stupid.
They think churchgoing is stupid. They think flag-
SR flying is stupid. They despise families with more
TIGTET i1 than two children. They think owning a gun is
l‘.’l"'l‘! F,u, ”"’EHHH_".J'H criminal. They think George Bush is an idiot.
They even think it's wrong for us to do what we
have to do to protect our nation and our loved ones. Worst of all,
they think our abiding belief in the goodness of America and its
founding principles is naive and misguided. But in this refreshing
look at the elites, Laura Ingraham reveals that it is they, not us, who
are the stupid ones -- and that loudmouth liberals like Barbra
Streisand would do better to just "shut up and sing."
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