
 

 
Charges Dropped Against Student Who Protested Recruiting Effort  
Updated: Monday, Nov. 14, 2005 - 4:11 PM  

FAIRFAX, Va. - Prosecutors dropped charges Monday against a George Mason University student and Air Force veteran who 
was arrested for protesting a military recruiter's visit to campus in September. 

Fairfax County prosecutors did not explain why they dropped the trespassing and disorderly conduct charges against Tariq 
Khan, 27, a junior sociology major.  

But GMU officials previously had said they did not want the county to pursue the charges.  

While Khan said he was pleased that the charges were dropped, he believes he is owed apologies from the university and its 
police force for arresting him without cause.  

He said school officials who have met with him "are acting like they are doing me a favor" by dropping their pursuit of the 
charges.  

"They won't admit to doing anything wrong," Khan said after his appearance in General District Court, where he was 
represented by the American Civil Liberties Union. "They stomped all over my civil rights."  

On the day of the arrest, Khan said he had been standing next to a recruiter's table, holding signs and passing out fliers, when 
some students verbally attacked him and tore up his signs.  

When GMU police arrived, he said they turned against him and allowed the students to physically assault him during the 
arrest. He said the students held him down while officers handcuffed him.  

While he was cuffed, Khan said, an arresting officer pointed a can of pepper spray at his face.  

Since his arrest and the ensuing publicity, Khan said other students have joined him in "counter-recruiting" efforts to protest 
military recruitment on campus.  

He believes the protest effort has kept recruiters from showing up at scheduled campus appearances in recent months.  

"The recruiters haven't been back in campus," Khan said. "That itself almost makes it all worthwhile."  

Khan, who served in South Korea and was honorably discharged from the Air Force in 2000, said recruiters give students a 
false impression of military life and the military's mission.  

He said he made bombs while serving in South Korea. "When I found out the types of things they were doing with these 
bombs, I wasn't very happy about it," he said.  

Khan cited U.S. bombing strikes in Iraq in the 1990s and the military campaign in Kosovo as some of the unjust actions he 
perceived during his military service.  

"Those are the kinds of things military recruiters won't tell you," he said.  

University officials promised to review police procedures following Khan's arrest. A GMU representative did not immediately 
return two telephone messages Monday.  
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