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evenings and weekends, to mediate any conflict with University functions and other nearby activities, and to manage
environmental impact.

d. Use of amplified sound on evenings and weekends requires advance permission from the dean of students. Reservations
by University persons and University organizations must be made with the dean of students on a form prescribed by the
dean of students. Members of the public may reserve space by making a request to
reservepublicforum@austin.utexas.edu. The dean of students will authorize amplified sound as described in a completed
application or email request unless the dean of students finds that the application or request must be disapproved under
the criteria in Section 10–203 of the Institutional Rules or under rules promulgated by the dean of students under the
authority of this Section. The dean of students will advise each applicant or requestor how to correct, if possible, any
conditions that preclude approval of its application.

Sec. 13–805. Amplified Sound Indoors
University persons and University organizations may use amplified sound indoors. Amplified sound sufficient to be heard throughout
the room may be used in any room in any building, but the dean of students may limit or prohibit sound that would be disruptive
outside the room. Reservations may be required. Rules concerning use of University buildings are contained in Chapter 10 of
the Institutional Rules.

Subchapter 13–900. Public Assemblies
Sec. 13–901. General Rule on Public Assemblies

a. “Publicly assemble” and “public assembly” include any gathering of persons, including discussions, rallies, and
demonstrations. The rules in Subchapter 13–800 apply to any use of amplified sound at a public assembly.

b. Persons and organizations may publicly assemble on campus in any place where, at the time of the assembly, the
persons assembling are permitted to be. This right to assemble is subject to the rules in this Chapter and to the rules on
use of University property in Chapter 10 of the Institutional Rules. No advance permission is required in the common
outdoor areas.

Sec. 13–902. Reservation of Space
a. Common outdoor areas reservations.

1. University persons, University organizations, and members of the public may reserve a space to assemble in
the common outdoor areas, as defined by this Chapter. This is in addition to the amplified sound areas which
are also available for reservation.

2. Reservations by University persons and University organizations must be made with the dean of students on
a form prescribed by the dean of students. Members of the public may reserve space by making a request to
reservepublicforum@austin.utexas.edu.  Applications and requests for a reservation for such assemblies will
be approved pursuant to Subchapter 10–200 of the Institutional Rules.

3. If the expected attendance at an assembly is twenty-five or more people, advance notice of no less than two
weeks is recommended.  Persons and organizations are encouraged to seek a reservation of a space that is
suited to their assembly’s anticipated size.

b. Limited public forum areas reservations.
1. Registered student, sponsored student, faculty, or staff organizations and academic or administrative units

may reserve a space to assemble in the limited public forum areas, as defined by this Chapter.
2. The dean of students will receive applications for reservations of a space within the limited public forum

areas.  Applications for a reservation for such assemblies will be processed under the provisions in
Subchapter 10–202 of the Institutional Rules. Individual faculty, staff, and students may not reserve space
under the provisions in Chapter 10.

3. If the expected attendance at an event with a guest speaker is twenty-five or more people, advance notice of
no less than two weeks is required.

c. Any person or organization with a reservation has the right to the reserved room or space for the time covered by the
reservation. Any person or organization using or occupying the room or space without a reservation must yield control of
the room or space in time to permit any user with a reservation to begin using the room or space promptly at the
beginning of its reserved time. 

d. Should the size of any assembly exceed the maximum number of participants that is safe for a given location, including a
reserved space, assembly participants will be directed by campus authorities to relocate to a space that is better suited to
the size of the assembly to the extent relocation is practicable.

e. While reservations are not always required, they are strongly encouraged. Without a reservation, a person or organization
may find the facility locked or the space in use by another person or organization.

Sec. 13–903. Notice and Consultation
a. Persons or organizations may publicly assemble on campus in any place where, at the time of the assembly, the persons

assembling are permitted to be.
b. Persons or organizations that are planning a public assembly in a common outdoor area with or without a guest speaker

and expected attendance of more than twenty-five participants, including potential counter-demonstrators, are
encouraged to provide advance notice of no less than two weeks to the dean of students to help the University improve
the safety and success of the expressive activity. Members of the public may provide this notice by emailing
reservepublicforum@austin.utexas.edu. If there is uncertainty about applicable University rules, the appropriateness of
the planned location, or possible conflict with other events, persons and organizations are encouraged to consult the dean
of students. Should the size of the assembly exceed the maximum number of participants that is safe for a given location,
participants will be directed by campus authorities to relocate to a space that is better suited to the size of the assembly.
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c. University persons or organizations planning an event in the limited public forum areas with or without a guest speaker
and an expected attendance of more than twenty-five participants, are required to provide advanced notice of no less
than two weeks to the dean of students to help the University improve the safety and success of the expressive activity. 
Notice will be provided on a form prescribed by the dean of students.

d. The notice and consultation requirements of this Subchapter do not apply to academic or administrative units. 
e. The University persons and University organizations notice and consultation requirements of this Subchapter may be

waived by the dean of students or his or her designee.
f. Registered student, sponsored student, faculty, and staff organizations are afforded privileges not available to individual

faculty, staff, and students. Individuals may not reserve indoor space on campus.

Subchapter 13–1000. Guest Speakers
Sec. 13–1001. Definitions
“Guest speaker” means a speaker or performer who is not a student, faculty member, or staff member.

Sec. 13–1002. Who May Present
a. Subject to the rules in this Chapter, University persons, University organizations, and members of the public may present

guest speakers in common outdoor areas of the campus.
b. Registered student, sponsored student, faculty, and staff organizations and academic and administrative units may

present guest speakers in the limited public forums of the campus. In the case of registered student organizations and
sponsored student organizations, advance permission from the dean of students is required. Registered faculty
organizations are required to seek advance permission from the executive vice president and provost. Registered staff
organizations are required to seek advance permission from the senior vice president and chief financial
officer. Individuals may not present a guest speaker in University buildings or University facilities.

Sec. 13–1003. Location and Form of Presentation
a. Subject to the rules in this Chapter, including the applicable time, place, and manner rules, University persons, University

organizations, and members of the public may utilize the common outdoor areas for guest speaker assemblies. No
reservation or prior approval is necessary, but notice and reservations are encouraged for assemblies of twenty-five or
more people.

b. A guest speaker may present a speech or performance, or lead a discussion of specified duration, at a time announced in
advance, in a fixed indoor location approved by the dean of students.

1. A guest speaker may distribute literature indoors only immediately before, during, and immediately after the
normal course of his or her speech, presentation, or performance, and only to persons in attendance. Only
literature that complies with Subchapter 13–400 may be distributed.

2. Student, faculty, and staff organizations may not invite the public at large to events in University buildings or
facilities.

c. A guest speaker may not
1. accost potential listeners who have not chosen to attend the speech, performance, or discussion; or
2. help staff a table or exhibit set up outside the common outdoor areas or in the University buildings or facilities.

d. No University person, University organization, or member of the public may present a guest speaker in violation of the
prohibitions against solicitation in Section 13–205 or cosponsorship in Chapter 10, Section 13–304 of the Institutional
Rules.

Sec. 13–1004. Application for University Building or Facility Space for Presentation of Guest Speakers
In accordance with Regents’ Rules and Regulations, Rule 40501, Section 3.5, all registered students, sponsored students, faculty,
and staff organizations that wish to present a guest speaker in a University building or facility space will apply through a prescribed
process, at least two weeks before the scheduled event or any planned advertising for the event, whichever is earlier.

1. A registered or sponsored student organization that wishes to present a guest speaker will apply to the dean of students,
through a process prescribed by the dean of students, at least two weeks before the scheduled event or any planned
advertising for the event, whichever is earlier. The application will be combined with an application under Section 10–202
of the Institutional Rules to reserve the use of a University room or space for the event. The dean of students will approve
an application properly made under Subsection 13–1004(a) unless it must be disapproved under the criteria in Chapter
10, Section 10–203 of the Institutional Rules.

2. A registered faculty organization that wishes to present a guest speaker will apply to the executive vice president and
provost through a process prescribed by the executive vice president and provost, at least two weeks before the
scheduled event or any planned advertising for the event, whichever is earlier. The application will be combined with an
application under Chapter 10, Section 10–202 of the Institutional Rules to reserve the use of a University room or space
for the event. The executive vice president and provost will approve an application properly made under Subsection 13–
1004(a) in consultation with the dean of students unless it must be disapproved under the criteria in Chapter 10, Section
10–203 of the Institutional Rules. 

3. A registered staff organization that wishes to present a guest speaker will apply to the senior vice president and chief
financial officer through a process prescribed by the senior vice president and chief financial officer, at least two weeks
before the scheduled event or any planned advertising for the event, whichever is earlier. The application will be
combined with an application under Chapter 10, Section 10–202 of the Institutional Rules to reserve the use of a
University room or space for the event. The senior vice president and chief financial officer will approve an application


