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The College of Wooster community assumes the honesty, integrity, and respon-sibility of its students in all areas of 
academic and social life. A Code of Academic Integrity shall provide the definition and operational structure for the 
area of academic honor and a College Code of Social Responsibility shall provide in a similar way for the area of 
social honor. Adherence to these Codes shall be considered an understood prerequisite for acceptance to and 
continuance in the College. 

The student who chooses to attend Wooster indicates, by being present, acceptance of personal responsibilties under 
the Code of Academic Integrity and the Code of Social Responsibility and agrees to abide by and conform to the 
rules and regulations of The College of Wooster and the obligations imposed by the Codes. 

Code of Academic Integrity

Preamble
The academic program at The College of Wooster seeks to promote the intellectual development of each student and 
the realization of that individual's potential for creative thinking, learning, and understanding. In achieving this goal, 
each student must learn to use his/her mind rigorously, imaginatively, and independently. 

An atmosphere in which each student does his/her own work, except under circumstances in which the instructor 
indicates that additional aid is legitimate and profitable, is necessary for genuine academic mastery. This implies 
that it is each student's responsibility neither to seek nor to use aid, but to utilize his/her own mind, talent, and inner 
resources to the fullest extent possible. It also places on each student an obligation not to offer or make available 
unauthorized sources of aid to other students, knowing that such aid is detrimental to those students and to the 
College community. Finally, each student must be responsible for the maintenance of an atmosphere of academic 
integrity by confronting violators or reporting any actions that violate its principles, since such violations ultimately 
harm all members of the community. These principles merely carry out the general purpose of the College to be a 
community in which the members find it right and necessary to promote the fullest learning by everyone. In other 
words, a violation of the Code of Academic Integrity conflicts with the values, work and purpose of the entire 
College community and is not merely a private matter between an individual faculty member and a student. 

Section I. Principles 

Under the Code of Academic Integrity, a student will not: 

A. give, offer, or receive aid other than that specifically allowed by the professor on any course work or 
examination;
B. knowingly represent the work of others, including materials from electronic sources, as his/her own; (This 
includes, but is not limited to, plagiarism, a brief definition of which appears in Appendix II to this Code.)
C. falsify data;
D. submit an assignment produced for a course to a second course without the authorization of all the 
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instructors involved;
E. deny other students access to necessary documents/materials by stealing, misplacing or destroying those 
materials;
F. giving false reason to a faculty member or Dean when requesting an exam change or an extension on a 
paper/project;
G. violate the spirit of the Code expressed in the Preamble. 

Section II. Violation and Enforcement 

Each student and member of the faculty bears an individual responsibility to maintain the highest standards of 
intellectual honesty. Such responsibility requires that each individual confront the problem of academic dishonesty 
personally when it comes to his/her attention. 

A. A student shall choose one of the following methods in dealing with the problems. 

Either

l. The student may confront the individual whose honesty is in question and inform him/her of the knowledge 
of the situation. As a result of this confrontation, the student shall proceed within five days to: 

a. decide that the confrontation confirmed the innocence of the other party; or
b. consult with a member of the faculty, the College Physician, the consulting psychologist, or a 
Dean; and/or
c. submit the case to the third level of the Judicial System, which shall decide the outcome of the case 
and the penalty, if any. 

Or

2. If a student feels incapable of dealing directly with a case of academic dishonesty, he/she should inform 
the professor that a violation of the Code has occurred, without mentioning the names of the individual(s) 
involved. 

B. A faculty member initially involved in a case of suspected violation of the Code of Academic Integrity shall 
exercise one of the options listed in Section II. A; or, after consultation with the offending student, the faculty 
member may adjust the offending student's grade to correspond with the student's act of academic dishonesty. If a 
faculty member does not believe he/she can make a decision, he/she may refer the case to the third level of the 
Judicial system for adjudication. 

If a violation of the Code is observed and proved and if the faculty mem-ber, in accordance with the Code, plans to 
penalize the student by an adjustment of grade, he/she should inform a Dean prior to making a decision. The Dean is 
authorized to give information as to whether this student has been found guilty of previous violations of the Code. 
This information will be used by the faculty member and/or third level of the Judicial System in determining the 
severity of the penalty to be assessed. In the case of repeated violations, charges may be forwarded to the third level 
of the Judicial System by the Deans in addition to the penalty imposed by the faculty member(s) and could result in 
suspension or expulsion from the College. 

All cases of academic dishonesty shall be reported to a Dean. The decision and the penalty shall become a part of 
one's personnel records. That information will then be destroyed at the student's graduation. In those cases 
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adjudicated in a formal hearing before The College Judicial System, those Judicial records are maintained in the 
Dean of Students Office for seven years beyond graduation or withdrawal for any reason prior to graduation. 

Further, each faculty member shall develop and maintain an academic atmosphere conducive to academic integrity. 
Every faculty member is expected to inform the students in each course of regulations that apply to academic 
integrity in work for the course and make clear to what extent he/she will accept prior work, papers submitted for 
another course, collaborative effort, and the exchange or use of information. 

C. In all cases involving allegations of academic dishonesty, the accuser shall take upon him/herself the full 
responsibility for a malicious accusation. The accuser is here defined as the one who takes official action based on 
personally obtained information on the violation of the Code. 

Section III. Administration 

The Judicial System* established by the Campus Council shall be used to adjudicate cases of alleged dishonesty that 
are not brought to a mutually satisfactory conclusion by either the individual accuser, the faculty member, the 
counselor, or the Dean. The Judicial System exists as a safeguard for the accused against an unfair or false 
accusation of academic dishonesty, in that the student retains the right of appeal to the Judicial System. The decision 
of the Judicial Board or Dean's Hearing Board is final. The student should submit a written appeal to the Judicial 
Board Chairperson prior to the end of the semester during which the alleged violation occurred. 

If a member of the judicial body hearing the case has been personally involved in a case before it reaches the 
Judicial System for action, that member must disqualify him/herself, and another individual will be appointed 
according to the process normally followed in the Judicial System. 

The Campus Council shall undertake the responsibility for a program of continuing education and information to all 
members of the faculty and student body, and particularly to first year students, concerning the importance, 
structure, and procedures of the Code of Academic Integrity. 

Appendix I. Participation in Co-curricular Activities 

Co-curricular activities in the performing arts and athletics are sponsored by The College of Wooster through its 
academic departments and are provided for the students as a part of the educational program. They are supported by 
the College primarily for their educational value to the participants and only secondarily for the purpose of public 
performance. Directors or coaches are faculty members (or in some instances are non-faculty personnel with special 
assignments who are responsible to the Chairperson of the Department) who have the responsibility for the 
instruction and evaluation of the participants in the activity in a way similar to the manner in which all faculty 
members are responsible for the instruction and evaluation of the students enrolled in courses. 

Performing arts directors and coaches, in a manner similar to that of teachers in classes, shall inform student 
participants at the beginning of each activity of the regulations governing attendance and participation. A director or 
coach has the responsibility for judging which students, based on their performance ability, participate in the public 
appearances of the organization, and a student who fails to attend scheduled practices or performances prejudices 
his/her chances of public appearance. A student performer who has been denied participation in a public appearance 
because of absence from a scheduled practice or performance may appeal the decision to the Dean of the Faculty. 

A student's participation in a co-curricular activity is bound by the Code of Social Responsibility and the College's 
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policy in regard to dissent as printed in The Scot's Key. 

Appendix II. Plagiarism 

To use or imitate the language, ideas, or thoughts of another person and repre-sent them as one's own is to commit 
an act of plagiarism. This is true whether: 

●     the material used is only a brief excerpt or an entire paper or articles; 
●     the original source is the work of another student or in a publication, including publications available 

electronically, either on the Internet or from such electronic media as CD-Rom; 
●     the product is a written paper, oral presentation, or an electronic publication such as a Web page. 

It is not the use of others' ideas that is unethical; writers expect and hope their work will be read and used. However, 
to use others' ideas without acknowledgment is literary kidnapping. (In fact, the word "plagiarism" derives from the 
Latin word for kidnapper.) Merely to paraphrase (as opposed to quoting verbatim and at length) does not relieve one 
of the obligation to make clear the source of the ideas or to indicate specifically direct quotations. 

To have mastered material about which you write implies having read and digested it, so that it comes easily in your 
own words and you could talk with others about it intelligently. Your obligations - out of respect both to the writers 
you have read and to good craftsmanship - are to make the ideas you have absorbed a part of you and to 
acknowledge the sources you have used. 

More detailed information about the proper use of others' work and appropriate methods of acknowledging 
borrowed material may be found in most handbooks on composition and will be discussed in various classes in 
which writing plays a part. Additionally, the proliferation of electronic sources of information has created 
heightened awareness of the ease with which unauthorized material can be obtained and used. The obligation to 
document material that has been taken from electronic sources is absolutely the same as the obligation to document 
any sources. Guides on accepted methods of attributing electronic material are available on-line through Wooster's 
library at the following address: http://www.wooster.edu/library/writer.html. 
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