
4 www.northwestern.edu/studentaffairs

Co
m

m
un

ity
 a

t N
or

th
w

es
te

rn

THE COMMUNITY AT 
NORTHWESTERN
One goal of a university education is to 
help you develop as a unique individual—
to be educated as a whole person, intel-
lectually, emotionally, socially, ethically, 
and spiritually. Your development and 
learning as an individual occur, in part, 
when you engage in relationships with 
others and in activities that optimally 
challenge you. To enhance your growth 
and learning, become actively involved in 
the life of the Northwestern community. 
Engage your fellow students, faculty, staff, 
and Northwestern’s various communities of 
interests and form relationships that both 
challenge and support your growth.

Your journey of individual develop-
ment does not occur in isolation; it takes 
place within a dynamic learning commu-
nity. As a large, complex, and diverse insti-
tution, Northwestern attempts to balance 
its needs—to foster freedom for individual 
growth, to support its various communities 
of interests, and to fulfill its broader teach-
ing and research mission. What principles 
should guide our mutual efforts to meet 
the diverse needs within our learning 
community? A group of students presented 
these statements, as a work in progress for 
further discussion and study, and for your 
thoughtful consideration as a member of 
the Northwestern community. 

Statement of Community  
Principles and Values3

A university is an educationally purposeful 
community, a place where faculty and 
students share academic goals and work 
together to strengthen teaching and learn-
ing on campus.

unwavering.

excellence is the cornerstone.

A university is an open community, a place 
where civility is powerfully affirmed and 
where freedom of expression is uncompro-
misingly protected.

behaviors.

to build a stronger sense of campus 
community.

responsibility to the community.

A university is a just community, a place 
where the sanctity of the person is honored  
and where diversity is aggressively pursued.

-
spectives are respected.

community relations.

making.

A university is a disciplined community, a 
place where individuals accept their obli-
gations to others and where well-defined 
governance procedures guide behavior for 
the common good.

others is the norm.
-

edged in respectful discourse.

A university is a caring community, a place 
where the well-being of each member is 
sensitively supported and where service to 
others is encouraged.

 
negotiable value.

-
dation for empathy, compassion, and 
understanding others.

service to others are extended to all 
members of the community.

3 Ernest Boyer (1990), Campus Life: In Search 
of Community. San Francisco: Jossey Bass.
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Rights and Responsibilities

being is cultivated in academic and 
extracurricular life.

A university is a celebrative community, 
one in which the heritage of the institu-
tion is remembered and where rituals 
affirming both tradition and change are 
widely shared.

-
tions of the past are honored.

-
tices are affirmed.

are accepted.

RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
OF THE NORTHWESTERN 
COMMUNITY
Becoming a member of the Northwestern 
University community is an honor, a 
privilege that carries with it prestige and 
respect. The University affords students 
a number of rights that are fundamental 
to membership in our shared community. 
But along with these privileges and rights, 
membership also requires students to meet 
and uphold community standards.

western community requires a student 
to continuously comply with rules and 
regulations governing students’ academic 
progress, social interactions, and personal 
behavior. As stated in one of the policies 

 
a privilege earned by meeting standards of 
academic performance and adherence to 

University-enacted rules and regula-
tions are found in several sources, includ-
ing but not limited to the Under graduate 
Catalog, the Graduate School Bulletin, 
the undergraduate and graduate housing 
bulletins, the residence hall contract, the 
Univer sity’s website, notices disseminated 
from time to time by the University or 
its schools and departments, and—of 
course—this Student Handbook. 

The exercise of individual rights by 
students and other members of the North-
western community may not abridge the 
following rights, subject, in appropriate 
circumstances, to the University’s right  
to take actions to protect the health and 
safety of the University community and  
its members, guests, and visitors.
1. The right of a faculty or staff member to  

exclude from a classroom or other Uni-
versity premises, during the progress of a  
class or other University-sponsored pro-
gram or activity, persons not enrolled in 
the class or other unauthorized persons.


