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Mason Tvert, campaign director for Safer Altenative 
for Enjoyable Recreation, or SAFER, holds up the flyer 
Wednesday he says Colorado State University did not 
want distributed because of the marijuana leaf on it. 
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CSU: Pro-pot flier flap overblown
School officials claim dorm issue a misunderstanding; SAFER says 
school tried to ban posting initiative info
By KEVIN DUGGAN 
KevinDuggan@coloradoan.com 

A freedom-of-speech issue on the campus of Colorado State 
University appeared to go up in smoke Wednesday as university 
officials allowed fliers promoting passage of a pro-marijuana 
initiative to be posted in residence halls.

CSU officials said a flap over the fleers was a misunderstanding. 
But proponents of Amendment 44, a measure on the November 
ballot that would legalize possession of less than an ounce of 
marijuana for individuals 21 and older, claimed the university 
attempted to ban the fliers because they promote drug use.

"Clearly this (flier) is not
promoting marijuana; it's 
promoting a marijuana law," 
said Mason Tvert, campaign 
director for Safer Alternative 
For Enjoyable Recreation, or 
SAFER, which is campaigning 
in support of Amendment 44. 
"Based on the contents of the 
speech, they decided to prohibit 
it."

The controversy began Tuesday when students sought permission 
from CSU housing officials to have the fliers, which feature a logo with the words "Yes on 44" 
superimposed over a large, green marijuana leaf, posted in residence halls.

The flier also contains information about the dangers of alcohol abuse and the need to register to vote 
by Oct. 10.

Seth Anthony of Campus Libertarians said students were told the marijuana leaf would have to go. 
The students contacted SAFER organizers in Denver, who in turn contacted the American Civil 
Liberties Union to complain about the university restricting free speech.

University officials said Wednesday housing staff members did not ban the fliers; they only asked the 
students to modify them so their focus was on the political campaign rather than marijuana.

School policy prohibits the promotion of illegal drug used CSU spokeswoman Dell Rae Moellenberg 
said. The political message of the flier was not the issue.

“We encourage students to be involved in the political process and to participate in political
campaigns,” Moellenberg said. “We do not restrict political activity or students’ rights to express their
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views.”

The flier that initially was shown to housing officials was different than those presented to the media 
and passed out on campus Wednesday, CSU official said. Although school officials did not have a 
copy of the flier, they said the marijuana leaf was more prominent.

Anthony insisted the fliers were the same.

“They were very clear on what they objected to and what they wanted changed on the flyer,” he said.
“We’re not willing to change our message. We have a right to free speech, and we shouldn’t have to
invoke lawyers in order to exercise that right.”

Amy Parsons, associate legal counsel for CSU, said the university “never has and never will” restrict
free speech.

Activity in the Lory Student Center Plaza, which on Wednesday included an anti-abortion group
displaying graphic pictures of aborted fetuses, is evidence of the university’s commitment to free
speech, Parsons said.

In a prepared statement distributed by SAFER, ACLU staff attorney Taylor Pendergast said the issue 
appeared to be resolved.

“The ACLU of Colorado is concerned with any restraint on free speech and especially restraint on
speech related to state ballot issues, which goes to the core of the First Amendment and Article II
Section 10 of the Colorado Constitution,” Pendergast stated.

“CSU should be commended for responding quickly and appropriately to resolve any
misunderstanding about the students’ right to post these flyers.”
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