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Shut down. Eddie Marquez 
(far right), assistant 
director of Topping 
Student Center, asks 

Garrett Thompson (left) 
and performer George 

Weiss Vando (far left) to 
stop Vando's performance, 

called "Man Lady," at 
Tommy Trojan Monday.
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'Man Lady' show stopped

A university administrator said the racy performance was out of 
control.

By: Courtney Willis and Julia Wong

Issue date: 1/24/06 Section: News

Eddie Marquez, assistant director of 
Norman Topping Student Center, shut 
down a Gender and Sexuality Week event 
being held in a designated free-speech 
zone after receiving several complaints 
about vulgar language.

George Weiss Vando was near Tommy 
Trojan and in the middle of performing 
"Man Lady," a performance based on his 
life experiences, when Marquez 
interrupted him, asked the organizers to 
turn the speakers off and pulled the power 
cords.

Marquez said that after hearing complaints 
from a Department of Public Safety 
officer, a staff member and the vice 
president's office, he made the decision to 
stop the performance. He did not give 
names of the complainants.

"It was out of my control. The way they were behaving left me no 
choice," Marquez said.

Ian Scott, a senior majoring in music education, was walking past 
Tommy Trojan between classes when he heard Vando speaking. 

He said that he wanted to hear what Vando was saying.

Scott said the language and content of the poetry was "raunchy," but was 
also artistic and not profane.

The term "motherf-----" was used.

When Marquez interrupted the event, Scott joined in the argument 
because he said that he thought it was wrong that the university would 
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stop free speech.

Scott said he heard Marquez tell the event's coordinators that the show 
was vulgar and against USC policy.

"In my opinion, he was desecrating what USC and our country is about - 
it was desecrating free speech," Scott said.

According to the SCampus Student Guidebook, "The university has 
designated Trojan Square (the area around Tommy Trojan) as the 
location for the campus to engage in civil discourse. All university 
faculty, staff, students, organizations and non-university individuals may 
exercise their free speech rights in Trojan Square without prior approval, 
provided such speech does not affect the scheduled activities in that 
area."

When asked if vulgar speech was allowed in the free speech zone, 
Marquez said, "I would say no, just because we don't want to offend 
anyone ... We do this to protect the students and make sure we maintain 
the integrity of the university."

Garrett Thompson, a graduate student in film critical studies, is the 
resident coordinator for Graduate, Upperclass and Family Housing, the 
organization that presented Gender and Sexuality Week.

Thompson said this is the second year Vando has come to USC. Last 
year no issues arose with his show.

Thompson was present when Marquez stopped the event but would not 
comment on the situation.

Marquez said that the event was registered and that GRUF had reserved 
the space but they did not give full information of the event.

"Anytime you do a free-speech event where tensions might arise, we 
need to know about it beforehand," Marquez said.

He speculated that GRUF did not give full information because they 
didn't want the event to be rejected.

Grant Hoover, executive director of the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual,
Transgender Assembly, was not present at the event but said "the
organization GRUF tried to work out the kinks … I think it was just
about poor communication between Topping Student Center and the
organization that set it up."

He also said that GRUF was under the impression that it was a free 
speech area.

The event was the second in a series of events for the seventh annual 
Gender and Sexuality Week, running from Jan. 23 to Jan. 26. 

"We hope the Gender and Sexuality Week will be entertaining and 
educational. The issues are being hotly debated right now and many 
people are taking a stance," said Pradeep Kathi, a resident adviser for 
GRUF.
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This year, the week's programs will involve a greater number of 
professors. 

"This is a good opportunity for professors to talk outside their 
classrooms about issues that are of personal interest," Kathi said.

Dan Howard, a sophomore majoring in computer science, said he thinks 
the week is important because it raises the awareness about particular 
issues. He admits he won't attend the programs this week but it is not 
because he is against their cause; he is simply not interested. 

"Everyone expects religious people to shake their heads and wag their 
fingers when you discuss gender and sexuality issues. I think that is too 
bad. God made us in bodies! And we have minds to think about what it 
means to live embodied lives," said Rev. Elizabeth Davenport, associate 
dean of Religious Life.

Davenport said she feels that the community is open and tolerant toward 
gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender students. The United University 
Church, she said, is more progressive than other churches and has been 
supportive and inclusive of gays for years.

Davenport said she feels that there is now more acceptance among 
religious people of all backgrounds toward homosexuality than there was 
20 years ago. 

She also said that many students have some dissonance between the 
religious doctrine they were taught while growing up and their new 
personal interactions with gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender people. 

Bonnie Hui, a senior majoring in biological sciences, is a Christian and 
member of Trojan Christian Fellowship.

"I don't support same-sex marriage because, within the context of the 
church. It goes against what the church stands for and what it holds," 
Hui said. 

Despite her beliefs, she said she does have homosexual friends, but she 
doesn't agree with their lifestyle.

Davenport said students should "keep an open mind. That's all I would 
ask. And listen to other people's experiences."
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