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A lawsuit filed by the Alliance 
Defense Fund is targeting the 
speech codes imposed on 
students by the university system 
in California after several 
students were prosecuted for the 
"desecration" of flags used by 
terrorist groups.  

"America's colleges and 
universities should recognize the constitutional rights of 
Christian and politically conservative students just as they do for 
all other students," said David French, senior legal counsel for the 
ADF and chief of the ADF Center for Academic Freedom.  

"Officials at San Francisco State are required to respect the U.S. 
Constitution, which protects the right to free speech in exactly 
these kinds of situations," he said.  

(Story continues below) 

 

 
College Republican member argues with 
Palestinian supporter at Oct. 17 anti-terrorism 
rally at San Francisco State University (Photo: 
Golden Gate Xpress)
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As WND reported earlier, the university decided – after months 
of pressure – not to punish College Republicans who had been 
accused of desecrating the name of Allah by stepping on 
makeshift Hezbollah and Hamas flags at an anti-terrorism rally.  

Led by the non-profit advocacy group Foundation for Individual 
Rights in Education, the public and some media outlets had 
called on the school to "uphold the students' constitutionally 
guaranteed right to free expression."  

"We are relieved that SFSU has come to its senses and recognized 
that it cannot punish students for constitutionally protected 
expression," FIRE President Greg Lukianoff said at the time. "But 
the fact remains that the university should never have 
investigated or tried them in the first place. This was a protected 
act of political protest, and it is impossible to believe the 
university did not know that from the start."  

The trouble began at an Oct. 17 anti-terrorism rally in which the 
students stepped on butcher paper painted to resemble the flags 
of the Middle East terrorist organizations Hamas and Hezbollah. 
The College Republicans say they simply copied the script from 
an image on the Internet and didn't know it bore the name of 
Allah in Arabic script.  

A student who is not a member of the club had filed a complaint 
with university officials after the protest.  

The student claimed that the Republican students engaged in 
"acts of incivility" and "intimidation" and created a "hostile 
environment" by publicly walking over the terrorist flags.  

"I believe that the complaint is [about] the desecration of Allah," a 
university official told The San Francisco Chronicle.  

SFSU President Robert A. Corrigan eventually wrote that the 
Student Organization Hearing Panel "unanimously concluded 
that the College Republicans organization had not violated the 
Student Code of Conduct and that there were no grounds to 
support the student complaint lodged against them."  

But French said the speech codes led to a "burdensome, 
unnecessary investigation and five months of ridicule and 
harassment for these students," even though they did nothing but 
exercise their constitutional rights.  

The ADF lawsuit now asks the court to strike down the ill-
defined speech code policies of SFSU and the entire California 
State University system at issue in the investigation.  

"The university could not even find enough evidence to find them 
guilty of any wrongdoing. It's time for these speech codes to go so 
that this doesn't happen to these students or any other students 
ever again," he said.  
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   - By Michael Glatze
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