
Student Defenders 
Sample Constitution  

  
 
Article I. - Name of the Organization: 
A. The official name of this organization shall be the ________ University 
Student Defenders. 
B. This organization will use the name or its acronym, _USD, in all publicity 
materials and correspondence.  
  
Article II. - Mission Statement: 
A. _________ University Student Defenders (_USD) is a student group 
dedicated to serving the student community by representing and counseling 
students through the university judicial process. _USD strives to provide 
students with protection from the violation of their rights in the university, the 
judiciary, and the community. SD is a non-profit organization and is run 
entirely by student volunteers who have been specifically educated in student 
rights at _______ University. 
  
Article III. - Membership: 
A. Only students enrolled at _________ University can seek membership. 
Membership will be determined by the executive members of _USD, who will 
review applications and interview applicants. All initiated members will have 
the ability to vote, work in the office, and represent clients 
B. All applicants must complete the training process assigned by the 
Assistant Director of Recruitment and training before being considered an 
official member.  
  
Article IV. - Executive Positions:  
A. _USD will have four official executive positions, Director, Associate 
Director, Assistant Director of Recruitment and Training, and Assistant Director 
of Administration.  
B. Their duties will be as follows: 

Director: The Director is responsible for setting goals and 
maintaining progress, for relaying information and concerns to 
appropriate parties, and for ensuring that members are 
continually recognized and respected within the university 
community. The Director is responsible for ensuring Student 
Defenders takes a proactive approach to protecting students’ 
rights.  
  
Associate Director: The Associate Director is responsible for 
overseeing the day-to-day operations of the organization. These 



responsibilities include ensuring all Assistant Directors and 
representatives fulfill their obligations as well as ensuring that all 
students requiring assistance are given a representative. The 
Associate Director is responsible for creating an office hour 
schedule and an updated contact list.  
 
Assistant Director of Administration: The Assistant Director of 
Administration is responsible for maintaining an operable office 
area. this includes overseeing supplies and ensuring properly 
functioning equipment, maintaining the filing system and 
precedent log, and managing the calendar. The Assistant Director 
of Administration is responsible for ensuring there are Student 
Defender business cards in the appropriate offices.  
 
Assistant Director of Recruitment and Training: The Director of 
Assistant Recruitment and Training is responsible for recruiting 
potential representatives and ensuring that trainees are receiving 
training and guidance. This includes monitoring a trainee’s 
progress in compliance with the training guidelines. The Assistant 
Director of Recruitment and Training is responsible for 
overseeing monthly training for all representatives. The Assistant 
Director of Recruitment and Training is responsible for 
maintaining and updating Student Defender social media 
accounts.  

C. In order to run for an executive position one must have been an official 
member of the organization for at least one full semester. 
D. Elections will be held with five weeks left in the spring semester and 
executives will be elected by a majority vote. In the final five weeks of the 
semester the previous executive will remain in office and the newly elected 
executive will serve as a shadow. This ensures a smooth transition.  
E. Every executive will serve a term of one academic year.  
 
Article V. - Meetings: 
A. Regular meetings of Student Defenders shall be held once a week. 
B. The Director has the authority to plan what day the meetings will be 
held and call any additional meetings as is necessary.  
C. The Associate Director shall notify members of the meeting, via e-mail, 
no later than two business days in advance of the meeting.  
D. Quorum shall consist of seventy five percent of voting members.  
  
Article VI. - Advisors: 
A. There shall be at least one full time University faculty or staff advisor 
who shall serve as an advisor to the club or organization.  
	


