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Code of Conduct and Discipline Process
Fitchburg State University expects its students to act in a mature and responsible 
manner. Respect for the rights of others, openness to new and challenging ideas, 
civility and courtesy are examples of this expectation. The Student Discipline Process 
has been established to address alleged violations of the Student Code of Conduct.

Academic Integrity Policy
Every member of the University community is expected to maintain the highest 
standards of academic integrity. A student shall not submit work that is falsified 
or is not the result of the student’s own effort. A student who is in doubt regarding 
standards of academic integrity in a course or assignment should consult the faculty 
member responsible for that course or assignment before submitting the work. A 
student’s lack of understanding of the academic integrity policy is not a valid defense 
to a charge of academic dishonesty.

A student’s name on any written or creative exercise (e.g., examination, report, 
thesis, theme, laboratory report, computer program, artistic production, etc.), or 
in association with an oral presentation, declares that the work is the result of that 
student’s own thought and study. Any work that the student declares as his or her 
own shall be stated in the student’s own words and produced without the assistance 
of others. Students must make clear through accurate citations when they make use 
of other sources. Talking during an examination, or possession or use of unauthorized 
materials or equipment during an examination constitutes an infringement of the 
academic integrity policy. Aiding and abetting academic dishonesty also constitutes a 
violation of the academic integrity policy. 

Unless permission is received in advance from the faculty member in charge of the 
course involved, a student may not submit, in identical or similar form, work for one 
course that has been used to fulfill any academic requirement in another course at 
Fitchburg State University or any other institution. A student who perceives the 
possibility of overlapping assignments in courses should consult with the appropriate 
faculty members before presuming that a single effort will fulfill requirements of both 
courses. Students should consult course syllabi for additional guidance on matters of 
academic integrity.

When an alleged offense of the Academic Integrity Policy has occurred,  
the following process will apply:
1. If the accuser is a faculty member, and s/he decides to make a formal 

accusation of a violation of the academic integrity policy, the faculty member 
will provide the student with a letter describing the case for academic 
dishonesty within fourteen days of discovering the alleged infringement. This 
letter may be presented to the student in person or delivered to the student’s 
home, local or campus address or mailbox, or Fitchburg State University email 
account. The student will either a) agree with the accusation of academic 


