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CU bake sale targets affirmative action

By Marcos Mocine-McQueen

Denver Post Staff Writer

BOULDER - A student bake sale at the University of
Colorado hastriggered a debate over affirmative action

and free speech.

All over the price of acookie.

The College Republicans are holding an affirmative-
action bake sale today. Under origina plans, students
were to be charged based on their ethnicity and gender.

"Our contention is that affirmative action (in college
admissions) is highly offensive, and we're only hoping

to parody that," said Antonia Gaona, 22, president of the
Equal Opportunity Alliance.

The bake sale prices originally would have worked like

this: White and Asian students would have been charged
$1 per cookie; Hispanics, 50 cents; blacks, 25 cents; and

"other" minority groups would have received a cookie

for free.

But when the school learned of the price structure,
officials cried foul, saying the bake sale could not go
forward, citing federal and state law.

Advertisement

"The problem was the differential pricing," said Pauline
Hale, a spokeswoman for the university. "Charging
students different prices based on ethnicity and gender
violated a number of laws, namely the Civil Rights Act
of 1964, state statute and university rules."

The College Republicans prepared to challenge the
university's decision in federal court, claiming their free

speech rights were being violated. That effort cameto an

end when the group and school reached a compromise.

The bake sale will go on, but the College Republicans
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