8/17/23, 4:09 PM

Bard Student Handbook

STUDENT HANDBOOK

Welcome to
Bard!

Student
Government
Constitution of
Bard College

Academic and
Campus Life
Calendar, 2023-
2024

Religious
Services and
Holiday
Calendar, 2023-
2024

Social Media
Guidance

Sports & Student
Clubs

Bard College
Student
Government and
Standing
Committees

Learning at Bard

Free Speech Policy

Speech and expression, for the purposes of this policy, are understood to
include speaking and writing, visual and auditory representations,
and postings in online forums and social media.

The freedom to communicate, speak, inquire, question, and express oneself is
a core value of Bard College as an academic and a civic institution. The
College’s commitment to this value expresses, most importantly, its belief in
the equality and dignity of all those who make up our community. It is a
constitutive feature of our life together. Itis how we can make intellectual
discoveries, challenge intolerance, express our values, protest injustice, come
to shared understandings, and demarcate essential differences.

Bard values the ability to address one another as equals, as colleagues and
peers, and to treat each other as fellow creators of the space we inhabit
together.

At Bard we are committed to listening and to respecting the rights of others to
address us in turn, even or especially on matters of the most serious
disagreement.

Speech or expressive conduct that employs force or the threat of force is
prohibited, as is speech or expressive conduct that constitutes harassment,
coercion, incitement to imminent violence, defamation of individuals,
invasions of protected rights to privacy or confidentiality, the destruction of
property or documents, and acts threatening or causing physical harm.
Such speech or expressive conduct may, in addition to violating

this Free Speech Policy, violate another Bard College policy, such as the
Gender-Based Misconduct Policy or the Harassment, Discrimination and
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Stalking Policy.

Further, while protest and dissent may accompany the pursuit of knowledge
and community life, deliberate conduct that egregiously interferes with or
prevents another’s speech or expression (via physical or visual obstruction, for
instance) particularly in the regular academic and intellectual pursuits of the
College, is prohibited.

Free speech can involve advocating ideas and using expressions that are
marginal, unpopular, controversial, untrue, subversive, or offensive. Likewise it
can involve challenging and opposing those ideas and expressions. While not
necessarily constituting a violation of this or other Bard College

policies, speech or expression that is disrespectful, intolerant, bigoted, or
hateful is to be condemned. The College and members of the community may
voice their rejection of such expressions through private or public
condemnation, the organization of forums, and calls for more speech and
open debate. However, such condemnation is subject to this and other
applicable Bard College policies and should not violate them.

Violations of this Policy

Violations of this policy will be resolved through the disciplinary procedures
outlined in the Discipline or Dismissal of Students and Student Judiciary

Board sections of the Student Handbook and in the Constitution of the Bard

College Student Association. Violations of this policy are also subject to the

same sanctions as discussed in the Student Handbook Sanctions section.
Students may file complaints regarding violations of this policy, in writing,
with the Chair of the Student Judicial Board or the Dean of Students.

As stated above, speech or expressive conduct that violates this policy may
also violate other Bard College policies. Such incidents will be evaluated on a
case by case basis. Should speech or expressive conduct violate more than
one policy, Bard College may choose to consolidate the alleged violations
(regardless of originating policy) and resolve them using only one disciplinary
process. In that case, Bard College will select the disciplinary process to be
utilized from among the disciplinary processes outlined in the violated
policies; in certain cases, such as if speech or expressive conduct violates

this policy and also constitutes sexual harassment as defined in Title IX, a
particular disciplinary process may be required to be used. Possible sanctions,
however, will be governed by the originating policy for the violation regardless
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Related Services + Resources

ATHLETICS BARD HOUSES BRAVE

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS CENTER FOR CIVIC ENGAGEMENT
CHAPLAINCY DEAN OF STUDENTS

DISABILITY ACCESS SERVICES DIVERSITY, EQUITY, AND INCLUSION
EMS FINANCIAL AID

HEALTH, COUNSELING, AND WELLNESS MAILING + SHIPPING
REGISTRAR'S OFFICE RESIDENCE LIFE

SAFETY + SECURITY STUDENT ACCOUNTS

STUDENT ACTIVITIES STUDENT HANDBOOK

STUDENT LIFE + ADVISING STUDENT RELIEF FUND

TITLE IX AND NONDISCRIMINATION TRANSPORTATION
TUITION + PAYMENT VISITING + MAPS

https://www.bard.edu/dosa/handbook/index.php?aid=10765&sid=718

4/5


https://bardathletics.com/
https://www.bard.edu/houses/
https://www.bard.edu/brave/
https://www.bard.edu/bandg/
https://cce.bard.edu/
https://www.bard.edu/chaplaincy/
https://www.bard.edu/dosa/
https://www.bard.edu/accessibility/students/
https://www.bard.edu/dei/
https://www.bard.edu/campus/departments/bems/
https://www.bard.edu/financialaid
https://hcw.bard.edu/
https://www.bard.edu/mailing-shipping/
https://www.bard.edu/registrar/
https://www.bard.edu/reslife/
https://www.bard.edu/security/
https://www.bard.edu/studentaccounts/
https://studentactivities.bard.edu/
https://www.bard.edu/dosa/handbook/
https://www.bard.edu/campus/csla/
https://www.bard.edu/covid19/students/emergency-fund/
https://www.bard.edu/titleix/
https://blogs.bard.edu/transportation/
https://www.bard.edu/studentaccounts/
https://www.bard.edu/visiting/

8/17/23, 4:09 PM

Bard

30 Campus Road

PO Box 5000

Annandale-on-Hudson, New York 12504-5000
Phone: 845-758-6822

Admission E-mail: admission@bard.edu
©2023 Bard College

https://www.bard.edu/dosa/handbook/index.php?aid=10765&sid=718

Bard Student Handbook

INFORMATION FOR:

Prospective Students
Current Employees
Alumni/ae

Families

QUICK LINKS

Employment
Travel to Bard
Site Search

Support Bard
COVID-19 Info

5/5


https://twitter.com/BARDCollege
https://www.facebook.com/BardCollegeNY
https://instagram.com/bardcollege/
https://www.youtube.com/user/bardwebvideo
tel:1-845-758-6822
mailto:admission@bard.edu
https://www.bard.edu/admission/
https://www.bard.edu/employment/
https://alums.bard.edu/
https://families.bard.edu/
https://www.bard.edu/employment/employment/
https://www.bard.edu/visiting/directions/
https://www.bard.edu/search/
https://giving.bard.edu/
https://www.bard.edu/covid19/

