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Mother Superior State College Jumped the Gun

| mages*

Nick Gillespie| April 10, 2008, 10:11am

Over atinside Higher E¢da publication that covers post-K-12
education issues with vim, vigor, and verve, Andye§€s reports
on the case of Robert Crandall, a tenured prob&elSuperior
State College who has gotten in trouble for postifignsive
content to his office door. LSSC's case, accortbraylawyer
representing the school, is that the prof has thictan
unprofessional and insubordinate manner [and]dtisr@s canno
be considered protected speech.”

The Foundation for Individual Rights in Educati¢fiRE),
co-founded by eason contributorsHarvey SilverglatendAlan
Charles Korsis publicizing the case. Writes Guess:

The first complaints date back to 2005, and thégssor,
Richard Crandall, was ordered to remove the masdiiam
his door in 2007 (he eventually complied@ms includeda

photo of Ronald Reagan, pictures mocking Hillarynt@in, j

a sign posting a "Notice of the Weekly Meetinglod t
White, Male, Heterosexual Faculty and Staff Asstoan
(WMHFSA)," and various cartoons about abortiorarsic
terrorism and other topics. One depicts two hoodechen

looking over a photo album. One says, "And thaysyoungest son, Hakim. He'll be martyring

in the fall." The other replies, "They blow up ssf."

The university argues that the postings contrilbait hostile environment and therefore do not
fall under First Amendment protections, althougblsarguments have not fared well historically
in the courts. No lawsuit has been filed, but ia plast some professors whose cases have been
publicized by FIRE have pursued legal action. Thigersity did not respond to requests for

comment.

FIRE and Crandall, who could not be reached forroemt, point out thabther professors at the
universityare able to post politically charged pictures phrases on their doors without
conseqguence, presumably because their perspestiberial or leftist rather than conservative or

right-wing.

More here
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Take alook at the imageand | think there's a strong implicit case thar@all is a tool. Some are funny
(IMO), some are not, but if | were an undergradyith definitely kind of freak my shit—as did anymioer of
door and office postings by lefty profs back in tteg. But general freakage of shit does not sednorue
the issue here, as it really does appear to bepihafic content—right-wing, and heavy on the pung
anti-abortion themes—that is cause for complaint.

FIRE has always made a consistent argument (anddfesded scholars and the right and the left)ghhtic
universities, precisely because they are govermsyorisored, are totally bound by the First Amendnren
ways that private universities are not necesséydgh, yeah, | understand that the line betweetiqpabd
private is totally nebulous given various fundisgues ranging from federal research grants togPails,
etc).

| agree with that argument, and think that Cranaiadl all profs should be allowed to put whatevey tvant
on their doors. Indeed, the whole point of goingatlege may be to expose kids to hostile
environments—or, rather, intellectual environmentshich they are exposed to all sorts of perspestand
taught to think critically about every aspect cditHives.

And yet, given the quality of political discourseft, left, center) on most campuses, | think yralso want
to live in a world where students and professofg meet in open areas devoid of any individualigeghage,
sort of like where prisoners and visitors meetxiglass dividing walls optional.

[*]: I apologize in advance for this title, which iseeybit as tortured as the inmates of Abu Ghraib.
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