
8/28/23, 12:17 PM Code of Student Conduct | Student Conduct | Brown University

https://www.brown.edu/offices/student-conduct/code#prohibitedconduct 1/6

Code of Student Conduct

Click on 2022-2023 Code of Student Conduct for access to the PDF version.

Section A: Introduction

Section B: Definitions

Section C: Scope

Section D: Prohibited Conduct

Section E: Recommendations and Changes

For information about the processes for investigating and resolving alleged violations of the

Code of Student Conduct, please consult the Student Conduct Procedures and the Student

Conduct Procedures for Student Groups. 

SECTION A: INTRODUCTIONSECTION A: INTRODUCTIONSECTION A: INTRODUCTIONSECTION A: INTRODUCTIONSECTION A: INTRODUCTIONSECTION A: INTRODUCTION

Brown  University (“Brown” or “the University”) has developed this Code of Student Conduct

(“the Code”) as  a set of standards of student behavior and conduct that help maintain a campus

environment where ideas are freely exchanged, University property and processes are respected,

and conflicts are peacefully resolved. These objectives are further outlined in the Principles of

the Brown University Community. The Code is intended to provide an educational and socially

just framework to address allegations of prohibited conduct. When students at the University fail

to uphold these standards by engaging in prohibited conduct, Student Conduct Procedures (“the

Procedures”) are used to uphold the Code. The Code is administered by the Office of Student

Conduct & Community Standards.

The Academic Code, administered through the Office of the Dean of the College, is separate from

the Code of Student Conduct and governs the academic conduct of undergraduate students. The

Academic Code, Graduate Student Edition, administered through the Graduate School, is

likewise separate from the Code of Student Conduct and governs the academic conduct of
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graduate students.  The academic conduct of medical students is governed by the Academic Code

with additional expectations outlined in the Medical Student Handbook. Behavioral conduct of

medical students is likewise governed by the Code of Student Conduct with additional

expectations outlined in the Medical Student Handbook. Cases involving alleged violations of the

Academic Code are heard by the Standing Committee on the Academic Code, a standing

committee of the faculty, administered by the Dean of the College, the Dean of the Graduate

School and, for the purpose of appeals, the Medical Committee on Academic Standing.
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SECTION B: DEFINITIONSSECTION B: DEFINITIONSSECTION B: DEFINITIONSSECTION B: DEFINITIONSSECTION B: DEFINITIONSSECTION B: DEFINITIONS

The following definitions apply to the Code.

B.1 The term "campus" means property owned, leased, used, or controlled by Brown University,

and also includes streets, sidewalks, and pathways adjacent to or in the immediate vicinity of the

campus.

B.2 The term "University" means Brown University, as well as any affiliated programs or virtual

spaces including, but not limited to, University programs located outside of the state of Rhode

Island.

B.3 The term “student” refers to the following individuals:

Undergraduate students begin their student status when they first engage in official

University activities (e.g., taking an online course, arriving to campus for Orientation or

athletic participation, etc.) and end their student status when they withdraw from the

University or their enrollment is terminated with all requirements complete.

Graduate and medical students begin their student status when they accept an offer of

admission and end their student status when they withdraw from the University or their

enrollment is terminated with all requirements complete.

Students enrolled in executive and professional education programs through the School of

Professional Studies are considered to be students from the time they accept an offer of

admission into their programs until they withdraw from the University or their enrollment

is terminated with all requirements complete.

Students enrolled in the IE Executive MBA program will be subject to IE’s policies and

procedures when the behavior occurs in Madrid but will be subject to this Code if the

https://www.brown.edu/academics/medical/download/medical-student-handbook


8/28/23, 12:17 PM Code of Student Conduct | Student Conduct | Brown University

https://www.brown.edu/offices/student-conduct/code#prohibitedconduct 3/6

behavior occurs on Brown’s campus. Administrators on both campuses will collaborate to

determine which institution’s policy and procedures will govern incidents that occur

elsewhere.

Pre-College students are generally subject to the jurisdiction of this Code, though

modifications have been made to account for developmental maturity and their short time

on campus. For more information about the policies and procedures governing students

enrolled in Pre-College programs, please refer to the Pre-College Code of Conduct.
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SECTION C: SCOPESECTION C: SCOPESECTION C: SCOPESECTION C: SCOPESECTION C: SCOPESECTION C: SCOPE

The Code covers behaviors by all Brown University students or student organizations, no matter

where the behavior occurs. This includes, but is not limited to, behaviors that occur off campus

but cause potential or actual harm to individuals (whether or not those individuals are affiliated

with the University), the University community, or to institutional reputation, or that suggest a

student’s presence on campus may pose a safety risk. Students are responsible for the behavior

of their guests on campus. The determination of whether behavior is subject to this Code will be

made by the Dean of Students or their designee. Online behaviors are also subject to the

jurisdiction of the Code. The Code applies whether or not the University is in session.

Students who have taken a leave of absence from their studies or who have completed their

residency requirement but have not yet fulfilled all degree requirements and have not graduated

are considered students under this definition. If a student withdraws or takes a leave of absence

from the University with an investigation or resolution process pending, the University reserves

the right to proceed with the investigation and resolution to the extent possible and reserves the

right to make an entry on the student’s academic transcript indicating that the student withdrew

or is on a leave of absence with a non-academic disciplinary matter pending. The University

reserves the right to place a hold on the student’s official and unofficial academic transcripts for

up to 3 years until the matter is resolved. Students may petition the Dean of Students to have

this hold removed before 3 years have passed.

For incidents in which the reporting party is not an enrolled Brown University student, the

University may go forward as the complainant. Complaints filed against a student after their

graduation will not be subject to the procedures outlined in this Code unless that student enrolls

at Brown University again. There shall be no established time limit for reporting an incident,

https://precollege.brown.edu/policies/#conduct
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though a delay in reporting will limit the ability of the Office of Student Conduct & Community

Standards to investigate and resolve a complaint.

Allegations of sexual and gender-based harassment, sexual violence, relationship and

interpersonal violence, and gender-based stalking will generally be subject to the procedures

outlined in the Sexual and Gender-Based Harassment, Sexual Assault, Intimate Partner

Violence, and Stalking Policy and the Sexual and Gender-Based Misconduct Policy and the

applicable Complaint Process administered by the Title IX and Gender Equity Office. Cases for

which these allegations are ancillary to other allegations of violations of the Code are subject to

the procedures outlined in the Student Conduct Procedures.

The University reserves the right to pursue matters through the Student Conduct Procedures

that may also be addressed in the civil or criminal legal system. Proceedings under the Code may

be carried out prior to, simultaneously with or following civil or criminal proceedings. Decisions

about the timing of University proceedings will be at the sole discretion of the Dean of Students

or designee.
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SECTION D: PROHIBITED CONDUCTSECTION D: PROHIBITED CONDUCTSECTION D: PROHIBITED CONDUCTSECTION D: PROHIBITED CONDUCTSECTION D: PROHIBITED CONDUCTSECTION D: PROHIBITED CONDUCT

Prohibited Conduct

Subjecting another person or group to uninvited or unwelcome behaviors that are

abusive, threatening, intimidating, or humiliating. This includes, but is not limited to,

those based on race, color, religion, sex, disability, age, national or ethnic origin, sexual

orientation, gender identity, gender expression, or status as a veteran.

D.1 Alcohol

D.2 Bribery

D.3 Collusion

D.4 Disruption of Community

D.5 Disruption of Safety

D.6 Disruption of University Activities

D.7 Drugs

D.8 Failure to Comply

D.9 Harassment

https://policy.brown.edu/policy/harassment-assault-violence-and-stalking
https://policy.brown.edu/policy/sexual-and-gender-based-misconduct
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SECTION E: RECOMMENDATIONS AND CHANGESSECTION E: RECOMMENDATIONS AND CHANGESSECTION E: RECOMMENDATIONS AND CHANGESSECTION E: RECOMMENDATIONS AND CHANGESSECTION E: RECOMMENDATIONS AND CHANGESSECTION E: RECOMMENDATIONS AND CHANGES

The Code will be reviewed every five (5) years.

Whether the alleged conduct constitutes harassment depends on the totality of the

particular circumstances, including the nature, frequency, and duration of the conduct in

question, the location and context in which it occurs, and the status of the individuals

involved. For information specific to sexual or gender-based harassment, please refer to

the Sexual and Gender-Based Harassment, Sexual Assault, Intimate Partner Violence,

and Stalking Policy and the Sexual and Gender-Based Misconduct Policy. In some cases,

gender-based harassment will be addressed by the Office of Student Conduct and

Community Standards when ancillary to other allegations of violations of the Code of

Student Conduct, and students will be afforded all applicable rights required by law.

D.10 Harm to Person(s)

D.11 Hazing

D.12 Invasion of Privacy

D.13 Misrepresentation

D.14 Noncompliance with Terms

D.15 Participation in Derecognized Student Groups

D.16 Property Damage

D.17 Relationship or Dating Violence

D.18 Retaliation

D.19 Sexual Assault

D.20 Stalking

D.21 Theft

D.22 Unauthorized Entry or Use of Space

D.23 Violations of Law

D.24 Violation of Operational Rules

D.25 Weapons

https://policy.brown.edu/policy/harassment-assault-violence-and-stalking
https://www.brown.edu/about/administration/title-ix/policies/sexual-and-gender-based-misconduct-policy
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