dailypennsylvanian.com - Publicize conduct cases

1of2

http://www.dailypennsylvanian.com/vnews/display.v/ART/4393f8a8043e2

Eweather
- z a3 @D
dailypennsylvanian.com cw:
[ ] 19° Monday Tuesday Wednesday
the web site of the independent student newspaper of the university of pennsylvania 27°/34° 20°/35° 20°/34°
Monday. Dec. 5, 2005 \ Isearch © pp © Google | Advanced Search

Front Page . -
News @ ......... wlcom
A RELIGION WITH
Sports click here for details vACANCIES a frace of the
Opinion Devine ot Penn
Perspective w k fﬂ d
- . ar I dp.com
Page Two staffeditorial
Classifieds | g li |
Archives columnistapplication
.. Apply to be a DP _columnist
campus Links»| PUDIlICIZe conduct cases for the Spring semester
City Links »| December 5, 2005 campusevents
Dining Guide . .
s The controversy surrounding photos taken of a couple apparently having sex | Next event:
Movie Times | i 3 high rise window has put a spotlight on the Office of Student Conduct. —II_—OdaIyAattﬁ:ooEp.T'
The attention has shown just how much of a problem the way the University's | cjopal social
Contact Us | gjsciplinary arm conducts its business has become. Responsibility David
Letters Schwerin will present
About Us| The main problem with the OSC is the lack of transparency in the office's

Subscription

operations. This became obvious when the office charged an Engineering
junior with violating the University's Code of Student Conduct for publishing

More events | Add your
event

Advertising| “yhotos online of the couple then dropped the charges. _
DP Alumni . - -
Help| Maybe they had a change of heart. Or, more likely, the national media 'LEuy PI‘IIthEIS.: b2
attention was enough of an incentive. A e
diningguide
Front Page: How many more cases are there like this?

Tpe Tharilyy Peremogglimsian
B

B aguensarr sk
st Ehrly fowr

high che pair

Sports Front:

Sign up for our
mailing lists

In the 2001-02 school year, the OSC pursued 91 conduct-related disciplinary
cases. There could be dozens of cases, similar to the photography incident,
where students were being unfairly charged.

Do not think that most of the incidents were related to alcohol either; only 21
of them did.

The only information provided about these cases is that 23 incidents involved
"disorderly conduct” and 31 cited "computer misuse or piracy." Making
matters worse, the OSC has not made new statistics publicly available since
2002.

These cases are translating vague policies -- such as the prohibition of
"harrassing communications" -- into action. Unless the public can actually see
this happen, no one will have an idea of how the policies apply to real life.

The OSC's role is to decide if students are guilty of misconduct, and they
should make the University community aware of the results of the
proceedings. In the interest of student privacy, they can withhold names. But
they shouldn't allow another incident like this to go under the radar.

Informing the public would make the OSC's actions more fair and
accountable, and hopefully avoid another black eye for the University.
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