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Columbia University, formerly famous for its academics, will now be infamous for its
"free speech" crisis. A recent documentary, "Columbia Unbecoming," has cried foul on
the university's Middle Eastern and Asian Languages and Cultures department. The
film alleges that the department's faculty is systematically silencing pro-Israeli students,
thus limiting or outright expunging their academic freedom to dissent.

According to the Columbia Spectator, two civil rights groups, the New York Civil
Liberties Union (NYCLU) and the Foundation for Individual Rights in Education (FIRE)
have joined the debate. The NYCLU has zealously protected the faculty's actions, while
FIRE has supported the students' right to dissent in the classroom. According to Fox
News, FIRE has claimed that NYCLU is blatantly biased in favor of the faculty,
especially in the statement, "students have the right to express their own views, (but) it
is not, except at the invitation of the professor, an open forum for students to express
any views they wish at any time."

NYCLU has obviously lost sight of the real victim in this case: free discourse in the
classroom. Many students here at Texas A&M may not understand the need for free
speech in class. In an engineering or veterinary course, free speech may be of little
use; however, in courses that focus not on technical knowledge but subjective thinking,
the students must be allowed to voice their own opinions. Free discourse is essential to
a free exchange of ideas. After all, isn't the call for more diversity in the classroom
about ensuring multiple points of view for the free exchange of ideas?

FIRE president David French explained that neither students nor professors "can
expect their views will be unchallenged. It's a give and take." The classroom isn't a
place for students to blurt out whatever they please, but it needs to be someplace
where an honest discussion can occur. What would be the value of most of the
courses in A&M's College of Liberal Arts if students were not only allowed, but also
encouraged to develop their own opinions on a subject? Students shouldn't be forced
to take information as it comes: It is essential that they are allowed to debate the
meaning of events or ideas so that this great nation isn't reduced to a single point of
view, a point succinctly stated in the motto "E Pluribus Unum," or "Out of many, one."
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