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Let us be clear that while the content in question, a
message about radical Islam, might offend members of the
campus community, it is unquestionably protected
expression under the First Amendment. The principle of
freedom of speech does not exist to protect only

) - L ) |Exclusive
non-controversial speech; indeed, it exists precisely to PN site
protect speech that some members of a community may reporting =+
find controversial or “offensive.” The Supreme Court stated 'T'rf”

in Texas v. Johnson, 491 U.S. 397, 414 (1989) that “[i]f
there is a bedrock principle underlying the First
Amendment, it is that the government may not prohibit the
expression of an idea simply because society finds the idea
itself offensive or disagreeable.” Similarly, the Court wrote in
Papish v. Board of Curators of the University of Missouri,
410 U.S. 667, 670 (1973) that “the mere dissemination of
ideas—no matter how offensive to good taste—on a state
university campus may not be shut off in the name alone of
‘conventions of decency.”
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FamilySecurityMatters.org Contributing Editor Luke Sheahan is a writer
living in Philadelphia, PA.

If you are a reporter or producer who is interested in receiving more
information about this writer or this article, please email your request to
pr@familysecuritymatters.org.

Note -- The opinions expressed in this column are those of the author and
do not necessarily reflect the opinions, views, and/or philosophy of The
Family Security Foundation, Inc.
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First Amendment Center
Your first stop for information and news about the 1st Amendment.
www.firstamendmentcenter.org

Inside U Florida Law
U Florida Law student/alumni surveys: Vault Law School Surveys.
www.Vault.com/LawSchool

Muslim Moms' Cafe
The First Site for Muslim Moms! Talk, Care & Share--Let's Connect
www.muslimmomscafe.com

Christianity and Islam

2-Day Christian Conference covering Islam, media, culture, and
politics

www.CoralRidge.org/conference
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