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“"A Christian group has a right to be
Christian, a Muslimgroup has a right to be
Muslim and a Jewi sh group has a right to be
Jewi sh," said David French, president of the
Foundation for Individual Rights in Education
(FIRE). "It seens absurd that anyone in a
free society would have to nake this
argunent, but time and tine again FIRE has
had to fight for this constitutional right at
uni versities."

The Al pha Iota Onega Christian fraternity
(AlO at UNC contacted FIRE when, according
to AIO | eaders, the university suspended the
group's recognition and froze its university
account and Web access w t hout war ni ng.

This occurred after Al O objected to signing
an agreenent which would have prohibited the
use of religious affiliation as a criterion
for nmenbership —because foll owi ng such a
policy would defeat the very purpose of
having a Christian fraternity.
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Unr ecogni zed groups do not have offici al
rights at UNC and nay not reserve space on
canpus, apply for funding from mandatory
student fees, or take advantage of a variety
of other rights and privileges that all
recogni zed groups enjoy.

UNC s decision is all the nore shocking in

| ight of the fact that this is the second
tinme in less than two years that FIRE has had
to intervene on behalf of a religious student
group suffering fromdiscrimnation at the
hands of UNC s adm ni stration.

I n Decenber of 2002, the very sanme UNC

adm ni strators attenpted to force the
InterVarsity Christian Fellowship to renove a
provision of its constitution that required
the officers of that Christian group be

Chri sti an.

UNC qui ckly reversed this decision after FIRE
publicly exposed its unconstitutional and
i 11iberal actions.

UNC s | atest episode of discrimnation

agai nst religious students began during the
fall of 2003, when Segun O agunju, at that
time ALO s president, net with Jonat han
Curtis, UNC s assistant director for student
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activities and organi zations, to discuss his
concerns about the group's application for
recogni tion.

“"For nore than twenty years, it has been the
| aw t hat public universities nust provide
equal access to religious student

organi zations. These universities cannot
condition that access on the adoption of
nondi scrimnation reqgqul ations that strike at
the heart of the religious character of the
group,"” said FIRE' s French.

In July of 2004, FIRE wote to UNC Chancel | or
Janes Mbeser, saying: "UNC sinply may not use
its nondiscrimnation policy to dictate how
religious student organi zations nust deal
with matters of faith. If UNC all ows
expressi ve organi zations to exist at all on
its canpus, then it nust allow religious
organi zations to exist, to select their own
menbers, and to establish policies and
practices in pursuit of their goals. No group
can control the content of its nessage if it
Is unable to choose its nessengers.”

Wiile FIRE al so expressed a desire to resolve
the matter am cably, UNC has yet to attenpt
to refute the students' clains or even to
defend its actions.
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FIRE i s a nonprofit educational foundation
that unites civil rights and civil l|iberties
| eaders, scholars, journalists and public
intellectuals fromacross the political and
| deol ogi cal spectrum on behal f of i ndividual
rights, due process, freedom of expression,
academ c freedom and rights of conscience at
our nation's colleges and universities.
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. God wants you to be rich, not poor! Find
out the secret biblical | essons to success —

dick here now

. Harry Wi reveals the real China — dick
Her e Now

. Ann Coulter is fighting back — dick here
to see her battle

Sponsored Links ]

=mall This Article to a Frienc

Printer Friendly Version

Reprint Information

http://www.thefire.org/offsite/data/newsmax_081204/index.html (5 of 6) [10/15/2004 12:46:49 PM]


http://www.newsmax.com/jump/suggestions/prayandberich.htm
http://www.newsmax.com/jump/suggestions/prayandberich.htm
http://www.newsmax.com/jump/suggestions/prayandberich.htm
http://www.newsmax.com/jump/suggestions/troublemaker.htm
http://www.newsmax.com/jump/suggestions/troublemaker.htm
http://www.newsmax.com/archives/articles/2003/8/12/155705.shtml
http://www.newsmax.com/archives/articles/2003/8/12/155705.shtml
http://www.thefire.org/share.cfm?page=http://www.thefire.org/offsite/data/newsmax_081204/index.html
http://www.thefire.org/scripts/printer_friendly.pl?page=http://www.thefire.org/offsite/data/newsmax_081204/index.html
http://www.newsmax.com/reprints.shtml

NewsMax.com: Inside Cover Story

Inside Cover Stories
« Schwarzenegger Hails 'Terrific' Chum Kerry

Kerry: | Wouldn't Respond to Nuclear Attack

Bush Praises Kerry's 'Honorable' Stint in Vietham

« Cheney: Kerry Not a Wartime Leader
Michael Reagan to Address GOP Convention
Springsteen Hel ps Edwards Woo 'Losers, Whores and Gamblers

Univ. of North Carolina Won't Recognize Christian Group
Kerry Stumbles as Swift Boat Veterans Expose Him
Heinz Kerry Mystery Son Backed Nader

Wallace Eyes L egal Action Over Limo Bust

Keyes Elaborates on Obama and Slavery

Morelnside Cover Stories

% Ronald Reagan’s Greatest Laughs

Click Here Maow!

Home Money News E-Books NewsMax Mall Archives Late Nite Jokes
Cartoons News Links Magazine Classifieds Contact Us Advertise

NewsMax.com Privacy Statement

All Rights Reserved © 2004 NewsMax.com

101-104

http://www.thefire.org/offsite/data/newsmax_081204/index.html (6 of 6) [10/15/2004 12:46:49 PM]


http://www.newsmax.com/archives/ic/2004/8/13/103033.shtml
http://www.newsmax.com/archives/ic/2004/8/13/95839.shtml
http://www.newsmax.com/archives/ic/2004/8/13/92755.shtml
http://www.newsmax.com/archives/ic/2004/8/13/92009.shtml
http://www.newsmax.com/archives/ic/2004/8/13/20127.shtml
http://www.newsmax.com/archives/ic/2004/8/12/145823.shtml
http://www.newsmax.com/archives/ic/2004/8/12/115310.shtml
http://www.newsmax.com/archives/ic/2004/8/12/110239.shtml
http://www.newsmax.com/archives/ic/2004/8/12/105753.shtml
http://www.newsmax.com/archives/ic/2004/8/12/104507.shtml
http://www.newsmax.com/listinside.shtml
http://www.newsmax.com/jump/banners/RRlaugh468x60.htm
http://www.newsmax.com/
http://www.newsmax.com/moneynews
http://www.newsmaxstore.com/ebooks
http://www.newsmaxstore.com/
http://www.newsmax.com/archives.shtml
http://www.newsmax.com/liners.shtml
http://www.newsmax.com/cartoons/
http://www.newsmax.com/links.shtml
https://www.newsmaxstore.com/nm_mag/currentoffer.cfm
http://www.newsmax.com/classifieds
http://www.newsmax.com/contact.shtml
http://www.newsmax.com/mediakit
http://www.newsmax.com/archives/ic/2004/8/12/privacy.shtml

	thefire.org
	NewsMax.com: Inside Cover Story


