January 13, 2004

President Shirley Robinson Pippins

Suffolk County Community College, Ammerman Campus
37 Norman F. Lechtrecker Building

533 College Road

Selden, New York 11784-2899

Dear President Pippins,

On October 6 of last year, | wrote to you regardimen-president Salvatore J.
La Lima’s treatment of SCCC student Ursula Monaés.you will recall,

Ms. Monaco was unlawfully punished for accidentaynding an e-mail with
profanity in it to a professor.

On October 30, the day before he was to step dBwesident La Lima wrote
to Ms. Monaco to inform her that he was “suspentireg punishment
effective October 31. In the letter, Presidentiraa admitted that the e-mail
for which Ms. Monaco was sanctioned did not contitany real form of
harassment.”

We are pleased that President La Lima came tadhéization; however, we
are profoundly troubled by both his claim that “frenel that heard this case
acted in good faith” and his failure to expunge M®&naco’s unjust
punishment from her record. President La Limaest#hat what was done to
Ms. Monaco was wrong—a finding that has been ols/tolFIRE and the
Student Press Law Center, and should be cleantother objective
evaluator of the charges of “harassment” and “iidtation” against Ms.
Monaco. Ms. Monaco never should have had to flaisdéngthy ordeal, and
for this reason it should not be included in hanmenent record. Whether or
not it acted in “good faith,” the judicial panebthconvicted Ms. Monaco
trampled her most basic civil liberties for manyntits, and it is a grave
wrong for that verdict to remain on her record.

| am enclosing copies of SCCC's response to ost ligtter and of our second
letter to SCCC, in which we explain that Ursula Moao’s behavior
constituted neither harassment nor intimidatioang lawfully punishable
sense. We ask that you stand up for your studegtg’s and expunge all
mention of this unfortunate and illiberal incidéram Ms. Monaco’s record.

It is not within the lawful power of a state ageiigkg SCCC to punish Ms.
Monaco for her constitutionally protected speectairthese circumstances.



Simply ending the months-long punishment does eslve the matter; the punishment must
be overturned and your students and faculty readghat their basic rights will not be
disregarded again. Free inquiry is at the coth®fprocess of higher education, and a public
institution like SCCC is required by the First Andement to protect free inquiry—not to
silence it.

| look forward to your response.

Sincerely,

Greg Lukianoff
Director of Legal and Public Advocacy

CC:

James F. Canniff, Vice President for Academic aath@us Affairs, Suffolk County Community College
Michael Weissberg, Vice President for Student AffaBuffolk County Community College

Steven F. Schrier, Vice President for Legal, Plagrand Information Services, Suffolk County Comntyidiollege
llene S. Kreitzer, Legal Affairs Compliance Offic&uffolk County Community College

Joanne E. Braxton, Executive Dean, Western Canguffglk County Community College

Meryl S. Rogers, Associate Dean of Student SeryMgstern Campus, Suffolk County Community College
Michael V. Hollander, Chairperson, Board of Trusteguffolk County Community College

M. Vicky Wacksman, Vice Chairperson, Board of Taest, Suffolk County Community College

William Moore, Secretary, Board of Trustees, SifGlounty Community College

Walter C. Hazlitt, Board of Trustees, Suffolk Cop@ommunity College

Dennis McCarthy, Board of Trustees, Suffolk Cou@gmmunity College

George Kane, Board of Trustees, Suffolk County Camity College

Frank C. Trotta, Board of Trustees, Suffolk Couagmmunity College

Jim Morgo, Board of Trustees, Suffolk County Comityi€ollege

Kevin S. Law, Board of Trustees, Suffolk County Goumity College

Kevin McGann, Board of Trustees, Suffolk County Goumity College

Robert L. King, Chancellor, SUNY

Preston Pulliams, Vice Chancellor for Communityl€gés, SUNY

D. Andrew Edwards, Jr., University Counsel, SUNY

Thomas F. Egan, Chairman, SUNY Board of Trustees

Candace de Russy, SUNY Board of Trustees

Mark Goodman, Executive Director, Student Press Canter

Nadine Strossen, President, American Civil Libertimion
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