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Weather Ratemyprofessors.com is a place where students can
FEE RS say what they think about borlng', incompetent or
obnoxious college professors, without fear of
el retaliation. Here's a sample:
Subscribe map
"Not only is the book a better teacher, it also has a
SPORTS better personality.”
Bearcats
Bengals "BORING! But | learned there are 137 tiles on the
High School ceiling."
Reds
Xavier "Bring a pillow."
VIEWPOINTS "Your pillow will need a pillow."

"She hates you already."

Funny. But what if it's no joke? What if a student columnist writes
something that ticks off the faculty - and he gets fired?

That's what happened to Aaron Sanders at Miami University. He
wrote a column accusing the French department chairman and a
faculty member of pushing obscenity in classes. He said some
students in a French class were offended by the movie Ridicule,
which showed a close-up of one man urinating on another. He asked
why professors are not held accountable.

Instead, he was the one fired when the French department chairman
complained to the Miami Student faculty adviser, and the adviser
urged the student editor to dump Sanders.

Something similar happened at the Harvard Business School
recently, when faculty members cited a student editor for violating
their "community standards" speech code with an editorial cartoon.

The Foundation for Individual Rights in Education defended the
student, and the dean of the Harvard Business School publicly
apologized.

Now FIRE, a nonprofit, nonpartisan group based in Philadelphia, is
"absolutely" eager to defend Sanders, according to CEO Thor
Halvorssen. "This is an astonishing case," he said. "It shows utter
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contempt for freedom of speech.”

The Miami Student Senate introduced a resolution this week
supporting Sanders and condemning censorship.

The campus paper now has no conservative columnists, Sanders
said, although it has liberals who regularly bash President Bush.

Faculty adviser Cheryl Heckler and Jill Inkrott, the student editor who
fired Sanders, insist he was not fired for his views, but the way he
expresses them.

And that's good enough for the Miami administration. When | asked
for a comment from President James Garland, | was referred to
spokesman Richard Little, who defended the firing by repeating what
Heckler said.

Little said the administration would not get involved because the
student newspaper is independent.

| can't see how that keeps the administration from expressing
concern about free expression on campus, or faculty members who
intimidate students. But Little said the editor has a right to fire
Sanders, "even if she had a disagreement with the columnist" over
his views.

I'm in favor of independent student papers. But that sounds like free
speech for liberals only. Imagine the faculty outrage if Sanders had
been fired for opposing the war against Iraqg.

Michael P. McNamara, MU Class of '98, and Brad Beckett, Class of
'94, said it sounds familiar. Beckett said he started the Miami Review
in 1992 because of "school censorship and control, and the fact that
we were tired of the overboard liberal bias of the school-controlled
paper."

McNamara said the Miami Student would not publish his
conservative columns, so he wrote for the Review.

"The faculty claims to promote tolerance and diversity, but they are
quick to shut down those who have divergent viewpoints from the
politically correct and liberally acceptable rhetoric and propaganda
being taught," he said.

Halvorssen says FIRE defends all ideologies, but most free-speech
abuses are predictable. "You don't get punished for annoying
Christians, Republicans or white males," he said. "It's a double
standard."

"There is a ferocious assault on freedom of speech on college
campuses," he said. "It should be a national scandal.”

It's already simmering on the Miami campus. And it sounds like
FIRE is about to turn up the heat.

E-mail pbronson@enquirer.com or call 768-8301.

http://www.thefire.org/offsite/data/cincinnati_enquirer022303.html (2 of 3) [7/22/2004 11:35:38 PM]

¢ U.S. Marines Battle Holdouts in
Baghdad

Security Council Balks at Postwar
Plans

EU Parliament OKs Embryo Creation

Ban

Britain, Ireland Delay N. Ireland
Accord

N. Korea: Strong Military Deters U.S.

N. Korea Treaty Withdrawal
Concerns U.N.

BUSINESS NEWS

¢ IMF, World Bank Ready to Help
Rebuild Irag

Extentions Can Reduce Tax Return
Errors

Retailers Report Disappointing
March Sales

New York Sues Wal-Mart Over Toy
Guns

Treasury Bond Prices Fall

SPORTS NEWS

Rain Postpones First Round of
Masters

Martha Burk Loses Masters Protest
Appeal

James Gets $10M Policy for All-Star
Game

Baseball Hall Cancels '‘Bull Durham’
Event

10C to Athens Organizers: No More
Delays
USOC Predicts Revenue Shortfall of

$8M

Runner Marion Jones Confirms
Pregnancy

Home No Advantage in NHL Playoff
Openers

Maddux Hit Hard for Third Straight
Outing

Royals Stay Unbeaten, Down
Winless Tigers



http://cincinnati.com/classifieds/
http://careerfinder.cincinnati.com/
http://www.cars.com/cincinnati/
http://homefinder.cincinnati.com/
http://classifinder.cincinnati.com/obits.html
http://classifinder.cincinnati.com/
http://cincinnati.com/helpdesk/classifieds/
http://cincinnati.com/helpdesk/
http://cincinnati.com/helpdesk/feedback/
http://cincinnati.com/helpdesk/circulation/subscribe.html
http://cincinnati.com/search/
http://cincinnati.com/survey/
mailto:pbronson@enquirer.com
http://customwire.ap.org/dynamic/stories/W/WAR_RDP?SITE=OHCIN&SECTION=HOME
http://customwire.ap.org/dynamic/stories/W/WAR_RDP?SITE=OHCIN&SECTION=HOME
http://customwire.ap.org/dynamic/stories/W/WAR_UN?SITE=OHCIN&SECTION=HOME
http://customwire.ap.org/dynamic/stories/W/WAR_UN?SITE=OHCIN&SECTION=HOME
http://customwire.ap.org/dynamic/stories/E/EU_STEM_CELLS?SITE=OHCIN&SECTION=HOME
http://customwire.ap.org/dynamic/stories/E/EU_STEM_CELLS?SITE=OHCIN&SECTION=HOME
http://customwire.ap.org/dynamic/stories/N/NORTHERN_IRELAND?SITE=OHCIN&SECTION=HOME
http://customwire.ap.org/dynamic/stories/N/NORTHERN_IRELAND?SITE=OHCIN&SECTION=HOME
http://customwire.ap.org/dynamic/stories/K/KOREAS_NUCLEAR?SITE=OHCIN&SECTION=HOME
http://customwire.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/UN_NORTH_KOREA?SITE=OHCIN&SECTION=HOME
http://customwire.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/UN_NORTH_KOREA?SITE=OHCIN&SECTION=HOME
http://customwire.ap.org/dynamic/stories/M/MONEY_SUMMIT?SITE=OHCIN&SECTION=HOME
http://customwire.ap.org/dynamic/stories/M/MONEY_SUMMIT?SITE=OHCIN&SECTION=HOME
http://customwire.ap.org/dynamic/stories/S/SMALL_TALK?SITE=OHCIN&SECTION=HOME
http://customwire.ap.org/dynamic/stories/S/SMALL_TALK?SITE=OHCIN&SECTION=HOME
http://customwire.ap.org/dynamic/stories/R/RETAIL_SALES?SITE=OHCIN&SECTION=HOME
http://customwire.ap.org/dynamic/stories/R/RETAIL_SALES?SITE=OHCIN&SECTION=HOME
http://customwire.ap.org/dynamic/stories/W/WAL_MART_GUNS?SITE=OHCIN&SECTION=HOME
http://customwire.ap.org/dynamic/stories/W/WAL_MART_GUNS?SITE=OHCIN&SECTION=HOME
http://customwire.ap.org/dynamic/stories/B/BONDS?SITE=OHCIN&SECTION=HOME
http://customwire.ap.org/dynamic/stories/G/GLF_MASTERS?SITE=OHCIN&SECTION=HOME
http://customwire.ap.org/dynamic/stories/G/GLF_MASTERS?SITE=OHCIN&SECTION=HOME
http://customwire.ap.org/dynamic/stories/G/GLF_MASTERS_BURK?SITE=OHCIN&SECTION=HOME
http://customwire.ap.org/dynamic/stories/G/GLF_MASTERS_BURK?SITE=OHCIN&SECTION=HOME
http://customwire.ap.org/dynamic/stories/B/BKH_LEBRON_JAMES_POLICY?SITE=OHCIN&SECTION=HOME
http://customwire.ap.org/dynamic/stories/B/BKH_LEBRON_JAMES_POLICY?SITE=OHCIN&SECTION=HOME
http://customwire.ap.org/dynamic/stories/B/BBO_HALL_BULL_DURHAM_CANCELLATION?SITE=OHCIN&SECTION=HOME
http://customwire.ap.org/dynamic/stories/B/BBO_HALL_BULL_DURHAM_CANCELLATION?SITE=OHCIN&SECTION=HOME
http://customwire.ap.org/dynamic/stories/O/OLY_ATHENS_IOC?SITE=OHCIN&SECTION=HOME
http://customwire.ap.org/dynamic/stories/O/OLY_ATHENS_IOC?SITE=OHCIN&SECTION=HOME
http://customwire.ap.org/dynamic/stories/O/OLY_USOC_BUDGET?SITE=OHCIN&SECTION=HOME
http://customwire.ap.org/dynamic/stories/O/OLY_USOC_BUDGET?SITE=OHCIN&SECTION=HOME
http://customwire.ap.org/dynamic/stories/R/RUN_JONES_BABY?SITE=OHCIN&SECTION=HOME
http://customwire.ap.org/dynamic/stories/R/RUN_JONES_BABY?SITE=OHCIN&SECTION=HOME
http://customwire.ap.org/dynamic/stories/H/HKN_NHL_PLAYOFF_RDP?SITE=OHCIN&SECTION=HOME
http://customwire.ap.org/dynamic/stories/H/HKN_NHL_PLAYOFF_RDP?SITE=OHCIN&SECTION=HOME
http://customwire.ap.org/dynamic/stories/B/BBN_NL_RDP?SITE=OHCIN&SECTION=HOME
http://customwire.ap.org/dynamic/stories/B/BBN_NL_RDP?SITE=OHCIN&SECTION=HOME
http://customwire.ap.org/dynamic/stories/B/BBA_AL_RDP?SITE=OHCIN&SECTION=HOME
http://customwire.ap.org/dynamic/stories/B/BBA_AL_RDP?SITE=OHCIN&SECTION=HOME

BRONSON: Free speech - aslong asit's politically correct

TOP LOCAL STORIES

Falling temps ease flood fears

750 flee Westin fire

Making it on the outside: A parolee works to turn his life around
State budget deficits unite governors

ENQUIRER COLUMNS
PULFER: Are we the new Peoria?

BRONSON: Free speech - as long as it's politically correct
SMITH AMOS: Sex-change lawsuit

AROUND THE TRISTATE

Firefighters hurt at blaze

Back-to-back fires keep crews busy

DARE class for home schoolers

Arts scholarships awarded

Tristate A.M. Report

Good News: Men face-off in bid to grow the best beard
Obituary: William J. Torbert was police officer
Obituary: Sr. Mary Marguerite Bockhorst

Congrats

OHIO

Bicentennial Notebook: Markers to show journey to statehood
Ohio Moments: Settlement grew rapidly

Slain teen's father points to video game

Arena slapped with beer-sale ban

Students share same needle in science experiment
Columbus lays off 49

KENTUCKY

Ky. gas markups highest in U.S.

Clergy abuse victims push to hold church responsible
Men in cruelty case say they love dogs

Lexington's bishop installed

Head-on collision Kills two

Apr. 10, 2003 SPORTS BUSINESS EDITORIALS TEMPO ENTERTAINMENT CLASSIFIED ARCHIVE SEARCH
. 'gan
W’ Search our site by keyword:
Search also: News | Jobs | Homes | Cars | Classifieds | Obits | Coupons | Events | Dining
THE mm mmm Movies/DVDs | Video Games | Hotels | Golf | Visitor's Guide | Maps/Directions | Yellow Pages

% SUBSCRIBE ; TRAFFIC ; WEATHER ; HOMES » CARS ; JOBS j BENGALS » REDS ; WCPO ) ENGUIRER / CINCINNATI.COM /

Search | Questions/help | News tips | Letters to the editors | Subscribe
Newspaper advertising | Web advertising | Place a classified | Circulation

Copyright 1995-2003. The Cincinnati Enquirer, a Gannett Co. Inc. newspaper.
Use of this site signifies agreement to terms of service updated 12/19/2002.

http://www.thefire.org/offsite/data/cincinnati_enquirer022303.html (3 of 3) [7/22/2004 11:35:38 PM]


http://enquirer.com/editions/2003/02/23/loc_flooding23.html
http://enquirer.com/editions/2003/02/23/loc_westinfire23.html
http://enquirer.com/editions/2003/02/23/loc_parolee23.html
http://enquirer.com/editions/2003/02/23/loc_governors23.html
http://enquirer.com/editions/2003/02/23/loc_pulfer23.html
http://enquirer.com/editions/2003/02/23/loc_bronson23.html
http://enquirer.com/editions/2003/02/23/loc_amos23.html
http://enquirer.com/editions/2003/02/23/loc_otherfire23.html
http://enquirer.com/editions/2003/02/23/loc_westinfire23box.html
http://enquirer.com/editions/2003/02/23/loc_dareschool23.html
http://enquirer.com/editions/2003/02/23/loc_overture22.html
http://enquirer.com/editions/2003/02/23/loc_amrep23.html
http://enquirer.com/editions/2003/02/23/loc_goodnews23.html
http://enquirer.com/editions/2003/02/23/loc_ledeobit23.html
http://enquirer.com/editions/2003/02/23/loc_otherobit23.html
http://enquirer.com/editions/2003/02/23/loc_congrats23t.html
http://enquirer.com/editions/2003/02/23/loc_bicennotebook23.html
http://enquirer.com/editions/2003/02/23/loc_ohiodate0223.html
http://enquirer.com/editions/2003/02/23/loc_ohslayingvideo23dg.html
http://enquirer.com/editions/2003/02/23/loc_oharena23.html
http://enquirer.com/editions/2003/02/23/loc_ohneedles23.html
http://enquirer.com/editions/2003/02/23/loc_ohlayoffs23.html
http://enquirer.com/editions/2003/02/23/loc_kygasprices23.html
http://enquirer.com/editions/2003/02/23/loc_kyabuse23.html
http://enquirer.com/editions/2003/02/23/loc_kyanimalcruelty23.html
http://enquirer.com/editions/2003/02/23/loc_kybishop23.html
http://enquirer.com/editions/2003/02/23/loc_kyfatalbrief23.html
http://enquirer.com/
http://enquirer.com/local/
http://enquirer.com/sports/
http://enquirer.com/business/
http://enquirer.com/editorials/
http://enquirer.com/tempo/
http://cincinnati.com/freetime/
http://cincinnati.com/classifieds/
http://enquirer.com/backissues/
http://cincinnati.com/search/
http://cincinnati.com/
http://cincinnati.com/search/
http://cincinnati.com/jobs/
http://homefinder.cincinnati.com/
http://autofinder.cincinnati.com/
http://classifinder.cincinnati.com/
http://cincinnati.com/obits/
http://cincinnati.com/coupons/
http://cincinnati.com/freetime/events/
http://cincinnati.com/freetime/dining/advsearch.html
http://cincinnati.com/freetime/movies/
http://cincinnati.com/freetime/games/
http://cincinnati.com/visitorsguide/lodging/
http://cincinnati.com/golf/
http://cincinnati.com/visitorsguide/
http://trips.cincinnati.com/
http://cincinnati.com/yellowpages/
http://cincinnati.com/helpdesk/circulation/subscribe.html
http://cincinnati.com/traffic/
http://cincinnati.com/weather/
http://homefinder.cincinnati.com/
http://autofinder.cincinnati.com/
http://careerfinder.cincinnati.com/
http://cincinnati.com/bengals/
http://cincinnati.com/reds/
http://wcpo.com/
http://enquirer.com/
http://cincinnati.com/
http://cincinnati.com/search/
http://cincinnati.com/helpdesk/feedback
http://enquirer.com/editor
http://enquirer.com/editor/letters.html
http://cincinnati.com/helpdesk/circulation/subscribe.html
http://cincinnati.com/mediaguide/print/
http://cincinnati.com/advertise
http://cincinnati.com/helpdesk/classifieds
http://cincinnati.com/helpdesk/circulation/circulation.html
http://cincinnati.com/copyright
http://enquirer.com/
http://www.gannett.com/
http://cincinnati.com/copyright

	thefire.org
	BRONSON: Free speech - as long as it's politically correct


	JEPAOCKPACBEFEENLFGJIOPCIFDMLIIC: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 

	f2: 




