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Press Release

17 May 2000 

NAS Hails Reinstatement of Banned Religious Organization

Princeton, New Jersey -- The National Association of Scholars today hailed the restoration of the Tufts 
Christian Fellowship as an accredited student organization, by unanimous vote of the Committee on 
Student Life at Tufts University. The group was recently de-funded and effectively banned from the 
school's campus after its members had declined to allow an openly lesbian student to become their 
leader, citing incompatibility with their evangelical Christian beliefs. The student then brought charges of 
"discrimination" against the group, which was summarily disaccredited without a hearing by the 
undergraduate Student Judiciary Committee. The reversal comes in the wake of widespread public 
criticism, led by the Foundation for Individual Rights in Education (FIRE), in collaboration with the 
NAS, which gathered signatures from faculty members around the country for a petition in support of the 
TCF's reinstatement.

NAS president Stephen H. Balch said the decision was "a victory for intellectual freedom, freedom of 
association, genuine pluralism, and perhaps, most importantly, honesty in higher education." "Tufts," he 
continued "is not an creedal institution. Private colleges and universities of a creedal character can make 
an honorable and valuable contribution to academic pluralism provided they are forthright about their 
convictions. But like most of our major colleges and universities, Tufts prides itself on affording a free 
marketplace for ideas, complete academic and intellectual freedom, and, needless to say, the celebration 
of 'diversity.' In this case, however, as in too many others, we see that there are stark limits to the kind of 
'tolerance' and 'diversity' actually allowed. Clearly the notion may not apply to evangelical Christians 
nor, by extension, to Orthodox Jews, traditional Catholics or Muslims. Tufts, and many of its peers, 
increasingly seem to want to have it both ways, proclaiming freedom but covertly imposing 'New Age' 
orthodoxy."

"There are troubling signs that American society as a whole is becoming less and less tolerant of genuine 
difference, and academic doubletalk on these matters has probably contributed greatly to this trend. By 
making "diversity" a euphemism for thought control, too many of our colleges and universities are 
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encouraging their students to believe they are being "tolerant" when they suppress views with which they 
disagree. If Tufts has now been persuaded to rethink its double standards and cease its doubletalk, 
perhaps other institutions will take notice and abandon similarly hypocritical and dangerous practices."

The National Association of Scholars is America's foremost higher education reform group. Located in Princeton, it has 
forty-five state affiliates and more than four thousand professors, graduate students, and college and university 
administrators and trustees as members.

Contact: Stephen H. Balch (609) 683-7878
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