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Movies: FIRE Hails FreeSpeech Win for Conservative SUNYFredonia Prof
Hidden Secrets

e —— 2006-08-28 -- WDC Media News --

(AgapePress) - A philosophy professor at the State University of New
York at Fredonia, who says he was denied a promotion by the school
for expressing conservative views, is now being promoted.

Stephen Kershnar claims SUNY denied him advancement to a full
professorship after he wrote three opinion articles criticizing the
university for its affirmative action policy, its student code, and its
lack of conservative professors.

However, less than three weeks after the Foundation for Individual
Rights in Education (FIRE) publicly accused the school of violating
Kershnar's free-speech and academic-freedom rights,
SUNY-Fredonia's President Dennis Hefner notified Kershnar that he
was "promoted to the rank of full professor."”

FIRE President Greg Lukianoff says Hefner had originally told
Kershnar his status would be reevaluated in a year. But after the
advocacy group wrote the school officials, Lukianoff notes, "they said
they re-issued the letter that denied his promotion, but trying to take
out all of the material that indicated that he was being punished due
to his beliefs."

That was amazing, Lukianoff points out, "because we had the first
TV: LivePrayer with Bill letter; but it said, 'because of your statements about the university,
Keller we're not promoting you."" Afterward, the FIRE spokesman says,
- SUNY officials "basically tried to erase the past" by removing from the
letter the language that proved Kershnar was being refused
promotion due to his expression of his viewpoints.

However, Lukianoff believes SUNY-Fredonia's explanations of its
sudden change of heart concerning Kershnar's promotion is simply
the university's way of trying to cover its tracks.

"The funniest thing about it, though," the watchdog group's president
observes, "is that the university is trying to pretend that this was just
the normal course of action and that the widespread public
condemnations they received had nothing to do with the decision.
But, of course, that's pretty hard to swallow."

In any event, Kershnar now has his promotion. He will receive a
salary increase of $2,000 and will officially hold the rank of full
- professor, effective September 1. And meanwhile, Lukianoff says,
BEQEMZ FWD@ hopefully President Hefner will now think twice before making

: e promotion decisions based on a professor's point of view.
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'Fajth Chennels for Everyone Jim Brown, a regular contributor to AgapePress, is a reporter for American Family
S Radio News, which can be heard online.
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60 Sec Audio Teaser

Danger Road is the incredible
true story of three drug dealers
who were brutally murdered in
1983 on Danger Road the
Florida Everglades. Lured into a
phony drug deal each victim
hoped would be his big
retirement score, they allegedly
found themselves at the
business end of a gun wielded
by a Miami-Dade police officer.
But police and prosecutors say
Officer Gilbert Fernandez Jr. and
his cohorts weren't there to

arrest the drug dealers; they
were there to kill them and steal
their nine kilos of cocaine.

Danger Road details the
transformation Fernandez, a
former Mr. Florida bodybuilding
champion and black-belt karate
champion, who became a
Christian during the intervening
years between the 1983
murders and his subsequent
arrest in 1990. This was no
courthouse conversion. The man
who had once been named
"Miami's meanest cop" had been
a Christian for years by the time
of his trial. He no longer forced
African American detainees to
eat cigarette butts from the
squad-car ashtray at gunpoint,
as he did in his days before
knowing Christ. And he no
longer ran the ring of
bodybuilder debt collectors out
of the notorious Apollo Gym,
which he eventually owned. He
lived to convert people at the
gym to his faith; and in 1991, he
was also on trial for his life.
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Does God give second
chances? In Danger Road you'll
discover why He's called the
'God of the Second Chance.'

ORDER NOW
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