The Foundation for Individual Rightsin Education, Inc.

Close thiswindow | = Email this page

Donate

To submit a case to FIRE, click here.
To contact FIRE, click here.

Now

RE

rent

=]

T

Adra

®financialaid:

Student Loan Consolidation - If you have $10,000 or more in student loan debt, you
may qualify for the Federal student Consolidation Loan. You can save 52% a month
and lower your interest rate to 2.25%  Click here for more information =

TODAY. | @:Irkefplm:e

i

Home)

Main Categories
Top News

Washington/Politics
World

Editorial/Opinion
Health & Science

More News
Columnists

Lotteries

City Guides
Government Guide

Talk Today
Special reports

ISearch || Go I
Site ® Web @)
By LYC@S5

SEARCH FOR
NEWSFAPER ARTICLES
CLICK HERE

NEW E-MAIL

GeT NEWS
IN YOUR INBOX

Click here to get the
Daily Briefing in your
inbox

Education

= E-MALTHIS = PRIMT THIS = SAVE THIS = MOST POPULAR

= SUBSCRIBE

Posted 5/19/2003 11:55 PM

Students are giving colleges a lesson
in free speech

L1 O

Today's Top News Stories

e Bush makes Mideast plea - 11:20 Am
e Bombing at Turkish cafe Kills one -

By Mary Beth Marklein, USA TODAY

. . 11:10 AM
College campuses, long viewed as forums for dissent and . ,
- - . » North Korea warns South of 'disaster"’ -
bastions of free speech, are looking more and more like legal
11:02 AM

battlegrounds.
¢ Thompson: SARS could cause U.S.

deaths next flu season - 10:51 AM
e U.S. Embassy, consulates in Saudi
Arabia to close amid fears - 10:37 AV

In the second of what promises to be a series of lawsuits aimed at
abolishing restrictions on student speech, a California student
plans to file a lawsuit against his college in federal court today,
saying limits on when, where and how he exercises his First
Amendment rights are unconstitutional.

The legal challenge reflects the growing unease among civil liberties advocates, who argue that the range of
restrictions on campus speech creates a dangerous chilling effect.

Some campus administrations, for example, want to restrict "chalking," in which students debate abortion, gay
rights and other hot-button issues in multicolored messages on campus sidewalks.

Others —including Pennsylvania's Shippensburg University, sued last month —have developed speech codes
declaring that words or actions that are "inflammatory, demeaning or harmful to others" are undeserving of
protection.

And a growing number of campuses, including the University of Houston, University of Maryland and Florida
State University, allow protests only in designated areas.

In today's lawsuit, student Christopher Stevens, 20, says Citrus Community College in Glendora, Calif., told
him that he could conduct a "pro-America rally" outside the campus free-speech areas only if he did so as part
of a registered club.

Instead, Stevens, 20, found a lawyer. "Constitutionally, we are not required to be part of any group to enjoy
free speech," he says. "The school seems to think you have to be recognized by them before you can protest.”

No particular incident prompted the year-old policy, but two men protesting abortion were arrested in
November for stepping outside the zone, says Citrus College president Louis Zellers. He says it was adopted
to ensure that demonstrations don't disrupt students from their studies and to reduce the potential for the
protests to escalate into violence. The idea is "to protect not only the people who want to speak or
demonstrate, but also our students who are intimidated by it," Zellers said.
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He says the free-speech zones are centrally located. But critics argue they often are confined to slivers of a
campus —less than 1% at Citrus College, Stevens says.

Challenges are being coordinated by the Philadelphia-based Foundation for Individual Rights in Education
(FIRE), which says it plans more lawsuits. When challenged, West Virginia University, the University of Texas-
Austin and other schools have backed down, declaring the entire campus a free-speech zone.
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