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Mission Statement 

The University of Massachusetts Lowell enhances the intellectual, cultural and 

personal development of its students through excellent, accessible, affordable 

educational programs. We discover, create and transmit knowledge and apply that 

knowledge for the common good. The University seeks to meet the needs of the 

state, nation and world today and into the future. We support the development of 

sustainable technologies and communities through our research, scholarship and 

community engagement. 

Overview 

Located in the historic industrial city of Lowell, 25 miles northwest of Boston, the 

campus spans more than 125 acres along the Merrimack River. More than 12,000 

resident and commuter students of all backgrounds pursue bachelor’s, master’s, 

and doctoral degrees as well as professional certificates in the arts, humanities and 

sciences; education; engineering; health and environment; and management.  

 

History 

For more than a century, the University of Massachusetts Lowell has been educating 

students to work in the real-world, solve real problems and help real people. The 

University began as the Lowell Normal School, founded in 1894 to prepare students 

to become teachers, and the Lowell Textile School, founded in 1895 to train 

technicians and managers for the textile industry. Over the next 75 years, both 

institutions extended their offerings to meet the growing needs of the region. Lowell 

State and Lowell Tech, as they were then known, merged in 1975 to form the 

University of Lowell. In 1991, the campus became part of the University of 

Massachusetts system. 
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