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College GOP Group Derecognized for
Anti-PC Stunt

Payton Hoegh

Correspondent

(CNSNews.com) - The student senate at a Rhodealislalitege has drawn fire for
disbanding the school's Republican group aftegtbap refused to apologize for a
satirical stunt designed to highlight political cmtness on American campuses.

The College Republicans at the University of Rhistend (URI) established a satirical
scholarship to ridicule the notion of scholarstpsed on race, gender or nationality.

It offered a $100 grant to a student who was wihiggerosexual, American and male.

In the application, applicants were asked, "In dM@@ds or less, what does being a
white heterosexual American male mean to you? vkite heterosexual American
male, what adversities have you had to deal withamercome?"

If you had Spider-Man's powers, what would
you do?

C Keep it a secret ( Fight crime

(" I'm not sure

Unamused, the senate's Student Organizations Aghasal Review Committee
(SOARC) accused the group of breaking the schantisdiscrimination bylaws.
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The committee then prohibited the group from awagdis "scholarship” and
demanded that it publish an apology in the schapkp. University officials and the
Foundation for Individual Rights in Education (FIREiticized the attempt to force an

apology.

URI President Robert Carothers informed membetea&enate that they overstepped
their powers, but despite his admonition SOARC ddiewnday to derecognize the
College Republicans for failure to comply.

"We're clearly upset... there will no longer beoéce on campus to challenge the leftist
status quo that has become the commonplace," URddgedRepublicans President
Ryan Bilodeau told Cybercast News Service.

"The [university] president agrees with us, andRivst Amendment confirms that any
punishment given to us which compels speech upas wsconstitutional,” he said.

"Nonetheless, the rogue student senate SOARC coeentis decided to go against
both President Carothers and the First Amendmeiirsirntelling us we need to
apologize ... and most recently in derecognizingj lus added.

Bilodeau said the scholarship was meant to beitdgabistatement on "the absurdity in
giving scholarships on the basis of the color af'siskin, sexual preference, etc.”

He said he found it ironic that when he ran intodflzers after the decision was made,
he found the school president was on his way ttaekBScholars Award Night.

"[This] summarizes and symbolizes everything teationg with the American
university. When conservatives try to come to #i#d of the free marketplace of
ideas, it comes at a heavy price," Bilodeau said.

"The mandatory apology is an attempt to force tbbe@e Republicans to publicly
deny beliefs that they hold deeply - a clear violabf the College Republicans' First
Amendment Rights,"” said Tara Sweeney of FIRE.

"The student senate seems unwilling to recogniyeaathority higher than its own,
and that presents a real problem not only for tbkeGe Republicans, but for any
student organization over which the committee vaeldntrol,” she told Cybercast
News Service.

FIRE is now calling on Carothers to overturn theisien, saying in a letter to the
university president that "URI administrators havegal duty to step in where the
student senate has failed and to check its attertpample upon students' most basic
freedom of conscience."

The president of the student senate, the chaiO#RC, and Carothers did not
respond to multiple invitations to comment on Westtey and Thursday.

Make media inquiries or request an interview albistarticle.
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E-mail a comment or news tip to Payton Hoegh

Recently On News
° o
. C_urtqiling Campus Crime Reb_ecca_HageIin
Imﬁghtmg Terror Takes Pro-Active Military ApproadBxperts Say-
* Kevin Mooney
¢ Independent Investigative Body Needed in Congi€etics Say--
Fred Lucas
e Oliver Stone Joins MoveOn for TV Project Criticdllaq War-- Randy Hall
e Taliban Terrorizing Afghan Civilians, Rights Gro&ays-- Monisha Bansal
e Archives

Most Recent User Comments
Be the first to comment on this article!

Sign up to post your comments

It's quick and easy to register with Crosswalk.cdmst fill out the short form below.
You'll have the oppurtunity to post comments, aadrore involved in our community
and forums. Plus, with this one account, you cgn 81 anywhere in our network of
sites displaying the Salem All-Pass logo, includbrgeplace.com, Christianity.com,
Lightsource.com, Crosscards.com, and more!

Required fields marked with

Username |
Password |
Confirm Password |
Zip / Postal Codé |

First Name* |
Last Name* |
E-mail Address |

Already have an account?

e Usernamgq
* Passwor(

° Login|

Customer Support

\ | SALEM
Forgot passwor =

SIGH UP

Terms of Usé Privacy Policy

30of3 4/20/2007 1:56 P!



