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Mar. 17--University of Akron President Luis Proenza has asked for a policy review in response to an Akron Beacon
Journal series about former graduate student Charles Plinton.

Proenza told employees in a written statement Wednesday afternoon that he "was deeply distressed by the events
reported, as I know many of you were."

The statement -- written for staff, not the media -- was a sharp contrast to the university's previous responses to
newspapers, which were institutional defenses of policy.

Proenza told employees that he has ordered a review of:

-- Law enforcement policies and practices.

-- The student disciplinary process.

-- Employee actions "that must be examined in order to improve both our processes and attention to detail and service."

"Because we hold ourselves to the highest standards of fairness, transparency and service to students, we must take this
opportunity to examine all practices that have been called into question by our students, faculty, staff and community
members," Proenza wrote in his e-mail to employees.

The statement does not provide a timetable or details about who will conduct the reviews and how they will report their
findings.

Plinton was a graduate student who was charged in 2004 with drug trafficking based in part on the allegations of a felon
paid by police to set up drug deals with students.

Plinton was acquitted in criminal court but found responsible in a university disciplinary hearing and suspended for a
semester. He never returned to UA and took his own life Dec. 12 in Pennsylvania.

Proenza noted much of the response this week questioned the use of the confidential informant living in Plinton's dorm.
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"The questions raised by many of you about the appropriateness of the confidential informant's presence there are
important ones that merit full consideration," Proenza wrote.

The Beacon Journal series also examined the police investigation, which involved two university police officers who
are no longer with the department: the lead detective and the arresting officer.

The arresting officer wrote a report three months after the arrest -- about one week before trial -- that said Plinton had
confessed.

The case was not persuasive to the jury, which acquitted Plinton in 40 minutes.

Two of the five members of the disciplinary panel also questioned the police evidence and voted against finding Plinton
responsible for "dealing drugs to a confidential informant." But the panel's 3-2 vote was enough to suspend him for the
fall 2004 semester, after the arrest had already cost Plinton his spring semester.

The standard of evidence used in such hearings is "substantial," which is satisfied even if the majority of evidence
points in favor of the student.

The university's law school, by contrast, has its own disciplinary procedures that use the "clear and convincing"
standard, which is just one notch below the most rigorous standard used in criminal courts, "beyond a reasonable
doubt."

The Beacon Journal had asked for an interview with Proenza before publication of the series Sunday and Monday.
Instead, the university provided written responses.

Asked last week whether Proenza thought Plinton's treatment was fair, and whether the university should reconsider
how it conducts its hearings, the university stated that Plinton was treated fairly, in part because he never appealed the
hearing board's finding or sought reinstatement.

On Wednesday, Proenza expressed a more personal reaction in his statement to employees.

"All of us... were saddened by the death of our former student, Charles Plinton, as reported in recent newspaper
articles," Proenza wrote. "His passing has grieved his family, friends and those who knew him on this campus."

John Higgins can be reached at 330-996-3792 or 1-800-777-7232 or jhiggins@thebeaconjournal.com
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