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Intervarsity Statement 

  
Statement by Dr. Emmet A. Dennis 
Vice President for Student Affairs

Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey
Re: InterVarsity Christian Fellowship lawsuit

January 13, 2003 

Press coverage based on a recently filed lawsuit contends that Rutgers has 
banned a religious group from campus and that we deny students the opportunity 
to freely choose the leaders of their student groups. Both allegations are 
incorrect. 

Rutgers has not banned the InterVarsity Christian Fellowship, a national 
religious organization, from our campus, nor have we stopped a Rutgers student 
group named InterVarsity Multi-Ethnic Christian Fellowship from using campus 
facilities. You might be interested to know that Rutgers is home to over 350 
registered student organizations, including more than 21 student groups with 
religious interests. Rutgers also hosts over 33 campus ministries, which are 
independent religious organizations that are typically branches of a national 
church and therefore receive no direct funding from the university and are not 
subject to university restrictions or conditions. The InterVarsity Christian 
Fellowship has three campus ministries at Rutgers. 

Recognized student groups are part of Rutgers and often receive direct financial 
support from mandatory fees collected from each Rutgers student. To be eligible 
for this support, the University requires that these groups be open to all students 
and that any active member be eligible for election to office. This is consistent 
not only with state and federal anti-discrimination laws, but also with the broad 
purpose of student organizations, which is to provide enhanced educational, 
citizenship and leadership opportunities. 

Charges that the university policy forces student groups to accept elected 
officers who do not share the best interests of the group are groundless. In fact, 
student organizations have myriad mechanisms to ensure that their leaders 
reflect their goals and ideals. These include the use of nominating committees; 
broad discretion in defining who is sufficiently active to run for office; vetting 
candidates as to their views and goals; and retention of the power to recall 
officers who fraudulently win election by misrepresenting their views. When 
voting, any member is free to take into account his or her own views, religious 
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or otherwise, as well as those of the candidates. The national religious 
organization is claiming that it should be able to veto the leadership elected by 
the student group and, until this issue can be resolved, Rutgers has suspended 
the distribution of student fees to the Rutgers student group. 

It should be noted that no student organization at Rutgers has ever complained 
of the subversion of leadership and organizational purpose apparently feared by 
the national religious organization. Indeed, at no time has InterVarsity Christian 
Fellowship ever expressed any dissatisfaction with any of the officers elected by 
the recognized student organization at Rutgers. 

Rutgers particularly regrets that its students have been caught in the middle of a 
theoretical dispute not of their making and that inaccurate and misleading 
information has been circulated regarding this matter. I hope that I have clarified 
any misconceptions and provided you with assurances that Rutgers is committed 
to the integrity of its recognized student groups and that it values the role of 
these groups in the educational experience. 
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