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A letter to Dr. Palms and Professor Weber 

President Palms and Professor Weber, 

A Washington Times column by Ellen Sorkin claims that the course "Women's Studies 797: Seminar in 
Women's Studies" requires that students adhere to a particular ideology to take the course. 

One reported requirement is that students "acknowledge that racism, classism, sexism, heterosexism and 
other institutionalized forms of oppression exist." 

A second requirement is that students taking this class "acknowledge that one mechanism of 
institutionalized racism, classism, sexism, heterosexism, etc. is that we are all systematically taught 
misinformation about our own group and about members of other groups. This is true for members of 
privileged and oppressed groups." 

If the claims that Ms. Sorkin makes are true, the University of South Carolina should be ashamed of 
itself. This includes you, Professor Weber, for overseeing a department that allows such crap to trample 
students' first amendment rights. 

May I remind you that as a taxpayer supported arm of the government, the University of South Carolina 
is not permitted by we the people to trample on our rights. To require that students say something with 
which they may disagree -- and in a course required by the university for a "certificate of graduate study 
in women's studies," according to Ms. Sorkin's column -- violates these students' right to refrain from 
speaking (an often-overlooked part of free-speech rights). 

President Palms, I look forward to a resolution of this issue in favor of free-speech rights. Such a 
decision will require you to act with a level of courage rarely seen by university administrators today, not 
only at the University of South Carolina, but also in most college campuses across the country. May you 
find the courage to do what's right. 
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