
NOTES 
Meeting between Dr. Theresa A. Powell, Vice President for Student Affairs  

and Mr. Alvaro Watson, senior and founder of TU Purpose 
4/27/2010 

 
Summary of Meeting: 
 
The goal of the meeting:  To further develop the relationship between Student Affairs and the 
student organization TU Purpose, as well as outline and clarify reservation issues pertaining to 
the organization’s events during academic year 2009 – 2010.  The goal of Mr. Alvaro Watson, 
president of TU Purpose, was to discuss the SCO policy under which Mr. Jason Levy, Student 
Center Director, placed TU Purpose on “probation.” 
 
The origin and mission of TU Purpose: 
TU Purpose was founded in spring 2009 by Mr. Alvaro Watson, a senior in the College of Health 
Professions and Social Work (Social Work major).  Mr. Watson discussed that the mission of TU 
Purpose is to gain universal understanding of others and to stamp out ignorance (by learning 
about our differences but, more importantly, our similarities).  The organization, which is 
registered with Student Activities, is neither politically nor religiously affiliated.   
 
Mr. Watson reports that TU Purpose has sponsored five events on campus during academic year 
2009-2010, and he described briefly an all-inclusive event he's considering for the fall. 
 
Outline of issues: 
Mr. Watson outlined his perceptions of the relationships between TU Purpose and Student 
Center Operations staff, Student Activities staff, and with other individual students and student 
organizations.  He relayed concerns with communication difficulties and misunderstandings.  He 
raised specific concerns about what he perceived as unprofessional relationships on Facebook 
between Maureen Fisher (Student Activities Program coordinator) and leaders of other student 
organizations.  He argued that as it is unprofessional and frowned upon for staff, like professors, 
to have relationships with students outside the classroom that are too personal, it seems 
inappropriate for Fisher to have personal relationships with the leaders of student organizations 
that seem to privilege one group over another. Specifically, he referred to the leaders of the 
Temple Muslim Student Association (MSA). He expressed that this was of particular concern to 
him considering the snowballing reactions after TU Purpose’s October, 20th (2009) event 
hosting Mr. Geert Wilders. Watson expressed that Fisher’s Facebook relationship with the 
leaders of the MSA discouraged him from fully trusting Maureen Fisher and Student Activities.    
 
Watson added that he thought Fisher had engaged in other inappropriate and questionable actions 
that included Temple Student Government (TSG) Allocations.  TSG Allocations and Student 
Activities are supposed to be separate entities. Yet, when Watson was personally working with 
the TSG allocations chair to see if she could help him regain some of the money he had spent out 
of pocket, she reportedly said to him, “Let me check my mail to see how much Maureen said I 
can give to you.” A few days later, Watson said, he emailed Fisher to follow up, but she 
explained to him that she has nothing to do with that process.  Watson explained to her that the 
TSG Allocations chair was the person who herself indicated to Watson that Fisher had 



everything—if not the last word—to do with a decision that is supposed to be made only by TSG 
Allocations. According to Watson, Fisher never replied to this email, nor did she address his 
inquiry as to what Watson’s next step should be with possibly regaining his money. 
 
At this time, the most pressing concern pertains to an attempted scheduling in February of an 
event on April 15 in which TU Purpose marked “VIP” on the room scheduling request form but 
did not indicate the name of the event speaker.  This led to what Mr. Levy called a series of 
failed communication attempts by both TU Purpose members and Student Center Operations 
staff, which resulted in TU Purpose being put on probation by Student Center Operations for 
failure to comply with event registration policies. Watson, however, expressed his view that Mr. 
Levy incorrectly stated that Student Activities or SCO had tried to contact TU Purpose. Dr. 
Powell replied that, perhaps, Mr. Levy was referring to some other communication failures. 
Watson told Dr. Powell that Mr. Levy clearly states in his email that the communication failures 
to which he refers are ones supposedly made directly to TU Purpose and which allegedly were 
not returned. Watson elaborated, saying that none of the leaders on the TU Purpose e-Board were 
contacted through emails, phone, or text. He added that if SCO really were trying to reach us, the 
next point of contact is TU Purpose’s Adviser, whose contact information Watson had provided 
in late February or early March of 2009, since it is required as part of the application process for 
starting an organization. 
 
Clarification regarding “VIP” status 
Whenever a student organization marks “VIP” status on an event registration form, the form is 
immediately forwarded to Campus Safety Services. Campus Safety then determines if there is a 
need for security, and if so, to what extent. This is not a task for Student Center Operations.  For 
the event on April 15, TU Purpose submitted a reservation form that had a “VIP” notification on 
it, but they did not provide the name of the speaker.  Before the registration form is forwarded to 
Campus Security, it is reviewed by Alicia Ferguson with Student Reservations.  This was the 
case with the planning meeting Watson initiated for the Confederation of Iranian Students event 
that was held the day immediately after the FIRE presentation by Mr. Greg Lukianoff, FIRE 
President. At the meeting with Ferguson about the Lukianoff event, she never brought up any 
concern about any missing information.   
 
Moving forward: 
Dr. Powell would like to repair the relationship between Student Affairs departments and the TU 
Purpose student organization.  Dr. Powell has made it clear that she is in full support of the TU 
Purpose efforts and activities.  She feels that TU Purpose is bringing a unique perspective to the 
campus, which is commendable.   
 
Student Center Operations is reviewing its procedures and practices to identify areas for 
improvement.  Dr. Powell asks for some time to facilitate a solution or a better process with a 
deadline of the beginning of fall semester 2010. 
 
Moving forward, Dr. Powell would like to be considered a primary contact for TU Purpose. 
However, she would like TU Purpose to work with Associate Vice Presidents Michael Scales 
and Stephanie Ives if TU Purpose encounters problems. She would like to be updated as 
necessary.  



 
Watson said to Dr. Powell that The Temple News had told him that Mr. Ray Betzner, Office of 
University Communications, had told the newspaper that TU Purpose was no longer on 
probation. Watson thus asked if it was true that TU Purpose had been taken off of probation.  Dr. 
Powell replied that TU Purpose was not on probation, but rather a scheduling restriction. After 
several times of Watson asking, “So we were never on probation,” with Dr. Powell not 
answering yes or no, she said, “No, TU Purpose was never on probation.”  Watson asked then 
why it was that Mr. Levy said TU P was on probation. Dr. Powell replied that the word 
“probation” can be interpreted in many ways, and that the way in which Mr. Levy used the word 
was not the way Watson interpreted it. Dr. Powell stated that such a scheduling restriction is 
developmental in nature, to increase procedural awareness and contribute to program success. 
The intention is primarily educational, rather than disciplinary. In order for any student 
organization to alleviate the scheduling restriction, a student leader from the organization must 
meet with the appropriate staff member in Student Center Operations to review reservation 
policies and procedures in order to prevent future errors. The fact that Mr. Levy’s “probation” 
email only promised a scheduling restriction if there were a future failure to follow procedures 
was not discussed.   
 
Dr. Powell stated that her desire is for all programs to be run as well as possible.  This includes 
full support from her staff regarding the assistance in reserving space and having other 
appropriate issues addressed. 
 
Dr. Powell iterated that she wants all student organizations treated equitably. She stated she 
wants this process to be understood, with the goal of easing the process for all student 
organizations.  
 
Watson expressed to Dr. Powell that as the founder of such an inclusive organization, he hopes 
that Student Affairs could do something to help repair the damage to TU Purpose’s image, as a 
result of lack of protection by Student Activities.  Dr. Powell said that what can be done is for 
Watson to move forward with the confidence that she is honest and genuinely willing to help TU 
Purpose in the future.  Watson expressed trust in Dr. Powell but not those under her. 
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