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Civil liberties group cries foul on Northeastern'spolicies
Derek Hawkins

Issue date:6/6/07Section: News

The Foundation for Individual Rights in Educati¢iiRE), a non-profit organization that advocatescioi
liberties in academia, recently placed Northeasperits watch list and has argued that severalathi¢astern's
policies restrict free speech on campus.

In an op-ed published May 21 in the New York PBHRE berated the university for enforcing campusesi
codes that it said limit free expression othervgsstected by the First Amendment.
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FIRE's op-ed, authored by the organization, caheduniversity "the self-appointed arbiter of gdaste" and
cited a section of the Northeastern's Appropriate Bolicy (AUP) that prohibits the use of universicilities
to transmit material "which in the sole judgmentlod university is offensive.”

"Attention Northeastern students," the op-ed réBdfore you forward that e-mail to your friends yioad better
try to discern whether 'the university' might deéoffensive."

The AUP is a public document that contains rules guidelines for using university information syateand is
updated annually by the Information Services depant.

In addition to prohibiting the exchange of "offeresiviolent, pornographic, annoying or harassingtemal, the
policy also asserts the university's right to mandlectronic communications, including e-mailgtttake place
within university information systems.

Samantha Harris, FIRE's director of legal and puddivocacy, said the vagueness of the portioneoAthP
mentioned in the op-ed jeopardizes free speeclampus.

"Offensive' is a very broad, general term, soiit e very difficult for students to guess at wila¢ university
might find offensive," Harris said in an e-mail.dl&ge is supposed to be a 'marketplace of idaad,by
threatening to punish students for saying anyttoffgnsive' over e-mail, Northeastern is ‘chillittgg free
speech of its students and suppressing the frdeage of ideas."

Continued...

Pagel of 2 next >

Article Tools
Share:
e Facebook

e Blogger
e del.icio.us

e digg
e newsvine

Subscribe:

e My Yahoo!
e Google

Be the first to comment on this story

Name: (required
Email: (required
NOTE: Email address will not be published

Website:
Notify me of followup comments via e-malil

Type your comment below (html not allowed)

3o0f4 6/8/2007 1:47 PI



Keeping a watchful eye - News http://media.www.nu-news.com/media/storage/papere@s/2007/06/.

| am not posting spam.l understand posting spam or other comments teairaelated to this article will
cause my comment to be flagged for deletion andiplyscause my IP address to be permanently bafrosd
this server.

National College Advertising and Marketing
Privacy Policy Article Syndication RSS Terms of Use

© 2007Northeastern News

Powered byCollege Publisher

4 of 4 6/8/2007 1:47 PI



