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June 30, 2004

Reverend David M. O’Connell, President
The Catholic University of America
Nugent Hall

620 Michigan Ave. NE

Washington, D.C. 20064

Sent by U.S. Mail and Facsimile (202-319-4441)

Dear President O’Connell,

As you can see from our directors and board of advisors, FIRE unites civil rights
and civil liberties leaders, scholars, journalists, and public intellectuals across the
political and ideological spectrum on behalf of liberty, academic freedom, due
process, legal equality, voluntary association, and freedom of speech on
America’s college campuses. Our web page, www.thefire.org, will give you a
greater sense of our identity and of our activities.

We are greatly concerned by the threat posed to freedom of association and
expression by the denial of official approval for a proposed student chapter of the
NAACP. As Catholic University surely must understand, the freedom to unite
with like-minded individuals in pursuit of a common goal is a hallmark of liberty
and is essential to a vibrant civil society. The Catholic University of America
must decide if it will choose to honor the full spirit of its stated commitments to
free speech or if it will choose to set a precedent that allows for the arbitrary
exclusion of certain student groups.

This 1s our understanding of the facts based on media accounts and public
statements issued by the university and the NAACP. We ask you to correct any
errors in our understanding, if any exist. In April of 2004, CUA rejected a
student’s request to establish a NAACP chapter on campus. The student, William
Jawando, was given two reasons for the denial. First, he was told that two
existing student organizations, the Black Organization of Students at Catholic
University of America (BOSCUA) and Minority Voices, already represented
African-American students on campus. According to CUA, the proposed
organization would not only be redundant, but also would dilute the effectiveness
of the existing groups. Second, CUA expressed concerns that the NAACP
supports the right to abortion, a position at odds with the teachings of the Catholic
Church and with CUA as a Church mstitution.










