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As dozens gathered Tuesday night in a University of Chicago lecture hall
to discuss the visceral and sometimes violent reaction to cartoon 
depictions of the Prophet Muhammad, Muslim students who had been 
invited decided to watch a movie across campus instead.

The three-man panel discussion, organized by the university's chapter of 
the Objectivist Club, mainly focused on the U.S. media's reluctance to 
reprint the cartoons, first published in Denmark in September.

Panelist Greg Lukianoff, president of the Foundation for Individual Rights
in Education, said the issue was simple: Journalists are afraid.

"There's a lot of dishonesty" in the media's explanation for not displaying 
the cartoons, he said. "Nobody has a right not to be offended."

There was little disagreement among the panelists, and the audience 
applauded after comments from Lukianoff and the other two participants, 
Yaron Brook, president of the Ayn Rand Institute, and Tom Flynn, editor of 
Free Inquiry magazine.

Discussion organizers said they invited Muslim students, activists and 
faculty to participate, but they all declined. The Muslim Student 
Organization arranged a showing of the Palestinian film "Paradise Now," 
which is about suicide bombers, in another building at the same time as 
the panel's talk. The group's leaders repeatedly declined to comment 
Tuesday night.

About 60 people attended the discussion in the Kent Chemical Laboratory 
building's lecture hall. U. of C. spokeswoman Julia Morse estimated that 
about half the attendees were students.

Enlarged pictures of the cartoons that triggered riots and deaths in Nigeria, 
Libya, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Kenya, Somalia and Lebanon were mounted 
on easels behind the speakers. The display included photos of angry 
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Muslims with signs showing violent slogans.

One of the cartoons depicts the Prophet Muhammad wearing a turban 
shaped like a bomb.

Brook suggested that U.S. media were right to be afraid of publishing the 
cartoons because there are violent strains of Islam in the United States, as 
there are worldwide.

Flynn disagreed, saying that the unique freedoms and social makeup of 
the United States precluded any violent outburst over the cartoons, such 
as seen elsewhere.

"I think the American-Muslim community is dealing with this in a mature 
way," Flynn said.

Muslims in the U.S. condemned the cartoons in peaceful protests as 
offensive and sacrilegious and also denounced the violent response as 
contrary to the religion. The Council on American-Islamic Relations in 
Washington responded by using the negative incident as an opportunity to 
educate others about the Islamic faith and launched an education 
campaign on Prophet Muhammad's life.

The panel also addressed the motive behind the violent protests.

"The whole point of the demonstrations ... is to impose [strict Muslim] law 
on us," Brook said, calling it a continuation of the war against the West that 
started with the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001.

The idea for a panel discussion on the controversial cartoons came from a 
university student group known as the Objectivist Club, which supports the 
ideas of novelist and philosopher Ayn Rand. According to the Ayn Rand 
Institute in Irvine, Calif., there are more than 70 Objectivist Clubs on 
college campuses throughout the nation.

Rebecca Knapp, a senior at the University of Chicago and vice president 
of the campus Objectivist Club, said students had been discussing the 
cartoons and waiting for U.S. media to respond or publish the caricatures.

----------

gxdoyle@tribune.com

maramirez@tribune.com

Copyright © 2006, Chicago Tribune



U.S. media response to cartoons skewered | Chicago Tribune http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/chicago/chi-0604260032apr...

3 of 3 5/3/2006 3:24 PM

Site index

News
• Local news
• Nation/world news
• Opinion
• Columnists
• Special reports
• Obituaries
• Health
• Education
• Weather
• Traffic
• Multimedia

Business
• Your money
• Stocks
• The Digital Page
• What's ahead
• Business tech
• Technology
• Wireless/ Networking
• Columnists

Sports
• Bears
• Bulls
• Blackhawks
• Cubs
• White Sox
• Colleges
• High school
• Golf
• Soccer
• Columnists

Travel
• Flight tracker
• Travel deals
• Fall colors
• Midwest getaways
• Follow the sun
• Skiing 2005-06
• Cruising 2005-06
• National Parks
• Resourceful traveler
• 10 for the road
• GeoQuiz

Entertainment
• Arts
• Critics' reviews
• Dining
• Food
• Horoscope
• Leisure
• Lottery
• Movies
• Music
• Theater
• Shopping
• Television

Today's paper
• In the community
• Registration
• Subscription
• Contact us
• Send a news tip
• What's in it for you?

metromix.com |  ChicagoSports.com |  Subscriber Advantage  |  Site tour |  Privacy Policy |  Terms of Service

Local Tribune sites:  Chicago Magazine  |  CLTV  |  Hoy Chicago  |  RedEye  |  Satisfaction Magazine  |  WGN Radio  |  W

Daywatch
The day's top stories e-mailed to you 
each weekday.

The Info Desk
Exclusive access to Tribune experts 
for help with homework or research

365 Day Archive
A free archive search of a year's worth 
of Chicago Tribune stories.

The Entertainment Expert
Advice for making the most of a 
special night out.

This month's
Take a look ba
resulted in the
Series! Watch
stories that ap
Tribune 100 y

Ads by Google

John Galt Gifts
Great Gifts for Proud Producers and Capitalists Everywhere!
www.JohnGaltGifts.com

Former Muslim Speaks Out
Man raised as Muslim now sees Jesus in a different light.
www.EveryStudent.com

Meet Single Muslims
Create your Free Profile Today Pictures, Video Chat, Free Contact
www.kamaconnection.com

Islam Forum - Why Islam?
Forum for Discussions about Islam and Muslims
whyislam.org/forum

Dr. Seuss meets Ayn Rand.
In favor of free markets? Buy this beautiful illustrated book
www.oakleafpublishing.biz


