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Colorado College Satire Causes A Stir

By: Joe Murray , The Bulletin

A Colorado college has found two students guiltyiofating the conduct code against violence dfterstudents distributed a
satirical flyer poking fun at the college's Femiraad Gender Studies program. Chris Robinson asetand student who wished to
remain nameless now must hold a campus forum tusisthe very issues that landed them in hot water.

The controversy began when Colorado College's "Ristréind Gender Studies Interns” distributed thewsletter entitled The
Monthly Rag. The newsletter contained informati@ntgining to the women's studies program and atgldighted information on a
lecture to be delivered by a "world-famous prostitand porn star," information about gender idgrigsues and a comment
concerning "male castration."”

In response to the newsletter, the two studentigttne pseudonym of "The Coalition of Some Dudegated and distributed "The
Monthly Bag," a satirical response to The MonthBgRIn the parody, the two students included a cemrabout "female violence
and abuse" from a battered men's Web site, asagellstatement of "chainsaw etiquette” and a "Td@ughWisdom" quote by
Theodore Roosevelt.

Officials at Colorado College wasted no time respog to complaints about the flyer, as Richard €leSte, the school's president,

issued a strongly worded e-mail stating, "The #yiaclude threatening and demeaning content, wikichtegorically unacceptable
in this community."

Mr. Celeste also urged those behind the satiriealstetter to come forward. Both Mr. Robinson arelather student did so an hour
after the request and were rewarded with a charge)ater a conviction, of violating the collegedues of respect and integrity.
Now the two have to hold a forum to discuss theagsthey raised.

In informing the two of the college's decision, MiEdmonds, vice president for Student Life, ackeolged the intent was to parody
and not to threaten, but concluded, "in the climatehich we find ourselves today, violence - opliad violence - of any kind
cannot be tolerated on a college campus." Mr. Edls@tso explained "the juxtaposition of weaponng aexuality" by anonymous
male students made students feel threatened byweeegbonry.

The decision has raised a number of red flagseaFttundation for Individual Rights in EducationRH), a Philadelphia civil rights
organization dedicated to preserving free speeatotiage campuses.

"Not only has Colorado College wrongly punishedistuts for expression that any reasonable persotdveasily recognize as
parody that threatens no one, but according to Bdisie standard, countless movies, songs, and attigic endeavors that
'jJuxtapose weaponry and sexuality' are inappropfiat the adult students of Colorado College," Adéssel, director of FIRE's

Individual Rights Defense Program, said. Mr. Kisaleb argued the decision is a betrayal of theegelk promise of free expression
it made with the students.

Colorado College's Diversity & Anti-Discriminatidpolicy reads, "On a campus that is free and opeigen can be banned or
forbidden. No viewpoint or message may be deemdthteful that it may not be expressed." Insteagpbiblding such a standard,
FIRE contends the school enacted a double standard.

"One flyer that mentions 'male castration' is riotence, but a flyer that makes fun of it by menti@ 'chainsaws' is prohibited?
Both should be protected, but the double standaddack of respect for freedom of speech in thiseda simply staggering,” FIRE
President Greg Lukianoff said. "Colorado Collegbrizzenly violating its own promise of freedom mpeession, as well as both
fairness and common sense."

Joe Murray can be reached at jmurray@thebulletin.us
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