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Pro-Life Group Likely to Win Law School Clash
By Robert B. Bluey

CNSNews.com Staff Writer

October 10, 2002

(CNSNews.com) - After mounting public pressure, the student government at
Washington University law school in St. Louis will likely recognize a pro-life
student group by the end of the week.

The Student Bar Association (SBA), a group that oversees student
organizations, twice rejected the application of Law Students Pro-Life to
become an active campus club. Official recognition is required for clubs to
receive funding, campus office space and tax-exempt status from the private
university.

At the center of the month-long debate was whether the pro-life group should
modify its constitution, which currently condemns abortion, euthanasia and
assisted suicide. After appearing before the SBA on Sept. 9, the pro-life club
was told that in order to be recognized, it would have to "broaden its scope" to
include a denunciation of the death penalty.

"To be honest, | truly believe that the catching issue was the narrowness of your
group's interests and goals. SBA members felt, after a lengthy discussion, that
your organization was very one-sided and did not address all issues involving
pro-life,” SBA president Elliott Friedman wrote in a Sept. 10 e-mail announcing
that the club had been rejected.

Infuriated that the SBA would impose such a requirement, members of Law
Students Pro-Life contacted Freedom for Individual Rights in Education
(FIRE), a watchdog group that pressured the SBA and university administrators
to reverse the decision.

A day after news outlets began calling law school Dean Joel Seligman and
Chancellor Mark Stephen Wrighton about the dispute, the SBA scheduled an
emergency meeting for Thursday evening. Seligman predicted the SBA would
approve the club.

"I will go to the SBA meeting and tell them that this appears to be inconsistent
with the general pluralism we practice around here," he said. "I hope they
reconsider it."

At the Sept. 9 meeting, the SBA voted 27-10-1 against the pro-life group.
Friedman, who did not return phone calls, wrote in the e-mail that if the club
were more inclusive to other viewpoints, the SBA might be inclined to
reconsider its application.
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"The vote does not reflect the 'ideological’ viewpoints of members of SBA in
any way," Friedman wrote. "However, in order to be approved as a student
organization which can receive funding, | think the best bet is to broaden your
scope of your issue, and allow students with diverse viewpoints to become
members of your group."

FIRE partly blames Seligman for the dispute, but he maintained it was not his
position to intervene in such matters. Only after the SBA rejected the pro-life
club at a second meeting in late September, did Seligman become involved. At
that point, he met with members of both organizations and concluded that the
sticking point was a technical matter about inviting all law students to join the
club.

Jordan Siverd, chairman of the pro-life group, said the SBA's vote was a
reflection of the group's stance on pro-life issues.

"Even though they denied that from the beginning, it obviously had crossed
their minds," he said.

The club has about 20 members, Siverd said, including a few students who do
not agree with the issues it advocates but want to see the campus more inclusive
of those ideas.

"We are here not just to serve pro-life students," he said. "We are here to serve
the entire law school community to foster a more rounded-out discussion of this
issue."

Even if the SBA approves the pro-life group at its meeting tonight, Siverd said
the incident has left an unfortunate impression about the university's supposed
acceptance of a plurality of ideas.

"We thought when we came here that freedom of speech and the free exchange
of ideas was going to be welcome," he said. "It turned out that wasn't the case."

E-mail a news tip to Robert B. Bluey.

Send a Letter to the Editor about this article.

LN e

E-Mail Ta

ik Frinter
&, Friend

Friendly

http://www.thefire.org/offsite/data/cns_101102.html (2 of 3) [10/12/2004 3:04:07 PM]

Two People Seen Inside
Van in Friday's Sniper
Attack

Timeline Tells Grim Tale

Sniper Shootings Prompt
Call for More Gun Control

Maryland Democrat Harps

on Guns

Vox Populi: Gun Facts,
the Media and the
Washington Sniper

Britain Delays National
Gun Owner Database

Carter Wins Peace Prize;
Committee Sends

Message on Iraq

Senator Wants Oklahoma

City Bombing-Iraqi
Connection Probed

Sidebar: The Oklahoma
City Bomb

Senate Joins House In
Approving Irag Resolution

Weeks Before Election,
Many Dems Rejected Iraq

Resolution

Trent Lott Retreats From
Belafonte Awards Dinner

Group Attacks Bush
Record on Faith-Based
Initiatives in Texas

Book Hammers Feminist
Agenda, Fundraising
Strategies

Pro-Life Group Likely to
Win Law School Clash

Indigenous Americans
Abused, Report Says

Montana GOP Candidate
Drops Out of Senate Race

Prosecutors Downplay
Racial Element in Kansas
Murder Trial

Activists Try to Block
Bush Qil Drilling Plan

Christians Sweep the
Streets of Jerusalem In A

Show of Solidarity



mailto:rbluey@cnsnews.com
mailto:shogenson@cnsnews.com
http://www.cnsnews.com/ViewPrint.asp?Page=\Culture\archive\200210\CUL20021010d.html
http://www.cnsnews.com/ThisHour.asp#Two People Seen Inside Van in Friday's Sniper Attack
http://www.cnsnews.com/ThisHour.asp#Two People Seen Inside Van in Friday's Sniper Attack
http://www.cnsnews.com/ThisHour.asp#Two People Seen Inside Van in Friday's Sniper Attack
http://www.cnsnews.com/ThisHour.asp#Timeline Tells Grim Tale
http://www.cnsnews.com/ThisHour.asp#Sniper Shootings Prompt Call for More Gun Control
http://www.cnsnews.com/ThisHour.asp#Sniper Shootings Prompt Call for More Gun Control
http://www.cnsnews.com/ThisHour.asp#Maryland Democrat Harps on Guns
http://www.cnsnews.com/ThisHour.asp#Maryland Democrat Harps on Guns
http://www.cnsnews.com/ThisHour.asp#Vox Populi: Gun Facts, the Media and the Washington Sniper
http://www.cnsnews.com/ThisHour.asp#Vox Populi: Gun Facts, the Media and the Washington Sniper
http://www.cnsnews.com/ThisHour.asp#Vox Populi: Gun Facts, the Media and the Washington Sniper
http://www.cnsnews.com/ThisHour.asp#Britain Delays National Gun Owner Database
http://www.cnsnews.com/ThisHour.asp#Britain Delays National Gun Owner Database
http://www.cnsnews.com/ThisHour.asp#Carter Wins Peace Prize; Committee Sends Message on Iraq
http://www.cnsnews.com/ThisHour.asp#Carter Wins Peace Prize; Committee Sends Message on Iraq
http://www.cnsnews.com/ThisHour.asp#Carter Wins Peace Prize; Committee Sends Message on Iraq
http://www.cnsnews.com/ThisHour.asp#Senator Wants Oklahoma City Bombing-Iraqi Connection Probed
http://www.cnsnews.com/ThisHour.asp#Senator Wants Oklahoma City Bombing-Iraqi Connection Probed
http://www.cnsnews.com/ThisHour.asp#Senator Wants Oklahoma City Bombing-Iraqi Connection Probed
http://www.cnsnews.com/ThisHour.asp#Sidebar: The Oklahoma City Bomb
http://www.cnsnews.com/ThisHour.asp#Sidebar: The Oklahoma City Bomb
http://www.cnsnews.com/ThisHour.asp#Senate Joins House In Approving Iraq Resolution
http://www.cnsnews.com/ThisHour.asp#Senate Joins House In Approving Iraq Resolution
http://www.cnsnews.com/ThisHour.asp#Weeks Before Election, Many Dems Rejected Iraq Resolution
http://www.cnsnews.com/ThisHour.asp#Weeks Before Election, Many Dems Rejected Iraq Resolution
http://www.cnsnews.com/ThisHour.asp#Weeks Before Election, Many Dems Rejected Iraq Resolution
http://www.cnsnews.com/ThisHour.asp#Trent Lott Retreats From Belafonte Awards Dinner
http://www.cnsnews.com/ThisHour.asp#Trent Lott Retreats From Belafonte Awards Dinner
http://www.cnsnews.com/ThisHour.asp#Group Attacks Bush Record on Faith-Based Initiatives in Texas
http://www.cnsnews.com/ThisHour.asp#Group Attacks Bush Record on Faith-Based Initiatives in Texas
http://www.cnsnews.com/ThisHour.asp#Group Attacks Bush Record on Faith-Based Initiatives in Texas
http://www.cnsnews.com/ThisHour.asp#Book Hammers Feminist Agenda, Fundraising Strategies
http://www.cnsnews.com/ThisHour.asp#Book Hammers Feminist Agenda, Fundraising Strategies
http://www.cnsnews.com/ThisHour.asp#Book Hammers Feminist Agenda, Fundraising Strategies
http://www.cnsnews.com/ThisHour.asp#Pro-Life Group Likely to Win Law School Clash
http://www.cnsnews.com/ThisHour.asp#Pro-Life Group Likely to Win Law School Clash
http://www.cnsnews.com/ThisHour.asp#Indigenous Americans Abused, Report Says
http://www.cnsnews.com/ThisHour.asp#Indigenous Americans Abused, Report Says
http://www.cnsnews.com/ThisHour.asp#Montana GOP Candidate Drops Out of Senate Race
http://www.cnsnews.com/ThisHour.asp#Montana GOP Candidate Drops Out of Senate Race
http://www.cnsnews.com/ThisHour.asp#Prosecutors Downplay Racial Element in Kansas Murder Trial
http://www.cnsnews.com/ThisHour.asp#Prosecutors Downplay Racial Element in Kansas Murder Trial
http://www.cnsnews.com/ThisHour.asp#Prosecutors Downplay Racial Element in Kansas Murder Trial
http://www.cnsnews.com/ThisHour.asp#Activists Try to Block Bush Oil Drilling Plan
http://www.cnsnews.com/ThisHour.asp#Activists Try to Block Bush Oil Drilling Plan
http://www.cnsnews.com/ThisHour.asp#Christians Sweep the Streets of Jerusalem In A Show of Solidarity
http://www.cnsnews.com/ThisHour.asp#Christians Sweep the Streets of Jerusalem In A Show of Solidarity
http://www.cnsnews.com/ThisHour.asp#Christians Sweep the Streets of Jerusalem In A Show of Solidarity

Pro-Life Group Likely to Win Law School Clash -- 10/10/2002

All original CNSNews.com material, copyright 1998-2002 Cybercast News Service.

ABC Program Offers
Castro A Platform

Mixed Reaction To ‘Frozen

Eqg' Baby

Violence-Plagued Kashmir

Election Shows Voters
Want Change

Tree Sitter Falls to Death

Other CNSNews.com
Headlines:

Ey‘hernast Home | News This Hour | Politics | Culture | Business | International
Mews Nation | Pentagon | Extra | Commentary | Bozell's Column

Service Cartoons | Fact-O-Rama | Privacy Policy

CNSNews.com is optimized for use with the latest version of either Microsoft Internet Explorer or Netscape Navigator. The latest

versions are available from the respective companies web sites.

e

Microsoft Netscape
Internet Explorer Navigator

http://www.thefire.org/offsite/data/cns_101102.html (3 of 3) [10/12/2004 3:04:07 PM]


http://www.cnsnews.com/ThisHour.asp#ABC Program Offers Castro A Platform
http://www.cnsnews.com/ThisHour.asp#ABC Program Offers Castro A Platform
http://www.cnsnews.com/ThisHour.asp#Mixed Reaction To 'Frozen Egg' Baby
http://www.cnsnews.com/ThisHour.asp#Mixed Reaction To 'Frozen Egg' Baby
http://www.cnsnews.com/ThisHour.asp#Violence-Plagued Kashmir Election Shows Voters Want Change
http://www.cnsnews.com/ThisHour.asp#Violence-Plagued Kashmir Election Shows Voters Want Change
http://www.cnsnews.com/ThisHour.asp#Violence-Plagued Kashmir Election Shows Voters Want Change
http://www.cnsnews.com/ThisHour.asp#Tree Sitter Falls to Death
http://www.cnsnews.com/ThisHour.asp#Other CNSNews.com Headlines:
http://www.cnsnews.com/ThisHour.asp#Other CNSNews.com Headlines:
http://www.cnsnews.com/about/aboutcns.asp#use
http://www.cnsnews.com/
http://www.cnsnews.com/ThisHour.asp
http://www.cnsnews.com/Politics.asp
http://www.cnsnews.com/Culture.asp
http://www.cnsnews.com/Business.asp
http://www.cnsnews.com/ForeignBureaus.asp
http://www.cnsnews.com/Nation.asp
http://www.cnsnews.com/Pentagon.asp
http://www.cnsnews.com/Leisure.asp
http://www.cnsnews.com/Commentary.asp
http://www.cnsnews.com/bozellcolumn/Bozell.asp
http://www.cnsnews.com/cartoon/welcome.asp
http://www.cnsnews.com/Facts/factorama.asp
http://www.cnsnews.com/corporate/privacy.asp
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/ie/default.htm
http://www.netscape.com/
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/ie/default.htm
http://www.netscape.com/

	thefire.org
	Pro-Life Group Likely to Win Law School Clash -- 10/10/2002


	FLLNPFFMDANOLDOOKIPFIBJKNKNKDJHLJB: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: Pro-Life Group Likely to Win Law School Clash 
	f2: 10 Oct, 2002
	f3: Robert B. Bluey
	f4: ViewCulture.asp?Page=\Culture\archive\200210\CUL20021010d.html
	f5: (CNSNews.com) - After mounting public pressure, the student government at Washington University law school in St. Louis will likely recognize a pro-life student group by the end of the week.



The Student Bar Association (SBA), a group that oversees student organizations, twice rejected the application of Law Students Pro-Life to become an active campus club. Official recognition is required for clubs to receive funding, campus office space and tax-exempt status from the private university.



At the center of the month-long debate was whether the pro-life group should modify its constitution, which currently condemns abortion, euthanasia and assisted suicide. After appearing before the SBA on Sept. 9, the pro-life club was told that in order to be recognized, it would have to "broaden its scope" to include a denunciation of the death penalty.



"To be honest, I truly believe that the catching issue was the narrowness of your group's interests and goals. SBA members felt, after a lengthy discussion, that your organization was very one-sided and did not address all issues involving pro-life," SBA president Elliott Friedman wrote in a Sept. 10 e-mail announcing that the club had been rejected.



Infuriated that the SBA would impose such a requirement, members of Law Students Pro-Life contacted Freedom for Individual Rights in Education (FIRE), a watchdog group that pressured the SBA and university administrators to reverse the decision.



A day after news outlets began calling law school Dean Joel Seligman and Chancellor Mark Stephen Wrighton about the dispute, the SBA scheduled an emergency meeting for Thursday evening. Seligman predicted the SBA would approve the club.



"I will go to the SBA meeting and tell them that this appears to be inconsistent with the general pluralism we practice around here," he said. "I hope they reconsider it."



At the Sept. 9 meeting, the SBA voted 27-10-1 against the pro-life group. Friedman, who did not return phone calls, wrote in the e-mail that if the club were more inclusive to other viewpoints, the SBA might be inclined to reconsider its application.



"The vote does not reflect the 'ideological' viewpoints of members of SBA in any way," Friedman wrote. "However, in order to be approved as a student organization which can receive funding, I think the best bet is to broaden your scope of your issue, and allow students with diverse viewpoints to become members of your group."



FIRE partly blames Seligman for the dispute, but he maintained it was not his position to intervene in such matters. Only after the SBA rejected the pro-life club at a second meeting in late September, did Seligman become involved. At that point, he met with members of both organizations and concluded that the sticking point was a technical matter about inviting all law students to join the club.



Jordan Siverd, chairman of the pro-life group, said the SBA's vote was a reflection of the group's stance on pro-life issues.



"Even though they denied that from the beginning, it obviously had crossed their minds," he said.



The club has about 20 members, Siverd said, including a few students who do not agree with the issues it advocates but want to see the campus more inclusive of those ideas.



"We are here not just to serve pro-life students," he said. "We are here to serve the entire law school community to foster a more rounded-out discussion of this issue."



Even if the SBA approves the pro-life group at its meeting tonight, Siverd said the incident has left an unfortunate impression about the university's supposed acceptance of a plurality of ideas.



"We thought when we came here that freedom of speech and the free exchange of ideas was going to be welcome," he said. "It turned out that wasn't the case."



E-mail a news tip to Robert B. Bluey.
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