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Responding to a challenge from 55 of the 
73 Roman Catholic Democrats in the 
House of Representatives, key leaders of 
the American church said that "all 
Catholics are obliged to shape our 
consciences in accord with the moral 
teaching of the church." That includes 
teaching on abortion, the prelates said. 

The statement came from the chairmen of 
three panels of the U.S. bishops' 
conference: Cardinal Theodore McCarrick 
(Washington, D.C.) of a special task force 
on Catholic politicians; Cardinal William 
Keeler (Baltimore) of the pro-life 
committee, and Bishop Nicholas DiMarzio 
(Brooklyn, N.Y.) of the domestic policy 
committee. 

In a Feb. 28 joint statement, the 55 House 
members had addressed abortion and 
other matters, saying "we seek the 
church's guidance and assistance but 

believe also in the primacy of conscience." 

The House members said they agree with Catholic social principles on 
poverty, education, health care and war and "the undesirability of 
abortion," but there is "disagreement with the church in some areas." 

The three church leaders responded: "It is essential to remember that 
conscience must be consistent with fundamental moral principles." 

"Catholic teaching calls all Catholics to work actively to restrain, restrict 
and bring to an end the destruction of unborn human life," they said. 

The Catholic leaders called abortion "a grave violation of the most 
fundamental human right - the right to life," which "grounds every other 
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right we possess." 

Last May, 48 Catholic House Democrats wrote McCarrick that "we do not 
believe it is our role to legislate the teachings of the Catholic Church." 
The 48 also opposed refusal of Communion to dissenting Catholic 
politicians, which had become an issue during the presidential race of 
John Kerry, a Catholic who favors liberal abortion laws. 

Rep. Rosa DeLauro of Connecticut helped spearhead the 2005 and 2006 
statements. 

Religious denominations' gay caucuses unite with secular task force 

WASHINGTON (AP) - An alliance of gay caucuses in seven U.S. 
religious denominations is becoming a program within a major secular 
group, the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force, a Monday 
announcement said. 

The alliance, known as the Institute for Welcoming Resources, 
represents caucuses in the American Baptist Churches, Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ), Community of Christ, Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), United Church of Christ and 
United Methodist Church. 

The statement said the task force will provide resources to increase 
religious support for equality for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 
people. It called the institute's 1,300 local congregations valuable allies 
against "those who try to justify anti-gay bigotry" on religious grounds. 

The task force plans to assign religious field organizers around the nation 
to educate congregations and seminaries, and to reach "progressive 
people of faith" beyond the seven denominations. 

The task force also sponsors the National Religious Leadership 
Roundtable, an interfaith clergy group. The roundtable issued a January 
report saying conservative groups within U.S. denominations have eight 
times the budgets of the pro-gay caucuses. 

The Rev. Rebecca Voelkel, a United Church of Christ minister and 
executive officer of the Minneapolis-based institute, will join the task force 
staff. She charged that religious language "has been hijacked by the 
radical right and used to attack and abuse." 

University of Wisconsin sets policy on disputed Bible studies 

MADISON, Wis. (AP) - Resident assistants are free to host Bible studies 
in their rooms, as well as sales or political meetings, under a policy 
adopted unanimously by the University of Wisconsin system's Board of 
Regents. 

The assistants, who receive stipends in exchange for supervising 
students in residence halls, are warned that they should create an 
inclusive environment and not use their positions to coerce people to 
attend. 
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University President Kevin Reilly said the policy balances students' first 
amendment right to free speech against their duties as state employees. 

The new policy applies to the system's 13 four-year universities. Each 
campus will have to set up ways to address student complaints about 
their resident assistants, Reilly said. 

The regents in effect rescinded policies at the Madison and Eau Claire 
campuses, where assistants were barred from religious or political 
meetings in their rooms. 

Last fall, an Eau Claire student challenged the unwritten policy after he 
was warned he could face disciplinary action for hosting Bible studies. 
The student filed a federal lawsuit against the university. 

The Foundation for Individual Rights in Education, which defends free 
speech rights on campus and supported the student's claim, praised the 
new policy. 

Alabama's Methodist bishops distance the faith from Alabama church 
fires 

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (AP) - Alabama's two United Methodist Church 
bishops issued statements saying that they abhorred fires last month that 
destroyed or damaged nine Baptist church buildings. 

Three youths who attended Methodist-affiliated Birmingham-Southern 
College have been charged with the arson. But investigators say the 
attacks began as pranks and weren't motivated by religious bias. 

Bishop William Willimon, whose office is located on the college's campus, 
said "we will continue to pray for those affected congregations, for the 
young men who were arrested and for their families." 

Alabama's other bishop, Larry Goodpaster of Montgomery, said "the 
alleged actions of these men do not reflect the values that we hold as 
United Methodist Christians." 

Officials said the sheer prevalence of Baptist churches, particularly in 
rural areas where the fires occurred, could explain why only Baptist 
churches were burned. One listing says the state has 5,078 Baptist 
churches, one for every 875 residents. 

Mormons' president leads temple rededication in Chile 

SANTIAGO, Chile (AP) - Gordon B. Hinckley, the 95-year-old president of 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, led a rededication of the 
temple in Chile's capital Sunday. 

Many were "moved to tears" by his appearance, a Chilean church 
spokesman said. 

Hinckley was released from the hospital last month after surgery to 
remove a cancerous growth on his large intestine. He also received a 
heart pacemaker in 2001 and revealed last summer that he has diabetes.

Hinckley also attended a cultural gathering of some 50,000 Mormons at a 
soccer stadium. The church reports 535,000 members in Chile. 
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The rededicated temple, which had been closed for renovations, was 
reopened for religious services Wednesday. 

Parishioners thank Episcopal bishop for going public on alcoholism 

PORTSMOUTH, N.H. (AP) - Parishioners thanked Episcopal Bishop V. 
Gene Robinson for going public with his alcohol addiction following a 
weekend sermon he delivered on relinquishing comforts to save the soul. 

"It feels like a homecoming," Robinson said following Sunday's service at 
St. John's Episcopal Church. 

One woman spoke of her brother's battle with alcohol and drug addiction, 
and mentioned he was given a sobriety chip from Alcoholics Anonymous 
for so many days clean. Robinson immediately dug into his pocket to 
bring out his one-month anniversary chip. 

"I'm doing great," he said, calling his treatment thus far "a blessing." He 
recently returned from the Caron Foundation in Wernersville, Pa. 

"I feel that God was very much with me (in the first month), and this 
promises to be a wonderful journey," Robinson said. 

He said one of his own temptations was to keep silent out of fear of 
reaction to his alcoholism: "I was so worried about your opinion of me." 

Robinson is the Episcopal Church's first openly gay bishop. 

Copyright 2005 Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may
not be published broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed 
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